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Means Kurdish Leader 
Faces Death Penalty 

By Stephen Kinzer 

■ Ngw ypA Times Service 

■ ISTANBUL — The Kurdish guer- 
rilla leader Abdallah Ocalan, who was 
captured in. Kenya last week, was for- 
mally charged Tuesday with treason, a 
crime that can carry the death penally. 

* There have, bear no executions in 
■Turkey since' 1984, bat popular sen- 
timent here appears to favor capital pon- 

jj ashmen t for Mr. Ocalan. He has for 
fyears been portrayed in the press and 
official statements as a horrifically evil 
figure and is widely held responsible for 
jail of the estimated 30,000 deaths that 
his 14-year rebellion has cost 
j Under Turkish law, all death sen- 
tences must be confirmed by a vote of 
Parliament In die present climate, there 
seems little doubt that Parliament would 
vote overwhelmingly to confirm such a 
sentence applied against Mr. Ocalan. 

- The court session Tuesday at which 
Mr. Ocalan was charged was held be- 
fore a single magistrate at the ‘prison 
island of ImraH in die Sea of Mamxara 
southwest of Istanbul. Mr. Ocalan has 
fieen held there in isolation since his 
return to Turkey a week ago. 

1 The session Was closed to the press 
■and public. 

1 The European Union appealed Mon- 
day for permission to send observers to 
Icalan’s trial, but Turkey reiterated 
ts earlier refusal Tuesday.“Thc EU , s 
idea of sending observers to die trial 
m«>ng to oppose and encourage inter- 
ference in the independent judiciaxy,” 
the foreign Ministry said. “This at- 
titude, which isagainst fee principle of a 
state of law, is not acceptable.” 

The statement said observers not con- 
nected to organizations might be ad- 
mitted to the tnaL It said 
would decide on in<&viduar cases. 

No date . has" Stef act for-fte .trial. 
Foreign lawyers for Mr. Ocalan have 
been pre v ented from entering the coun- 
try, but several Turkish lawyers active 
in human rights groups have accepted 
leaueste from his relatives to farm a 
defense team. . 

Clashes between army -units and 
guerrillas loyal to Mr. Ocalan have ctm- 
i tinned since his arrest. A military state- 
" . ment issued Tuesday said 14 guerrillas 

■: -'Li have been killed since Sunday. As is 
iV '• i customary, there was no mention of 
military casualties.' 

Turkish newspapers reported that Mr. 
Ocalan has agreed Vo tape an appeal to 
his followers to lay down their weapons, 
but no siicfr tape has appeared. Military 
officers have said they are planning to 
drop thousands of copies of a goto 
showing Mr. Ocalan m h a nd cuffs in 
front of a Turkish flag over areas where 
guerrillas are active. 

In a report released this week, in- 
vestigators from the Council of Europe 
said Turkey had node progress in im- 
proving its treatment of prisoners but was 
still far from meeting ideal standards. 
The report, issued by the counril’s 

See TURKEY, Page 5 



Kosovar Team Accepts 
Conditional Agreement 

Talks to. Resume After Albanians Consult at Home 


By Joseph Fitchett 

International Herald Tribune 


Mrs. Albright conferring Tuesday with Jorias Van Arisen, right, the Dutch 
foreign minster, and Kmik Wolebaek, left, the foreign minis ter of Norway. 


' PARIS — The Kosovo peace con- 
ference m France was suspended Tues- 
until March 15, with the ethnic 
:and the Serbian authorities in 
stark disagreement with the major ele- 
ments of a settlement that the United 
States and other outride powers sought 
to impose. 

Facing complete deadlock when the 
ntffieijil negotiating dftarilhu* ram<> and 
went in mid-afternoon. Western offi- 
cials were spared from announcing fail- 
ure whoa the ethnic Albanian delegacy 
agreed to spend two weeks 
the political blueprint for an 
autonomous Kosovo in Serbia. 

That outcome amounted to “real pro- 
gress,'’ according to Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, who had taken per- 
sonal charge of the talks. 

“The Kosovar delegates have now 
said that they will sign in two weeks, 
and it’snanml for them to proceed with 
consultations at home because they’re 
starting to play by democratic rules of 
the type that don’t exist for the Serbs,” 
said the State Department spokesman, 
James Rubin. 

If the Kosovars sign, he said, “we’ll 
have the NATO air trigger” back in two 
weeks to compel Serbian acceptance of 
a North Atlantic Treaty Organizaion 
peacekeeping force in Kosovo — a step 
opposed by Belgrade. Officials raid that 


a conference to seal the accord would 
convene in France. 

Mrs. Albright was deprived of her 
strongest card against Mr. Milosevic — 
the threat of NATO air strikes — when 
the ethnic Albanians refused to sign the 
agreement Tuesday. 

As a result, Mr. Milosevic emerged 
unscathed from yet another internation- 
al confrontation. 

Mr. Rubin acknowledged that Mr. 
Milosevic might have been temporarily 

In Serbia, Mr. Milosevic is perceived 
as the winner in the Kosovo 
talks. • General Wesley Clark faces 
a new peacekeeping role. Page 5. 

ftlatftd hy the drffir nttipx in tb<* talV^ hut 

be said that Mrs. Albright had “really 
turned it around” in the final hours. 

A measure of die relief emerged when 
an official confided that “we feel 100 
percent better than last night,” when 
there were fears of outright failure. 

The results of the 17 days of talks at 
Rambouillet, southwest of Paris, were 
also defended by the negotiations’ co- 
chairmen, Foreign Minis ter Hubert 
Vedrine ofFrance and also Foreign Sec- 
retary Robin Cook of Britain, who said: 
“Today is not die end of the process but 
only tiie end of Phase One.” 

But the Kosovars’ grudging last- 
minute consent to consider a settlement 
fell far short of the political break- 


S that Western officials had ex- 
nd could put fresh strains on the 
1 consensus on Kosovo that has 
emerged in the last six weeks. 

Mrs. Albright's comments — de- 
scribing the peace plan for NATO-po- 
liced autonomy as “the best deal either 
side could hope to achieve” — reflected 
frustration over the Kosovar delega- 
tion's refusal to accept the proposed 
political settlement 
It provided for self-government for 
three years but stopped short of offering 
independence, a political impossibility 
for Mr. Milosevic. 

This record left doubts about the sin- 
cerity of the Kosovar delegation's 
promise to sign. The ethnic Albanian 
guerrillas who resisted the political 
package during 17 days at Rambouillet, 
a diplomat said, seemed unlikely to 
warm to die idea back in their home 
surroundings, amid ever-present re- 
minders of Serbian repression. 

Despite the lack of agreement 
Kosovo seemed unlikely to see a quick 
resumption of major hostilities or of Ser- 
bian atrocities against the civilian pop- 


that allied warplanes remained poised 
for punitive air strikes if Serbian troops 
or paramilitary forces went on the of- 
fensive again in the embattled province. 

But the outlook remains as explosive 
as ever, the diplomats said, pointing to 

See KOSOVO, Page 5 
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Britain on 
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LONDON — Prime Minister Tony 
Blair on Toesday senuhe clearest signal 
yet feat he intends to take Britain into 
fee single European curacy, unveiling 
a provisional blueprint for converting 
the British economy from the pound to 
fee euro. 

The plan includes significant gov- 
ernment spending on preparations, even 
before fee question of membership is 
put to Britons in a referendum. 

. The plan stopped short of c ommitting 
fee government to entering the euro 
zone or b ring in g forward tire timetable 
for a decision, which Mr. Blair reiterated 
would be tatarby referendum same- 
thne tuoniid the year 2QQI or 2002. 

But the fact~th8l the? prime minister 
took it upon himself to pr&esot the blue- 
print to fee House of C ommons , and 
urged business and government agen- 
cies to accelerate tiiefr preparations for a 
new currency, was inte n ded to demon- 
strate Mr. Blair’s determination to join 
fee euro as long as it proves successful, 
«Hiinr aides said. 7 

“Die- government itself will be mak- 
ing active preparations for the euro in 
fee belief mat it will be in tins country ’s 
int er e s t s to join in fee future should our 
economic tests be met,” Mr. Blair told 
fee House of Commons. “Business 
should start to do the same.” 

Mr. Blair’s statement drew attacks 
both from hardened opponents of the 
euro, who accused the government of 
trying to push fee nation into the single 
currency without a proper debate,' and 
supporters of .early entry, who wanted a 

See POUND, Page d 


Avalanche Smashes Austrian Town, Killing 7 



FtMn Grfbfad/Tbr iWodawd FW 

At the Swiss resort of Evotene, an avalanche left a deadly white wake as it rambled down the 
mountain. Two other avalanehes hit the ski village, kilting three people and leaving seven missing. 


CemfMbyOtrStaSFnmiDapatdta 

INNSBRUCK, Austria — An avalanche 
roared into a small town in fee Alps in 
western Austria on Tuesday, reportedly 
killing at least seven people and leaving 
about 35 missing. 

At least 20 people, some of them critically 
injured, had been rescued by early evening, 
Austrian television said. The report said seven 
bodies had been recovered and estimated feat 
35 people remained buried as night set in. 

The snowslide in Galtoer, a town in the 
Paznaun Valley in Tyrol Province, struck in 
fee late afternoon. Countless avalanches have 
been roaring down Alpine slopes in recent 
days, stranding thousands of tourists in the 
worst snow chaos in fee Alps in years. 

“We were drinking hot mulled wine when 
suddenly it started,” Franz Wenko, a hotel 
operator in die town, told Austrian tele- 
vision. “The lights went out. It was dark. 
There was only dost and snow. We got out of 
there as fast as we could.” 

Major Wartok, an Austrian Army officer 
who declined to give his first name, said it 
was assumed feat fee other missing people 
were trapped in houses that had been buried 
in fee avalanche. He said they had a better 
chance of surviving than those caught in fee 
open, where the weight of the snow soon 
suffocates them. In fee wreckage of houses, 

See SNOW, Page 5 


Euro Health Depends on Budget Pact, Bonn Says 


By John Schmid 

International Herald Tribune 


BONN — : Goman officials warned 
Tuesday that fee already wobbly euro 
could fell timber and spark a “crisis” if 
European Union leaders failed to agree 
by March on a reduction of EU farm and 
regional-aid spending. 

The German government, which 
holds the rotating EU presidency, is 
planning to use an informal gathering of 


EU leaders Friday in Bonn to warn of 
economic and financial fallout if na- 
tional interests block an overhaul of the 
budget of the 15-nation bloc, officials 
said as they laid out Germany's plans. 

“Markets will think the European 
leaders cannot pull their act together,” 
said one official, who like the others 


The comments helped to (have the 
euro down sharply Tuesday. Conceived 
as a strong, world-class reserve cur- 


rency, it has eroded almost steadily 
since its Jan. 1 inauguration, trading at 
$1.0992 Tuesday in New York from its 
early January high of just over $1.18. 

One official said that, in a worst-case 
scenario, a slumping euro could force 
fee European Central Bank to tighten 
credit to defend the currency just as a 
rapid economic deceleration was pres- 
suring fee ECB to ease interest rates. 

Oskar Lafbntaine, fee German fi- 
nance minister, heaped pressure on fee 


ECB to cut rates in Parliament Tuesday, 
warning that deflation could take hold if 
interest rates were not cut soon to stim- 
ulate growth. “There is a need to act” 
on interest-rare policy, he said. 

Tensions will accompany fee infor- 
mal summit meeting Friday in Bonn 
even without fears of a currency crisis. 
In Brussels, farmers from across the EU 
staged their second day of mass protests 

See EURO, Page 12 


U.S. to Bar Satellite Sale 

In Shift, Security Concerns Kill Deal With China 


By JeffGerih 
avid E. Sanger 
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WASHINGTON. r~ Swayed by cri- 
.ticisms that- commercial satellite (teals 
wife China could threaten national se- 
fee Clinton administration has 
to reject, the sate of a $450 
■million satellite to a consortium wife 
.close ties to fee Chinese government, 
senior officials here said. - 
Die decision Monday casts consid- 
erable doubt on the future of satellite 
sates to the- Chinese and reverses the 
policy, in effect for several years, erf 
promoting commercial satellite deals 
wife China. Die United States charo- 
piemed fee transactions to help Amer- 
ican business and expats ana to help 
. China mate technological advances. 
But in fee last several months, fee 
adinmistration har freed a barrage of 
• investigations and official reports feat 
have ralfad the s atellite sales and as- 
sociated expertise a threat to American 


and a boqo to China's military 
f. The fmdingB have indicated 
feat fee program of satellite sales might 
have jpven fee Chinese the scientific 
expertise to im prove their missile- 
laundring capacity. 

. Disapproval of the deal is likely to be 
anofeer sensitive issue raised next week 
when Secretary of State Madeleine Al- 
bright visits China as relations erode 
over Other issues like human rights and 
trade. 

The decision came after the Defense 
and State de p ar t m e nts objected to al- 
lowing China to Iannch the satellite. Die 
Co mm e n c e Department favored the 
sale, but die State and Defense depart- 
ments overruled it, concluding ttet the 
technology to place fee satellite in. orbit 
would help fee Chinese military make 
its intercontinental ballistic missile fleet 
mere accurate. 

Die' deal involves, a. Hughes Hec- 
tronics Cap, satellite designed to set up 

See TECH, Page 6 
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Texan Convicted 

In Racist Killing 

The AssocUned Pros 

JASPER, Texas — .A white sn- 
premadst was convicted of a 

murder Tuesday far chaining a 1 
man to a pickup truck and dra^ 
him to his deafe. John William] 
was the first of three men to be tried 
in the slaying. Mr. King now frees 
either life in prison or execution. 
Earlier article, Page 3. 

Greenspan Praises 
U.S. on Economy 

Americans “can justifiably feel 
proud” of their economy, and it 
should remain solid this year, Alan 
. Greenspan, chairman of fee Federal 
Reserve Board, said Tuesday. 

He cautioned, however, feat, a 
stock-market sell-off and renewed 
inflati on were still potential 
dangers. Page 11. 


‘ By Don Kirk 

International Herald Tribune 


DONGSUNG, China —North Korea 
.is increasingly taming to public ex- 
ecutions to try to curb a rampant crime 
wave — ranging from murder and can- 
nibalism to smuggling and robbery — 
by people desperate for food, accenting 
to refugees from the starving country. 

Refugees, interviewed in this village 
about 15 kilometers (10 miles) west of 
the North Korean border and elsewhere 
in fee region, reported a countrywide 
pattern of summary public trials and 
executions, usually by shooting but oc- 
casionally by hanging. 

Without exception, fee refugees re- 
ported they had witnessed several — in 
some cases as many as a dozen — 
executions. 

They said feat die pattern of exe- 
cutions is the same: The prisoners, 
already half-dead from beatings, are 


North Korean Desperation 

Reports of Executions to Halt Hunger Crimes 

While several thousand people watch 
silently, fee official reads the charges 
against fee prisoners over a loudspeaker 
red ?glts if they admit their guilt. They 
nod or mumble, * *1 admit,” red then are 
shot 

“For one prisoner, there are three 
riflemen,” said Park Chul, a 30-year- 
old fanner who came by night to Dong- 
sung in hopes of a better life among fee 
several million ethnic Koreans in north- 
eastern Chute. 

‘ l If there are nine prisoners, there are 
.three riflemen each. They line than up 
red shoot at fee same time. One shoots 
three times in fee head, the other three 
times in fee chest, the third, three times 
in fee stomach.” 

Other refugees, ranging from chil- 
dren begging in marketplaces to work- 
ers roaming fee Chinese conn try side in 
search of odd jobs red handouts, say 
feat the prisoners’ offenses include 
theft, reuimbalism and murdering chil- 


1 


in front of a security official. 


See KOREA, Page 6 
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American Monsters / Square Feet , Firmly Planted 


Inflation Under Control \ Except in the Size of Houses 


By William Booth 

il*tfto»JtfAWT Pus i Service 

S ANTA MONICA, California 
— First there was that little 
Beach Bungalow. It disap- 
peared. Tlien the cozy Crafts- 
man down the street, fed imo'ihe maw 
of the demolition Dumpsters. 

"Oh. my.” Doris Sosin thought 

"What’s happening here?" 

Then the gracious Spanish in need 
of some loving care was bulldozed 
and replaced by a 6,000-square-footer 
(557 square meters): a two-story. neo- 
Mediterranean. pink stucco palace as 
big and boxy as an apartment com- 
plex. bulging to the property line with 
five bedrooms, six baths, a nanny 
suite, home gym. two offices, under- 
ground parking and those soaring 
entry foyers that announce like noth" 
ing else that the new owners have 
arrived. 

Ms. Sosin learned a new and un- 
flattering term to describe a phenom- 
enon occurring across the nation: Her 
neighborhood was being invaded by 
"monster homes." 

She vowed to stop it. And she is not 
alone. 

The American resort towns of As- 
pen. Colorado; Park City, Utah: Jack- 
son Hole. Wyoming, and Palm Beach. 
Florida, all have limited the size of 
new houses. Similar ordinances have 
passed or are being batted about in 
Sarasota. Florida: Oakland; Seattle: 
Dallas and a dozen other locales. 

The debate touches on one of the 
most personal and tellingof choices: 
In an age of greater affluence and' 
changing family dynamics, what 
should the American home be like? 

And how big is too big in the land of 
the free and "of zealously guarded 
property rights, where one family’s 
dream home is a neighbor’s worst 
nightmare? 

"There is an ongoing explosion in 
the size." said Robert Stem, the new 
dean of (he School of Architecture at 
Yale University. "Houses keep get- 
ting larger and larger and larger. 

"It is a return (o the kind of house 
once reserved for the very rich," said 
Mr. Stem, who has designed his share 
of large houses. "But now the middle 
class also expects quite a big house." 

Today, the megarich are building 
more megahouses in the United States 
than ever before. Fueled by the bull 
market on Wall Street and low in- 
flation. the market for the truly large 
house is exploding among technolo- 
gists in Silicon Valley, lobbyists in 
suburban Washington and dentists in 
Dallas. Houses so big they make 
Mount Vernon look quaint. Single- 
family houses so spacious that their 
builders compare them to entire 
Tuscan villages. 



P*U W-Wqpoo ft* 


Residents in Santa Monica* California* walking their dog past an older home that is about to be 'mooned . * by the house under 
construction next door. Aw minimansions in the beachside town bulge to the property line with multiple bedrooms and even 
more baths - plus home gyms* and those soaring entry foyers that announce like nothing else that the new owners have arrived. 


Bill Gates erected himself a 40.000- 
square-foot house in Medina. Wash- 
ington, and why shouldn't the richest 
man alive be able to do so? Ira Ren- 
nert, an industrialist, got a tut-tut in 
The New Yorker for building a 
42.000-square-foot house in Saga- 
ponackon Long Island. Prince Bandar 
bin Sultan, the Saudi ambassador to 
the United States, built before new 
regulations were in place and went for 
55.000 square feet in Aspen — just 
about the size of the White House. 

But. as Mr. Stem points out. many 
in the upper-middle and middle classes 
want the "minimansion” too. 

Where the American middle 
classes once were content to move out 
of stuffy tenements and narrow row 
houses and into tract homes in the 
newly created suburbs, the houses of 
the post- World War 0 generation feel 
cramped to many new families: light- 
less places with galley kitchens and no 
place for the television, which had not 
been invented when they were builL 

Even in Levittown. New York, 
smaller houses are being converted to 
minimansions rapidly. 

“You don’r replace old things." 
Mr. Stem said. "You add. You have a 
phone? You get a fax machine. But 
now you need a computer, because 


you get e-mail. In the home office. All 
this takes more space. 

. “People w ant a bathroom for every 
child. Then they discovered, perhaps 
in hotels, two sinks in the bathroom. 
Brushing teeth in rhythm. You gotta 
have that. Plus a bathtub combo, a 
separate shower and tub," he said. 
"But not any tub. A mb you could 
launch a flotilla in. 

A mericans not only 

have more things and need 
more space for them, but 
houses are used differently. 
They are home offices now, for 
many. With women in the work force, 
nannies and baby-sitters are needed, 
and so are rooms for live-in help. 
Many children of the middle classes 
don't play down the block anymore: 
they are shuttled to gymnastics and tae 
kwon do, and so yards are shrinking to 
provide more indoor space for video 
games. The smaller the yard, the smal- 
ler the upkeep, and many homeowners 
don't have the time or desire anymore 
to mow their own yards. 

But what makes a big house a mon- 
ster home? Like pornography, it 
seems to be in the eyes of the be- 
holder: People think they know it 
when they see it. 


Critics of garganruanism calf the' 
houses blockbusters. Wal-Maits, 
starter castles and trophy homes; they 
decry them as “houses on steroids" 
and "houses with thyroid problems." 

When a really big house is built 
next to a smaller one, overpowering 
its diminutive neighbor, it is said to be 
"mooning.” 

But the trend toward bigness also 
has its roots in economics. Sarah 
Susanka, a Minneapolis architect and 
author of "The Not So Big House," 
maintains that when owners decide to 
rebuild a teardown or make additions, 
real-estate agents and builders con- 
vince them that the most bang for the 
buck is added square footage. If 
you’re going to add some space to a 
galley kitchen, why add 200 square 
feet when you can add $00? It does not 
add much to the cost of construction 
but may increase resale value. 

Ms. Susanka contends that this can 
lead to a bad decision. 

"I’ve never had a client tell me they 
want a big showy home. But that’s 
what many people are buying, and I’m 
finding a lot of megabouse disap- 
pointment out there,” she said, “it s 
not what they expected. It’s too much 
house." 

In the Santa Monica spat, the com- 


munity struggling with the issue is in 
the “ * nortb-of-Montana Avenue" 
neighborhood, the poshest area in this 
beachside town 

Doris Sosin’s newly formed group 
of homeowner activists has succeeded 
lacing a temporary limit on the 
of homes, and a full-blown or- 
dinance is being debated vigorously. 

Another neighborhood association. 
Citizens for a More Beautiful Santa 
Monica, was formed recently to fight 
these opponents of megahouses. 

* The problem here is they want to 
regulate taste, and that is a very emo- 
tional issue because you're talking 
about your home,” Amy Goldberg, 
one of the group’s founders, said. 

Ms. Goldberg believes that, within 
reason, property owners" should be 
able to build the kind of house they 
want It is. after alt their money and 
their home. 

She explained the drive to expand. 

“People have two and three kids,” 
Ms. Goldberg said. “You want each 
to have their own bedroom. So that’s 
four bedrooms, with the master. I need 
five, because "when my relatives 
come, they stay ' with us. You need a 
home office. 

"You need this and that,” she 
said. 


U.S. Said to Put Spies in UN’s Iraq Inspection Teams in 1991 


By Philip Shenon 

Ai n flirt Thin- \ Sin uc 


WASHINGTON — The Central In- 
telligence Agency began placing Amer- 
ican spies on teams of UN weapons 
inspectors in Iraq only a year after the 
end of the Gulf war of 1991 and wbrked 
closely with the United Nations to or- 
ganize the inspections, a former arms 
inspector says. 

The former inspector, Scott Ritter, 
said in a new book that he and a senior 
CIA official had planned some of the 
largest and most complex inspections, 
undertaken by the United Nations, and 
that the UN inspection teams had in- 
cluded "CIA paramilitary covert op- 
erators." 

He said a coup attempt against Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein of Iraq in June 
I99t» coincided with the presence of an 
inspection team that included nine CIA 
operatives. 

Mr. Ritter, who does not provide doc- 
umentation for all of his conclusions and 
has been criticized repeatedly by the 
Clinton administration, speculated in his 
book that the intelligence agency might 


have orchestrated the timing. 

The book. "Endgame.” supports the 
Iraqi allegation that the United Nations 
inspection teams were riddled with 
.American spies almost from the start. 

Mr. Hussein has accused Mr. Riner of 
being a CIA agent, a charge that he 
denies. 

American officials have acknowl- 
edged that the CIA gave assistance to the 
UN inspection program and provided 
specialists to work on the inspection 
teams. 

But Mr. Ritter's account seems to 
make clear that the agency’s involve- 
ment was far more extensive — and 
began earlier — than has been previ- 
ously reported. 

The book, being published in April by 
Simon & Schuster, is harshly critical of 
the Clinron administration and espe- 
cially of Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright. 

She is depicted as having fought 
strenuously last year to have Mr. Riner 
removed from leading an arms inspec- 
tion team because he was considered too 
aggressive in dealing with the Iraqis. 

The CIA and the United Nations Spe- 


cial Commission, or Unscom, which is 
responsible for the inspection teams, 
said they had no immediate comment on 
the book. Galley proofs were obtained 
on condition that the source not be iden- 
tified. 

The State Department dismissed Mr. 
Ritter's criticism of Ms. Albright. 

"Decisions on Unscom were made by 
its chairman, Richard Butler," said 
James Foley, a department spokesman. 
"Any advice we gave him was based on 
issues of timing and tactics to maintain 
sup- port for Unscom in the UN Security 
Council." 

Mr. Ritter provides a detailed descrip- 
tion of his work for the United Nations, 
which began in 1991 and ended last 
.summer when he resigned in part to 
protest what he described as the ad- 
ministration’s meddling in the work of 
the inspectors. 

In repeated interviews since his resig- 
nation, Mr. Ritter has alleged that the 
administration hindered the arms in- 
spections out of fear of direct confron- 
tations with Iraq. 

Mr. Ritter says in the book that the 
CIA became actively involved in in- 


spections in 1992, the year after the 
United .Nations began inspections in 
search for evidence of chemical and 
biological weapons in Iraq. 

In the book, he says he and a senior 
CIA official, identified by apseudonym, 
Moe Dobbs, worked together “to plan 
the operational and intelligence support 
for the largest and most complex in- 
spections ever undertaken by Un- 
scom.’’ 

Mr. Ritter said that beginning in the 
spring of 1992, "Dobbs and his men 
provided seasoned personnel who could 
operate vehicles, organize logistics, run 
communications — simply put, the kind 
of people you want around you in a 
difficult situation.” 

The agency played its largest role, he 
said, in an inspection in June 1996, when 
nine "CIA paramilitary covert operat- 
ors” were placed on a team seeking to 
inspect compounds maintained by Mr. 
Hussein's elite Republican Guards. 

The Iraqis tried to block the inspec- 
tion. resulting in a standoff that lasted 
several days and brought swift condem- 
nation of Iraq by the United Nations 
Security Council. 


That same month. Iraqi dissidents 
staged a coup attempt against Mr. Hus- 
sein. The attempt foiled, and Mr. Ritter 
said he later became suspicions of its 
timing and of the presence of .an in- 
spection team that included several CIA 
employees. 

“There was no proof of Dobbs’s in- 
volvement,” Mr. Ritter said, “btrt there 
was a strong set of coincidences'. The 
inspection was directed almost exclus- 
ively at Special Republican Guard sites: 
the coup plotters were from some of the 
same units we were trying to inspect" 

The Defense Department, which de- 
manded last week that Mr. Ritter .turn 
over a copy of the book for a security 
review before publication, would not 
comment on whether it was considering 
legal action to block distribution. 

■ US. Jets Strike Iraqi Bunker 

U.S. F-15 fighrer jets dropped pre- 
cision-guided bombs Tuesday on an 
Iraqi command and control bunker in the 
northern no- flight zone in response to 
anti-aircraft artillery fire, the U.S. mil- 
itary said, Agence France-Presse report- 
ed from Washington. 


Experts Urge 
New Therapy 
For Cancer 
Of the Cervix 


By Denise Grady 

JVth - Kirt rimes Sen ire ■ 

NEW YORK — Cancer experts are. 
recommending a major change in the 
treatment of advanced cervical cancer, 
urging dial chemotherapy be added to 
tiie standard treatment: radiation. Thc.^ 
recommendation is based on five ne$- 
studies showing that the combination- 
reduces death rates from the disease by 
30 percent to 50 percent. 

Officials at the National Cancer In- 
stitute announced the findings on Mon- 
day and said they were mailing the new 
recommendation to 20,000 cancer speV 
cialists worldwide in a “clinical an- 
nouncement,” only the fourth such nor 
tification in the past 10 years. Such an- 
nouncements are used to alert doctors to. 
important advances in treatment. 

The five new studies will not be pub; 
fished in medical journals until later this 
year, but the journal editors agreed it was 
imperative to release the information 
early so that it could be used to help, 
patients now being treated. The New' 
England Journal of Medicine, which will 
publish three of the papers in April, has 
already posted them on its Web sire, r' 

The new findings apply to womet£ : 
with cancers classified os "locally ad- 
vanced” or “invasive,” meaning that 
tiie tumor on the o is large or has spread 
to nearby lymph nodes or other pans of 
the pelvis. About 25 percent of women 
with cervical cancer in the United States 
fall into that category. An estimated 
12,800 new cases of the disease are 
expected in 1999. 

The recommendation for combined 
treatment does not apply to women with 
earlier stages of the disease, who do noi 
need such aggressive therapy, or to 
women with cancer that has spread be- 
yond the pelvis, who are considered un- 
likely to benefit They also do not apply, 
to women who have already completed a 
course of radiation treatment. 

"This is the first substantive change in 
the treatment of advanced cancer of the, 
cervix in 40 years,” said Dr. Mitchell 
Morris, who studied the combination, 
treatment at the University of Texas MD|* 
Anderson Cancer Center in Houston. 

Dr. Edward Trimble, head of the sur- 
gery section at the cancer therapy eval- 
uation program at the National Cancer 
Institute, said: “We think that based on’ 
these data the standard of care should 
change.” He said he expected the com- 
bination treatment to save thousands of 
lives a year. 

Among women aged 35. to 54, cer- • 
vicar cancer is the fifth leading cause o£ 
death from cancer, after tumors of the 
breast, lung, colon and rectum and 
ovary. 


Europe Air Traffic 
Warned of Delays 

Reuters 

BRUSSELS — The European air . 
traffic control group Eurocontrol 
warned cm Tuesday of possible * 
delays in flights in Europe from-' 
Thursday because of a reorganiz- ' 
ation of routes over France and 
Switzerland. 

The changes are part of a plan to / 
improve services by increasing the ■' 
capacity of some routes, Eurocon- 
trol said. 

But to implement the changes, ■ 
flights will have to be reduced for 
“a limited period as from February 
25.” 

“As a result, delays can be ex- -! 
pected.” 

Eurocontrol said the changes ; 
were deliberately being made in 
February, when seasonal traffic is at 
its lowest 

Industry sources said airlines had 
been advised to expect disruption to 
between 30 percent and 50 percent 
of flights in northern French, Swiss, ' 
Belgian, Dutch and some British - 
airspace between Thursday and 
March 14. 
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Cyprus to Open Pretoria Embassy 

NICOSIA iAFPi — Cyprus will open an embassy in 
Pretoria, the capital of South Africa, within the next few weeks 
to expand the representation provided by its Johannesburg 
consulate, officials said Tuesday. 

Cyprus’s ambassador will arrive in March after Nicosia 
gets approval from Pretoria, said Alecos Shambos. director 
general of the Cypriot Foreign Ministry'. 

The decision to open the embassy was made while President 
Glavkos Klerides was attending the Non-Aligned Movement 
summit in Durban. South Africa, in November, Mr. Shambos 
said. 

About 30.000 Greek Cypriots live in South Africa, and the 
country has 150,000 Greek-speakers, he said. 

With the embassy in Pretoria. Cyprus will have 27 em- 
bassies around the world. Nicosia plans to open a 28th 
embassy this t ear in Helsinki. 

Monument Reopens in Washington 

WASHINGTON tNYT) — Hundreds of people are again 
visiting the Washington Monument, which had been closed 
since Oci. 5 while a scaffold was constructed to permit 
workers to inspect and repair its marble skin. 

"Even in the middle of the renovation, it is nice that they let 
people in.” said Shoshana Deitch, a tourist from Jerusalem. 

Ms. Deicch and the others who stood in line in a chilly wind 
for 25 minutes were lucky that the monument was open at all, 
because repairs are a bit behind schedule. 

The park service u ill shut the monument again this year to 
begin the last phase of the work: renovations of the ob- 
servation deck and an area with a souvenir shop just below 
it 
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Forecast for Thursday through Saturday, as provided by AccuWeather. Asia 


North America 
Brisk and chilly in Now 
England Thursday, out an 
area oi snow over me Ohio 
Valley will move to New 
England by Saturday. Dry 
ana warm with plenty of 
sunshine in the Southwest, 
whie the Pacific Northwest 
has soaking rain Tnursaay 
Dry and rrma in die South- 
east 


Europe 

Dry and w&aorebly ndd In 
London Thursday, then 
windy and colder with ram 
across afi of England into 
Saturday. Windy wtft rain 
in northern Europe Friday 
end Saturday. Italy Into 
southeastern Europe will 
ha dry and mUd wan soma 
sunshine. Soaking rain in 
Greece and Tirtay. 


Asia 


Dry and mild in Beijing 
Thursday, than chHly with 
showers Friday. Tokyo wfl 
remain rrtid through Satur- 
day, but ram is likely over 
the weekend. Heavy rain 
wlU push Into southeastern 
China, reaching from 
Sichuan Province to near 
Hong Kong. Hot and dry 
across southeast Asia. 
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By Dan Balz and'David S. Binder P 311 group. Others- have dose ties Steve Forbes, the publishing magnate 
Hi Bbingm Post Service t0 ^ father, the former president with a vast personal wealth to throw at a 

~ — : rr Mr. Bush has said he will defer a campaign.'*R.epyblican governors, who 

WASHINGTON — At least-half of decision on whether to -Jim until die control politicai-jmd fund-raising op- 
the nation’s Republican governors are Texas Legislature completes its current eratipns in their states, would be Mr. 
ready to endorse the presidential nom- session, this spring. Bush's most important allies, 

i nation .of .George W. Bush, and, in a Early . polls put Mr: Bush and Eliza- Mr. Racicot, who said he had begun 
preemptive show of force, may declare betb Hanford Dole, the former president urging Mr. Bush to run for president at 


part of the group. Others- have dose ties 
to his father, the former president 
Mr. Bush has said he will defer a 


i nation .of .George W. Bush, and,' in a 
preemptive show of force, may' declare 
themselves in favor of tbe.Texas gov- 
ernor as eirly as this week. 

The unusual mobilization for. an un- 
declared, nonincumbem White House 
hopeful emerged from, a flurry of con- 
versations among the 31 Republican 
state executives attending the midwinter 
meeting in Washington of the National 
governors' Association. - 
3g Three early Bush enthusiasts — John 
Sigler of Michigan, Paul CeUucci of 


session, this spring. Bush's most important allies. 

Early .polls put Mr Bush and Eliza- Mr. Racicot, who said he had begun 
betb Hanford Dole, the former president urging Mr. Bush to run for president at 
of the American Red Cipss,at the top of least a year before the Texan’s landslide 


the prospective Republican field. 

At least half of the 31 
Republican state leaders . 
voiced their support. 

Mr. Bush has said that family, con- 


Massacbusetts and Marc Racicot of sidexations could preclude a campaign in 
Montana — began sounding out col- 2000, but his wife and teenage twin 
leagues soon after they arrived Saturday, daughters seem likely to support a run. 
When they found that more than half of His stiff members are saying they expect 
those they contacted were ready to sup- him to become a candidate, 
port Mr. Busb, they decided, to step up For months, Mr. Bush has been ac- 


sy expect 


their efforts to reach the rest and convert lively preparing for a presidential cam- 
informal pledges into some kind of state- paign. He has met with domestic and 
menr. foreign policy experts, prospective fu/id- 

• "If 15 or 20 of us sign on. it would raisers and political operatives on a reg- 
show he has a significant base .of sup- ular basis in Austin, 
port." Mr. Racicot said. "It could help Delegations of State legislators — in 
him make up his mind to ran." the past month, contingents from Cali- 

■ Support for Mr. Bush among the Re- forma, Iowa and South Carolina — and 
publican governors comes as no great party officials have been arcing Mr. 
surprise, for his brother Jeb, the new Bush to become a candidate. Such sup- 
governor of Florida, and the chief ex- port would :give Mr. Bush significant 
ecutives of the neighboring states Okla- nelp in Republican primaries next year, 
Homa, Louisiana and New Mexico are particularly against a candidate such as 


re-election victory in November, said a 
principal reason so many governors are 
prepared to support him is his "demon- 
strated ability to win** all kinds of 
voters. . 

"He's strong, he’s sensitive to 
people; he's tough, he’s durable,” Mr. 
Racicot said, "and there's a genuine 
sense of liking him. ’ ’ 

The offers Of support spanned the 
ideological range from moderates such 
as Mr. CeUucci and John Rowland of 
Connecticut - to conservatives such as 
Dirk Kempthorne of Idaho and Mike 
Leavitt of Utah. 

People familiar wiib the canvassing 
said it confirmed that two governors — 
Don Sundquist of Tennessee and Mike 
Huckabee of Arkansas — support 
Lamar Alexander, a former governor of 
Tennessee. Two others. Kirk Fordice of 
Mississippi and Mike Johanns of Neb- 
raska, are likely to back Dan Quayle, the 
former vice president 

Governor George Pataki of New York 
has started a series of out-of-state 
speeches and is regarded by the Bush 
backers as someone who may have pres- 
idential ambitions of his own. 


Wild About Hillary, for Now 

' WASHINGTON — Privately, at least, many journalists do 
not really believe that Hillary Rodham Clinton will run for die 
Senate in New York. This is, after all, a first lady so un- 


appeared poised to win a landslide re-election vicrory on 
Tuesday with a big share of the black vote. Mr. Daley, who 
won election in 1989 in the most racially polarized vote in the 
city’s history, is winning more black votes than his black 
chaUenger, Representative Bobby Rush, according to polls. 


Senate in New York. This is, after aU, a first lady so un- Those polls indicate Mr. Daley could win 70 percent of the 
comfortable with reporters that she . banned them from her total vote. In. his first successful bid for mayor, he won less 



Grisly Testimony 
On Racist Killing 

Doctor Says Victim Suffered Greatly 


The Assuiiuted Press 

JASPER, Texas 


"It’s my opinion, while be- 
ing dragged, Mr. Byrd was 


Dragged along a bumpy road conscious and was attempting 
by a chain around his ankles, to relieve the pain and injuries 


James Byrd Jr. desperately 
shifted from side to side to 


he was receiving." said Dr. 
Brown, who explained how 


ease the excruciating pain and Mr. Byrd's heels and limbs 
was alive until his head was were ground to the bone. 


tom off by a concrete drain- 
age duct, a pathologist test- 
ified. 

Dr. Tommy Brown was the 
last of 43 prosecution wit- 


"I think we aU know how 
much brush-bum abrasions, 
like if you fall and slide on a 
surface with your hands — 
that's very painful — and this 


nesses to take the stand at the would have been very painful 
trial of John William King, to him," Dr. Brown "testified. 


David PtuHqVThf AmikuuxI Prrvs 

John William King, right, being escorted from the 
Jasper County Courthouse. He is charged with cap- 
ital murder in the dragging death of James Byrd Jr. 


24, one of three white men 
accused of killing the 49- 
year-old Mr. Byrd last June 
because he was black. 

The defense also rested 
Monday, after presenting just 
three witnesses. Closing ar- 
guments were scheduled to 
begin Tuesday. 

Prosecutors need to prove 
that Mr. Byrd was alive when 
he was dragged in order to 
prove charges of kidnapping 


"He would probably swap 
one portion of his body for the 
other, trying to get relief as he 
was being dragged." 

Prosecutors say Mr. Byrd 
was walking home from a 
party early June 7 when he gor 
a ride from the three white men 
and ended up scuffling with 
them. Dr. Brown said Mr. 
Byrd's fatal injury occurred 
about two- thirds of the way 
into the three-mile <five-kik>- 


and murder, which together merer) journey, when his head, 
would expose Mr. King, a shoulder and' right aim were 


white supremacist, to 
death penally. 


New Wine Labels Irk Senator 


By David Stout 

A ew York Times Service 


plane on domestic trips during her husband's first term. To 
think of her going toe-to-toe with the tabloids, or visiting. 
Poughkeepsie and Syracuse, orpatiently answering questions 
about Whirewater or her husband's philandering, is to stretch 
the imagination. 


WASHINGTON — In a 

than 7 percent of the black vote. _ ™ ove may foreshadow a 

"He’s worked assiduously to court the black community.” “tier struggle over govem- 
said Don Rose, a Liberal political consultant here who has ™ em P °“ cies ° n alcohol, 
worked against Mr. Daley in earlier campaigns. “And he’s Senator Strom Thurmond has 
done a lot of it with classic Chicago political wiles — deals, mtrc ^ a 5f d 11131 


But no one wants to spoil the fun, so tire press has gone wild. jobs. He’s made terrific allies. " 


sages” on wine bottles. 

Mr. Thurmond, a Repub- 
lican from South Carolina, 
said he wanted to reverse the 
"irresponsible” 'action of the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms, which on Feb. 5 
approved two bottle labels 


people to consult dietary 
guidelines published by the 
Departments of Agriculture 
and Health and Human Ser- 
vices. which warn of the 
dangers of alcohol but also 
cite evidence that moderate 


torn off by a concrete drain 
pipe at the foot of a driveway. 

The pathologist said there 
was no way to determine 
whether Mr. Byrd was still 
conscious when his head hit 
foe culvert. 

Mr. King's father and a fe- 
male relative of Mr. Byni left 
the courtroom even before the 
pathologist testified. Some of 
Mr. Byrd’s family members 
who stayed cried. 

Hours later, the defense 
rested after calling three wit- 
nesses who testified for less 


introduced legislation that 
would bar new "health mes- 


Tirae and Newsweek joined foe party with big cover stories 
lyionday. "Not since Colin Powell’s book tour in 1995 has so 
much hype surrounded a candidacy that is likely never to be 
announced.” writes John Fund of foe Wall Street Journal. 

Cable TV shows that had gorged themselves on Monica 
Lewinsky are suddenly buzzing about Senator Hillary. "I 


Away From Politics 


t ;orge Siephanopoulos said on ABC. CNN’s Wolf Blitzer 
id "some serious people out there” want her to be Vice 
President A1 Gore’s running mate in 2000. ( WP ) 


hemselves on Monica •Imposing the nation’s highest state taxes 
it Senator Hillar y “| on tobacco has brought just what supporters 
-this story line going *’ . sought, a state report found— a sharp decline in 
’ CNN’s Wolf Blitter cigarenes sold in Alaska last year. (AP) 


• The rise of video games and foe fall of the 
Berlin Wall, foe somber Vietnam Memorial 
and the playful “E.T.” are foe things Amer- 
icans identify with the 1980s, based on public 
balloting for postage stamps commemorating 
that decade. (AP) 


widwilAl Gore’s runmng matefo 2000 (WP) • More than 10,000 people packed a Cali- thatdecade. (AP) 

. forma shopping mall and nearby streets to 

rru . rwi. m t r r\ protest foe hanging of a Ho Chi Minh portrait •Kicking off one of the strictest anti- 

Th I « Time HI neks Like Dalpv and communist flag inside a video store. The drunken driving campaigns. New York City 

A MS. A WLC, UlU,Viys AjMV ASUIVJ ..crowd, mostly waving yellow and red flags of police seized the care of three drivers Mon- 

CHICAGO-In an astonishing turnabout from the bitter promised .^| 

'ini divisions here a decade aeo. Mavor Richard Dalev ^nl» ®nd no arrests were reported. (AP) challenges to foe new policy. (NYT) 


• Kicking off one of the strictest anti- 
drunken driving campaigns. New York City 


racial divisions here a decade ago. Mayor Richard Daley 


challenges to foe new policy. 


approved two bottle labels drinking may 
that encourage consumers to heart disease, 
learn about foe benefits of 
drinking wine. I 

The legislation he pro- 
posed Monday also would 
transfer labeling authority to 
foe Department of Health and fo 

Human Services and would 
raise taxes on wine. 

A trade association said foe 
wine industry, which asked 
for foe new labels, would . 
fight the proposals. 

“We can argue foe merits flST 

if it comes to that,” said John 
De Luca, president of foe • • v — 
Wine Institute. . . 'SSSX 

The new labels invite 


drinking may lower foe risk of than an hour. Mr. King did not 
heart disease. take the stand. 


A Great Location 
for Business Travellers 

SWisSOtelj^ISTANBUL 

The Bosphorus 

A Passion for Pwfadaan 
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Journeys endJiutMniles follow you 




Simply calling home can help you embark 
on another journey. Of course, that’s only if 
you use the MCI WorldCom Card,- the only 
card that lets you earn five frequent flier' miles 
for every dollar you spend.* Using the card 
also gives you access to operators who speak 
your language and the low rates you’ve come 
to expect from MCI WorldCom. So, enjoy 
your stay, and use your card to call home and 
other countries. 

To sign up, or to get additional access 
codes, visit us at www-mci.com/worldphone 
or ask your MCI WorldCom operator to make 
a collect call to 1-410-3 14-2 93 8; 


MCI WORLDCOM 
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Boycotted Conference Opens 

Western Nations Sit Out as Interpol Holds Heroin Meeting in Burma 








Agence Frtmce-Presse 

RANGOON — Interpol opened its 
fourth international heroin conference 
here Tuesday, despite a boycott by 
Western critics who assailed the de- 
cision to hold it in Burma, one of the 
world's largest sources of opium. 

Officials from both Burma and In- 
terpol, the international police organi- 
zation. criticized nations including the 
United States, Britain and France, who 
stayed away to avoid endorsing Burma's 
military regime and an anti-drug policy 
that they consider too lax. 

"As two of die largest markets for 
heroin in the world, the United States 
and Britain bear special responsibility to 


work with the rest of die international 
community in every way possible," Tin 
Hlaing, the Burmese home affairs min- 
ister, said at the opening ceremony. 

' "Their huge markets fuel a global 
narcotics trade which threatens to affect 
many countries in the developing world, 
including Myanmar." 

Nations that refused to attend said 
their decision was based on disquiet over 
Burma's anti-drugs policy, allegations 
of human rights violations there and 
suppression of the opposition movement 
of £e Nobel laureate Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi. 

Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands 
and Belgium were alio among boycot- 


ting countries. 
Paul Higdoi 


BRIEFLY 


Estrada Says Rebels 
Imperil Peace Talks 

MANILA — President Joseph Es- ■ 
irada of the Philippines called Tuesday 
for a review of negotiations with Com- 
munist rebels following a series of ab- 
ductions launched by the insurgents. 

Mr. Estrada said the government 
has been faithfully executing confi- 
dence-building measures to end the 
30-year Marxist rebellion, and he ac- 
cused the rebels of insincerity. 

The rebel actions are "simply un- 
acceptable," he declared. 

Mr. Estrada was referring in par- 
ticular to the seizure of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Victor Obillo and an aide. Captain 
Eduardo Montealto, in Davao and the 
abduction Sunday of a police major on 
the island of Luzon. (API 

Anwar Lays Beating 
To the Police Chief 

KUALA LUMPUR — The jailed 
former deputy prime minister of 
Malaysia, Anwar Ibrahim, testified 
Tuesday that junior policemen di- 
vulged to him that one of the men. who 
beat him in his cell on the night of his 
arrest lost autumn was Malaysia's po^ 
lice chief. Tan Sri Abdul Rahim Noor. 

Several policemen who visited him 
in jail confirmed that one of his as- 
sailants was the head of police, Mr. 
Anwar said to an inquiry committee. 


Abdul Rahim Noor resigned as in- 
spector-general of the police last 
month. (AP) 

North Korea Urging 
South to Free Spies 

SEOUL — North Korea renewed 
its demand Tuesday for the return of 
20 men convicted of spying in South 
Korea, saying that their repatriarion 
woiild lead to improved relations. 

The demand came a day after South 
Korea granted amnesty to 1,508 pris- 
oners, including 17 convicted as North 
Korean spies, effective Thursday, the 
First anniversary of President Kim Dae 
Jung's inauguration. 

“Though belated, we think the an- 
nouncement is fortunate." the North 
Korean Red Cross Society said in a 
letter to its South Korean counter- 
part. (AP; 

2 Die in Bangladesh 
In Election Protests 

DHAKA, Bandladesh — Two 

people were killed and at least 100 
injured Tuesday in bombings and 
clashes in Bangladesh as opposition 
parties enforced a nationwide strike to 
block municipal elections, the police 
and others said. 

One man was killed by a bomb in 
Dhaka and a soldier was killed in 
Chittagong in crossfire. (AP) 


Paul Higdon, director of Interpol’s 
criminal intelligence unit, said he re- 
gretted the boycott. 

"trforone, however, regret that a 
political situation which is viewed by 
many as a serious problem has held 
hostage the universally recognized prob- 
lem of drug abuse." Mr. Higdon said. “I 
feel there is more to gain through dia- 
logue titan through boycott/’ 

Experts say Burma and Afghanistan 
are tiie world's two largest opium sup- 
- pliers, and critics say the government 
here has not done enough to crack down 
on narcotics. 

The ruling generals reject the claims, 
saying Burma does its best to fight 
“evil" drugs but is handicapped by a 
lack of westem'investtnenL 

"Everybody in the world, especially 
those that are involved in conquering 
narcotics, understands that one country 
alone. cannot fight and be successful.” 
said Burma's top anti-drug official, Col- 
onel Kyaw Them. 

"Everyone has to join bands to fight 
this drugs menace.” 

The three- day conference, which at- 
tracted 70 delegates from police orga- 
nizations and nongovernmental groups, 
will focus on drug trafficking routes, 
criminal groups and precursor chemicals 
used to make ‘heroin. 

A wave of protest greeted the decision 
■ to hold it in Rangoon, home to drug lords 
such as Khun Sa, the former opium king, 
who have made immunity deals with the 
government. 

The boycott was a disappointment for 
the government, keen for vindication of 
its 15-year anti-drugs plan and bid to 
shed its image as a “narco-dictaiorship" 
shored up by the spoils of drug cul- 
tivation. 

Colonel Kyaw Them said the boycott 
should be seriously examined, claiming 
it was motivated by political spite. 

Diplomats in Rangoon privately ques- 
tioned Interpol's decision to hold the 
conference in the city despite obvious 
political implications. 

Australia, however, refused to join the 
boycott, sending police officers from 
Canberra. 

Thailand, Burma and Laos, which all 
.have territory in the so-called Golden 
Triangle opium-producing region, are 
represented, as is China.. The inclusion 
of those nation is seen as a boost for 
international anti-drugs efforts that are 
concentrating on blocking trafficking 
routes out of Burma and Laos through 
China's southern Yunnan province. 







Paul Higdon, the Interpol director, second from left, shaking hands Tuesday with IntenorMinister Colon*! 
Tin Hlaing as Burma's headof police, Major General Soe Win, left, and Foreign Munster U Win Aung look on. 
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5 Killed in Indonesia Religious Riot4 
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JAKARTA — At least five people 
were killed and 12 injured when In- 
donesian police officers fired on brawl- 
ing Christians and Muslims on the east- 
ern Spice bland of Ambon, the official 
news agency Antara reported Tuesday. 

The bloodshed came as thousands 
tried to flee the island, where at least 1 60 
people died last month in sectarian 
clashes that have subsided and erupted 
sporadically ever since. 

In Jakarta, a senior military officer 
warned that chronic civil unrest across 
Indonesia was severely straining the 
armed forces. • 

In the latest violence, several borahs 
exploded early Tuesday in houses in 
Ambon, the center of religious fighting 
that has killed 129 people so far this year. 
In recent weeks, gangs have assembled 
crude bombs to use in brawls. 

Panicked neighbors blocked- roads in 
two neighborhoods, gang fights brake 
out and security forces fired into the air 
to dispense the crowds. Smoke billowed 
from at least 20 buildings. 

Two people were killed, said lieu- 


tenant Colonel Axis Martanto, the : re- 
gional mili tary' chief. Citing witnesses, 
the Antara news agency put the death toll 
at five. At least one of the victims died at 
a hospital of wounds, a paramedic said. 

A chief adviser to the military com- 
mander, General Wiranto, said the half- 
mill i on -member armed forces, which in- 
cludes die police, needed more cooper- 
ation from civilians to restore -order. 
General Wiranto, like many Indone- 
sians, oses only one name. 

“It's not completely in the hands of 
the military," Major General Agus 
Wir aha rii kn snmah stressed at a business 
forum here. “If we look at the morale of 
ihe nation, we are very afraid" 

If every incident or violence is left to 
tiie military to solve the results will be 
difficult, he added. 

In past months, many rioters have 
concentrated thefr anger on the military, 
which has been tainted by haman rights 
abuses and its links to tiie (rid regime. 

However, the armed forces remajtes 
the most unified institution in turbulent 
Indonesia and have vowed to safeguard 
parliamentary elections on June 7. 


The vote is expected to be the fairiSj* 
in mare than four decades. - 
Military commanders will retain a 
political role after the vote, but they have 
agreed to cut their quota of appointed 
seats in half, to 38. . - 

Ambon is the capital of Malukp 
Province, site of the worst rioting since 
the downfall of President Suharto. .Tfye 
area is 2,250 kilometers ( 1,400 raile^) 
east of Jakarta and was known as the 
Spice Islands in colonial times. ' j 

• (Reuters, AP). 

■ Australian Wary on Indonesia^ 

Indonesia should leam a lesson from 
its 23-year-long occupation of East 
Timor if it wants to keep its other 
provinces from seeking more autonomy, : 
r the Australian foreign minister said-m 
Singapore on Tuesday. . A 

Alexander Downer, who was speak- 
ing at the Institute for Defense and Staa\s 
tegic Studies. was commenting on 
possibility of Irian Jaya, Aceh or other • 
provinces asking for more autonomy 
once Indonesia has relaxed its attitude 
toward rebellious East Timor. ,» 
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f> ill & j t THE INTERMARKET 


_ FOR EUROPE +44 171 510 5748 
O FOR THE AMERICAS 1-800 572 7212 
FOR ASIA +852 2922 1 1 83 




GENERAL . 


See Friday's fntermarkei 


for HnUdn* & TraidL Raddcmiol 
Real Estate and Dining OuL 
To ailrrrlar eon tort Sarah ttnuhof 
ran+U 171 Sill 5718 
nr Tax +14 171 987 3-162 
A GREAT DEAL I1APPEMS 
AT THE I XTER. MARKET 


THE INTERMARKET 
Continues 
on Page 7 


RECRUITMENT 


A major private 
joint stock company 
operating in the field of 
strategic investments requires 

To recruit a person who has the experience 
and efficiency required for investment man- 
agement and evaluation. 

* The ideal candidate must have: 

- The appropriate educational qualifications. 

- Wide experience in this field with good con- 
tact with world financial markets and .inter- 
national finance institutions. 

- Ability to professionally manage investment 
and a previous career qualifying him to 
bear the responsibility of the required job. 

- Age not over 50 years in January, 1 999. 

- Capability to pass the interview. 

* The company offers excellent salar- 
ies, remunerations and allowances 
commensurate with the nature and 
responsibility of the post. 

* All data shall be treated in a confidential 
manner. 

* Applications should be enclosed in 
envelopes comprising copies of the 
required documents as well as the 
applicants CM and sent via registered 
mail to the foliowing address: 

1187 Comiche EJ Nil, 

Cairo, Egypt 
National Bank of Egypt, 

Investment Trustees Division 

Applications should be sent 
no later than 29/4/1999 


Legal Services 


MIA.TRINGUAL AMERICAN LAWYERS 
A*afette far Coreutetion on US. Legal 
Maitera. London, call (01711.01-9616 
In hew York, cal (2121 344-7841 


DIVORCE M 1 DAY. No travel Wrle 
Bon 377. Sidney. MA 01776 USAl Tet 
97BM4&S387. Ffflc 97&44M183 


Announcements 


Hcnilh lv" : ^l Sribanc 

iu tun maun vi mu m 

SUBSCRIBER CUSTOMER SERVICE: 
For questkss or qniih dm me defc- 
sv ot your newspaper Bn solus at your 
SKSCTsSa) or abai onJerrg a atoserp- 
non. c tofl cal the Mowing numbarc: 
EUROPE HDDLE EAST AM) AFRICA: 
toll FREE ■ Austro 0660 8120 B#+ 
wum 00600 4 448 7627 Domrit 
00800 4 44Q 76Z7 France 00800 4 448 
7827 German)' 00900 4 448 7827 Gnat 
Mate 00800 4 448 7BZ7 Greece 00800 
33 12 15 06 Mud 00800 4 448 7827 
bnel (paid cafl] 03 5121750 fete 187 


Announcements 


VIENNA, AUSTRIA. T«fc 713 - 3274. 
An you sad or worried? Lonefp or da- 
presserP Are you dasparing or suticH? 
II Irabs to teft about n. Phone: 
BEFRENDERS to total ariktenca Mon- 
■fti MO am - 1 pm and way day 630 
pm - 10pm 


Personals 


0 HOLY ST ACE, apostle and martyr 
great in vitue and ridi m wades, near 
kinsman of Jesus OttL Mttii rterces- 
scr of al vho note you great pawn- 
age at urns of need. To you I have re- 
couse fcom the depth ot my hem and 
tartty beg you. to *twm God has (jren 
such gre& power, u come to ny asss- 
tance. Ha|p me &i my presaf iigant pe- 
tition. In retum Ijmniise to mate your 
name tanw and cause you to be b- 
wked StJudeprayE(TmeEnda6«rtn 
nwte you aid. Hiaitfy in need of ynr 
intercesstoo. Amam Thatk you tor an- 


swering my prayera 


ran* 00600 4 448 7327 Nmw 00800 
4 448 7827 Smmkm 020 797039 SwK- 
zmttnomni 4487827 ESevhere KUj 
1 41 439 361 TIE AMERICAS: USA 
ihMeei 1-8008822884 Elsewhere (*i) 
212 7523890 ASIA: Hong Kong 2922 
1171 Mumsb (6221) 71732061 torn 
IMMreet 0120 464 027 Korea 3672 
0044 Udaysa (603) 9612814 PM |p- 
pfoes 895 4W6 Siigmn 32S 0835 
Tabna 7753456 TJrnud 277 4485 
Elsewhere H852) 29221171 



Next' Special Headin 


REAL ESTATE 
"In and around PARIS" 
February 26th 1999 

REAL ESTATE in FRANCE 
March 12 tk 1999 

For ihiwv JrtaJs phrase contaci. 

IntemadoMl Herald Tribune 
hi Parts 

Tef .: +33 raj I 41 43 >73 85 
Fax; +33101 l 41 4J93 70 
E-mail: dasslfted6Diht.com 


AUTOMOBILES 


Auto Tax Free 


iTRAMSCO BELGIUM] 


2S YEARS WE DELIVER 
CARS TO THE WORLD 
Brand Sew LHD Vehicles 
Ail make s and mode b 
competitively priced 
Tr ansco V o sacsd i 4n straat 51 
2030 Antwerp - Belgium 
TeL + 32 3 542 62 40 
Fa* + 32 3 5«2 58 97 
E-Mail: TranscoOdub.imatbe 


WMdS^h«rairMt10 
CH-B3Z7 Zurich 

Fax. oi <aoa repo 

T*_- 01/202 76 10 
new TAX-FREE Load 
„ ALL LEADING MAKES 
Same day Bgpi aii w B an p B ti i Uli . 
raneweue up U 5 yaare. 

W« aiao regtatar cam aritfi 

(areamfl taittBn (tax-free) piaMa. 


ATK WORLDWIDE TAX FREE CARS! 
Enpot nee m used L.H0 t Rtffl css. 
TemncUft-W. 2933 ArMero. Betem. 
3w»- +2236455002 Fa* 

645 7i CS. E+rwdaUeigtiineskvneUre 
S>riM tE9 


AutoTaxFree 


75 YRS QCEAN1WDE MOTORS 
MvtMde supply di»4rKca fsAWX 
Uscades BMW. tasefa. Cal Germany 
+49-21 M493930. lax 49-211-44 SS322 


FRED OPBiT RACING WORLDWIDE 
UNC0LN 99 NAVIGATOR 4 z4' 
Wmqpi leather every ophon + video 
hi AnortKp for iramed. ddhreiy S46J900. 
Fta hr prices on other mates A modes: 
Ptanel-201-3271111 Fax1-2D1-327B222 
Check our wbsft: uwa opencam 


Automobiles 


1940 PACKARD, CPE, DARK GREEK, 
angnal engine. re-cnntH toned, 30K 
tiies.new^AroiJtlngs.iiwpan. 

reoaned. rafnstsy ok. SfflKTrt 
spend Fax 281-493-1988 W Capetand 


Auto Rentals 


REJfT AU7D DSKN nUNCE: Weeteref 
FF500 - 7. days PF1S0Q. Tel: Pans 
+33 10)1 4368 5555- F» (QM 4353 9529 


Real Estate 
for Rent 


Paris Area Fumishad 


Pais Area Unfurnished 



AGENCE CHAMPS ELYSES 

Specialists 

Funlshad apstments. 3. months pr more 
or inft*7wteL rgsUardst areas 

Tel: +33 (0)1 42 25 32 25 

Fac'+33 45 63 37 09 


AT HOME K PARIS 

PARIS PROMO 

Apemnants to rent turttfwd or not 
Sates A Prcpety Ibnagjmert Sendees. 
25 A? Hocfie TSOOBfWK FxOH58HQaj 

Teh +33 (0)1 45 63 25 60 


PARIS Sill, JUSSIEU. 2 ROOMS, 


4ft, L£ DE LA CfTE, 3 mores, ttchen, 
contorts. Kft, bateany, hsanng. View 
Seine. FFflJBO ntt T* 01 9291 


Escorts & Guides 


BELGnJU-lUXEIffBOUR&UK 
28 27 

ZiiicfrOenwa-BeMfBin»- . 
FnmtourvWiwtadoK^togne-BiMiv 
DQsaaUori-lbfe8dhHainbag^ 


LONDON: (0)171-978 6606 
COSMOS Escort Awocy-Credl Carts 


BELGRAVIA ORCHIDS 

LtwtofParts ascot ageicy. Cana. 

MON +44 (D) 171 937 1515 


HJTE ESCORT SERVICE * ISTANBUL 
MILANTKaiETTALY'ATHfifS’PAfttS 
BRUSSELS*GERUA|IY*SWn2ERLAND 
cote vjwfKawmm’SPm 

Tab +39 (B33S 619 0438 Cmfi Cards 


Teb +33 (0)1 55 07 66 OS 


6 th, RfflNES / MEZ 1 ERES 

Old buUnB. 4 rooms. HWsqjn, 
dotole reception + 2 bedroorrB, 
eqilpped ttchen. btMtoal 
gas heato F12D00 + chapes. 
SAGG&. TRANSACTIONS 
Tit +33 Ml 65 07 89 94 


94, VINCENNES 
Very bantu mRskme house 
on 2 foots. 7 mans, 150 sqm, 
erti 215 sqm gnlen, gas heating. 
H=m<X) irrtrtw charges 


Pais Ana Unfurnished 


17ft, RUE DE PR0NY ■ 

Hsussnarrieo buklng. 

BeaoAt Bfinqs. ■ 
Apotmet nmV redoiw, 

5 mom, 198 sqm FF2O.O0O + charges 
Parttoo possUe to tw bidcfna. 


NO t5a«ISS»0N CHARGES 
SAGGa TRANSACRONS 
Tet *33(191 55 07 89.94 


T* +33 (0)1 a 07 69 94- 


.*1 L 1 *-',*. i- i fc^r-L ’-fa 

TTT&.wJ’jri 


Tefc +33 (0)1 55 07 59 95 


interrxjfkyial 



Switzerland 


GENEVA, LUXURY FUHMSHH3 apart- 
meraa. From skdes to 4 bedroom*. TeL 
+41 22 736 6320 Fax +41 22 736 2671 


ALL EUROPE HEM'S HGH SOCIETY 
Vlama, Palis. FWera. Munchm. 

Zirtch. Gama. Fianlifutl 
Intenajotrt Escort 6 Trent Sendee 
Vfenta *+43-1-535 41 04 al crafi cads 


+3120-5789-221 

WORLD WDE ESCORTS 
SaOTWH FROM PICTURES 



Bawraill JET SET * VENNA * PARS 
WfHAWfraiT03LH*NEW TOfflt 
RDIIEIIILAfnXIffiElJJOfiFT^lRDON 
Vtema +443-1-710 80 55 Eant Savice 


PARIS 

GENEVA Escorts ++41 79E377B84-- 


ARBT0CATS Escort Sendee 

3 ShootcHlM St London W1 
London Tefc 0171 2S8 OOSO 


A FIRST CLASS Escort Sardes . 
"LOWQN'HaTHROW- 
M 0171 225 2347 (24tm) CnsaCanfs 


AfflQAL Chamtog. snphEsfcatBcL Bv 
gtth bearay. 24 it prtrras escort savtoe 
n Undat. 07091 008 ma CraA canfe. 


ESCORT SaWBE SWIZHiLAND 
Began! ladies. 24 Ins Al emett canto. 
Rawf Senfcs WatMde 
Tefc ZURICH **41 (7^-407 09 31 


“ZURBH - GBEVA - RERUN**** 
HAMBWTG - FRANKFURT - MLAN 
" CARSUA ESCORT NSBtCt " 

T* 0041-848 B0 7ff 77 -0*8 Cads 


STUNWNG FIRST CLASS LADY. Erton 
sendee. Indulge yoir Impeccable taste 
"ft Ne* Yore's most erdowre young 
tfunoia Scptac CHS) S7T-1048 USA 


ASIAN EUROPEAN ESCORT SERVICE 
. ■MLAffnAtY 1 ■ . 

SMTZBLAMmJTE DTAZDR’ 

IS- +30(15339 488 B5M 


CONNOISSEUR NEW YORK, Ettflt 
sendee feeturing beeoSU, Chenrino. 
sopMsflcttd models. Tefc 212*679-1991 
Efli * MMiK-gkfejcan 


BARCaONA A MADRID fr Al Spera 
Mna's ectosw. High dass sendee 
Tet 629 706 871 Al Carts . 


BEAUTIFUL- YOUNG BRAZILIAN 
Foentfly. Ewteive. ChanSng Companion 
•Utodon&cofl Sank* 0861 378 968 


BLACK BEAUTY-ESCORT SSWOE 
bttusive Began Eduodedl Friewfly 
London & Hea*n». 01B12D19399 Carts 


r irawii? 


PROPERTY 0WNKS? -1 

SAGGa TRANSACTIONS 
25 yeas sperms • 
ctase n tanuavob. ‘ 

w open our serve** to you ". 
Apanmerts or homs. 

Pans and dose sububs. ' 

We wfl take care d the 
rental of you property. 

Tefc *33 (ffll 5507 60 55 *■ 



GREAT BRITAIN 


i The BRinsh lNsri-n.nv 

njjr/ t /v. 





urns 


GENEVA PRETTY WOMA* 
.Cal 022 / 346.00 89 EsoH Agency 
'Wil^®£-IIOibRH2f5ASHr j 




MADfBrPRESTlGE^ARCaQNA TW 
BEST EXCLUSIVE ESCORT SHW1C6 
CREST CARDS. Tet; +34413463588-| 


Pnote Scot Savice. 
London: 0171 584 9977 


Wf me ENTHiPnSES 
Escort Sovtos in Nev Yak By 
21H79-S22 


TOPTEir-FRANKFUHT'i 
Began! Escort 5> Travel Sewce . -> 
Ruase ert 069 • 597 4338 ' 


WASHINGTON DJX Private Estnl Sffr 
vfca. Erduanely n^scate and dtaaet 
Stophanto USA +*1 202 669 1139 i 


YACHTING, ENTERTAINMENT OR 
CLUBBING TOGETHER Escort Servttf 

Oft SDtoaetlandoii 0378 347. 2*1 T 


" rt ***~ YOUNG » HEW -"—3 
Fnendy. pretty & tfeoael in Ctos Lon- 
don Escort Sendee 0i7i asi 8889 


■ZURICH* 
Caroline Escort Served 
Tet 079 ; 403 30 81 
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EUROPE 


;pf ‘Defamatory’ Acts 

; tViine Minister Trades Charges on Ocalan 


Reuters 

i !"• ATHENS — Prime Minister Costas 
rSimitis of Greece accused Turkey on 
►Tuesday of launching a “defamatory 
f campaign" against his country but said 
ifiat Turkey 'would not be allowed to 
?$eter Greece from its pro-European 
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.course. 

£ He was responding to demands by 
ikey that Greece be classified as an 
iutlaw stale'* for harboring the Knrd- 

, rebel leader, Abdullah Ocalan. Turk- 

. ish officials have also accused Greece of 
; supporting Kurdish guexrillas. 

The prime minister, under pressure 
• for his role in what is viewed as.a na- 
! donal humiliation, sought to divert at- 
1 tention from Greece’s role in Mr. Oca- 
; Ian's capture by Turkey to Ankara’s 
i record toward its Kurdish minority. 

| ‘ ‘Turkey is and will be answerable to 
. the international community for its vi- 
. olation of human rights,” Mr. Simids 
; said. 

•*“ He also sought to convince financial 
markets that the Ocalan affair would not 
disrupt Greece's march toward Econom- 
Monetaiy Union in the European 

.Union. 

*No cine will stop our course,’’ he said, 
one can (twfhihiliw the country ’’ 


Greece called in its militaiy and for- 
eign policy planners Tuesday against a. 
backdrop of Turkish fury over the 
Ocalan case. j 

President Suleyman Demirel of Tur- 
key accused Greece on Monday of being 
an outlaw state for harboring Mr. 
Ocalan, who was captured by Turkey 
last week after be spent 12 days under 
Greek diplomatic protection in Kenya. 

Mr. Ocalan ana his Kurdish Workers 
Party are viewed as terrorists in Turkey. 
But many Greeks see their struggle 
against Turkey as similar to Greece’s 
own a century ago. 

Turkey has also repealed accusations 
that Greece provided mare that moral 
support for me Kurdish cause, with fee 
Turkish dally -newspaper Hmriyet re- 
porting that Mr. Ocalan had told his 
captors that Greece provided his rebels 
with rockets and other arms. ’ 

Greece has long dismis sed such ac- 
cusations. On Sunday, a government 
spokesman, Dimitris Reppas, called 
them “fabrications.” 

Turkey' “is building tip an outside 
enemy in order to divert international 
attentidn away from the basic problem, 
which is recognition and respect for the 
rights of the Kurdish people,” he said. 



Safch AJvsaov/n>e As 

A Georgian Kurd wearing a portrait of Mr. Ocalan inarching 
Turkish Embassy in Tbilisi to demand a fair trial for the rebel 


idanlheB 

on the 
leader. 
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TURKEY: Ocalan , Kurd Rebel Chief, Is Charged With Treason and Faces Death Penalty 


Continued from Page 1 
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Committee for the Prevention of Torture 
and Inhumane or Degrading Treatment 
of Prisoners said investigators had found 
interrogation rooms “of a highly in- 
timidating nature ” in some Turkish po- 
lice stations, and it asserted that such 
rooms “have no place in a modem po- 
lice service.” 

The committee “can concur with the 
view advanced by the Turkish author- 
ities that Turkey is moving in fee right 


direction,” the report said. 

“However, reaching the desired goal 
will require a sustained effort by all 
parties concerned.” 

Tbe report emphasized that fee com- 
mittee, “retains serious misgivings about 
the fact that persons suspected of State 
Security Court offenses are still denied 
the right of access to a lawyer during tire 
first four days of police custody.” 

Mr. Ocalan is to be tried before such a 
security court. These tribunals are 
presided over by panels that include a 


military officer, and some human rights 
groups have described them as neither 

im p artial nnrj-fatr T mVifih officials inais t 

that they are and say that Mr. Ocalan’s 
trial will be above legal reproach. 


1 Response to Kurdish Violence 


European law enforcement officials 
met Tuesday to try to coordinate the 



Germany, tbe focus of the violence 
last week, called the talks after crit- 
icizing foreign intelligence agencies for 
leaving it in the dark about tbe arrest. 

In fee worst violence, three Kurds 
were killed last Wednesday when they 
tried to storm fee Israeli Consulate in 
Berlin. 

Interior Minister Otto Schily said that 
the ministers would discuss “improved 
cooperation within fee EU” and wife 
other countries, apparently including 
Turkey. 
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Serbian View: Milosevic Is Winner at Rambouillet 


By Steven Erianger 

New York Times Service 
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% BELGRADE — The official Serbian media played 
the ambiguous outcome of the Kosovo peace talks at 
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ambigua 

Ramboumet on Tuesday as a considerable success for 
Belgrade, and few diplomats here argued the point 
Given die deep fractures within fee " ' " i ; 

ethnic Albanian delegation, which re- NEWS 


all of Secretary of State ANATYm<« 
Albright's attention, Pres^ 


will not allow foreign troops into Kosovo, as an 
integral part of Serbia, even though he is expected to do 
so later. 

Already, fee Serbian president, Milan Milutinovic, 
has said that the Sobs are ready to discuss “an 
international presence in Kosovo” to implement the 
political arrangements when tbe negotiators reconvene 
on March 15, and other Serbs have floated ideas that 
include leavening Western farces wife lots of Rus- 


sians. 
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Stoat Slobodan Milosevic of Yugoslavia has had to 
' make no irrevocable dSrisions, despite weeks of in-' 
_ tense Western pressure. 

Rather than facing the choice of submission to 
American dictates or getting bombed, Mr. Milosevic 
. now has another three weeks to think through the best 
* outcome for himself and his militaiy. 

While Mr. Milosevic’s fundamental decisions were 
ably postponed, one senior Western diplomat said, 
"“He will be seen as having outwitted Washington for 
now, and feat will help him at home.” Mr. Milosevic 
*yhas shown himself at least as reasonable as fee Kosovar 
wUbanians about a political settlement 
V Ua hne nnt had fn ndhifif his mwnimr 1 


He has not had to adjust his opening position feat he 


jty Prime Minister Vuk Draskovic, a recent 
7 rqorer~ 

1 onteicvmoii Tuesday night feat “he has no objection 
to someone from abroad helping ns to implement the 
deal in Kosovo and helping to disarm” the Kosovo 
liberation Army, the insurgency fighting for Kosovo’s 
independence. 

Mr. Milosevic and his media are already empha- 
sizing that Kosovo will remain within Serbia and feat 
fee ethnic Albanians failed to get any mention of a 
referendum on Kosovo’s future status after the three- 
year interim period. 

Mr. Milosevic will also be able to make the poim feat 
fee Kosovo Liberation Army .which tbe Serbs have been 
fighting, may be rather more stubborn and committed to 


to assume. 

Milosevic fens reinforces his reputation as a 
shrewd tactician and tweaker of superpower preten- 
sions. He also avoids an early strain within his own 
government — especially wife the ultranationalist 
Radical Party leader, Voijislav Seselj, who appeals to 
'those who consider Kosovo the beating heart of the 
Serbs’ nationhood. 

Many ordinary Serbs, even those who are sophis- 
ticated in Western ways and culture, feel some 
“shame,” as one Serb official said, asking for an- 
onymity, “that it wfll.be iaiour, generation that we» will 
lose Kosovo.” , ' 

But what most concerns Western diplomats here — 
and fee foreign ministers in Rambouillet — is how hard 
Mr. Milosevic will push the war against the rebels in 
Kosovo over fee next three weeks. Already, Serbian 
military and police movements tied to fee Rambouillet 
talks have upset Western officials. 

It is this three-week limbo between peace con- 
ferences — wife fee threat of allied air strikes lifted but 
no armed peacekeepers on the ground — feat one 
Western diplomat here called ‘ ‘fee most interesting test 
yet of whether Milosevic wants to confront the West or 
find a way to make himself a partner.” 
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NATO’s Clark Prepares New Mission 


-After Bosnia, Commander Readies a Force to Keep Peace in Kosovo | 
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By Craig R. Whitney 

New Yort Times Service 





■yrr.f . PARIS — General Wesley Qaik be- 
' S" came NATO's supreme allied com- 
rjnandear in Europe in 1997, well after the 
r -alliance had begun fee biggest militaiy 
' operation of its 50-year history, but it 
) was not the war wife invading Soviet 
forces feat NATO was designed to deter 
or fight 

It was a peacekeeping mission in Bos- 
nia. . 

I - General Oark,54, is aWestPdnt gradu- 
ate — first in his class — aid a Rhodes 
scholar firm Arkansas hke his commander 
Tin chief, President Bill Qinton. 

; He could soon be presiding over an-, 
other NATO peacekeeping mission in fee 

Ti n ■ j.* i -i .«- - 11 — 
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Albanian Serbian province of Kosovo. 

On Monday, fee general flew to a 
. French air base near Rambouillet — 
where a conditional accord on a set- 
tlement between tbe ethnic Albanians 
. and fee' Yugoslav government . was 
reached Tuesday — to explain to both 
sides what fee peacekeepers would do. 
A few weeks ago, he was called on to 
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Slobodan Milosevic of 
Yugoslavia. General Clark told Mr. Mi- 
7 losevic what fee North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization could do to his military 
ingral1atin nc ) . tiring fee more than 400 
, aircraft it has ready to strike, if he refuses 
to accept an accord. 

: ' He was pnatared to endain to fee 
. Kosovo AHaowns feat if they agree to 
. settle for autonomy instead of the in- 
dependence for which fee rebels have 
been fighting, 28,000 peacekeepers will 
. ay to make sure they get fee chance to 
main* autonomy work without fear of 
. ' Serbian attack. 

- General Clark knows something 
riyihan standoffs, 
in 

i fee Eisen- 
hower adminis tration sent in fee Na- 
5 tiftnai Guard to enforce desegregation. 

. He honed his own persuasive powers at. 
■Oxford University, where he studied 
▼politics, economics and philosophy, and 
at fee National War College. 

The general has fee broad shouldersof 
_feeswinnnerfeaiheis,fflKlhestandsoutm 

a crowd because of his intense energy. 
ex pressed in a deep commanding voice 
wuhonly the trace of an Arkansas accent 


As Richard Holbrooke, fee American 
diplomat who worked closely wife Gen- 
eral Clark to produce the accord on 
Bosnia in 1995, wrote in his book, “To 
EndaWar,” “Clark’s boyish demeanor 
and charm masked, but only slightly, his 
extraordinary intensity.” 

General Clark wrote the part of the 
Bosnia peace agreement that provided 
for the peacekeeping farce there. It gives 
the commander “authority, without in- 
terferenefc or permission of any party, to 
do all feat foe commander judges nec- 
essary and proper, including the use of 
military force.” 

Mr. Holbrooke later criticized U.S. 
military leaders in Bosnia for not using 
feat authority to protect civilians and to 
arrest people indicted far war crimes by 
the international tribunal in The Hague. 

~ Whether by coincidence or not, 
NATO arrested the first snch suspect just 
as General Oaik took over as supreme 
allied commander in 1997. But fee 
biggest names on The Hague's most- 
wanted list, the Bosnian Serb leaders 
Radovan Karadzic and General Ratko 
Mladic, are still at large. 

General Clark warns feat time is run- 
ning out in Bosnia. With fee clock tick- 


carrying out the peace accord’s pro- 
visions fix' allowing refugees and dis- 
placed persons to return to their homes. 

Accenting to fee United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees, only 550,000 
of the 2 mtilionpeople driven out of their 
homes by ethnic cleansing and fighting 
went back in fee first three years orpeace 
in Bosnia. Of the 1 million who would be 
outnumbered by other ethnic groups if 
they returned, only 60,000 had gone 
home so far, acxxxtting to the agency. 

Flying into the divided Bosnian city erf 
Mostar recently. General Clark raged 
militaiy commanders -and civilian of- 
ficials there to work as fast as possible to 
make sure that as many of the expected 
50,000 returning refugees in fee area 
could go back to their homes this year. . 



'People whose lives have been dis- 
ted for a 


ing, he has shown impatience wife fee 
* i Muslim, 


lack of progress by fee Muslim, Serbian, 
and Croat co mmunities in Bosnia in 


rupted for seven years deserve to finally 
get to go home,” he said. “Our goal is 
mat after this year, it will no longer be 
possible for those who support ethnic- 
ally separate immunities to believe feat 
•they can succeed.” 

To local reporters in Mostar, he said 

Kosovo woulS^m^^M^lSeffart 
in Bosnia this year. “We’re going' to 
keep doing our job in Bosnia,” he said. 
“It’s a different country, it’s a different 
problem and there will be different 


Bkbja Delk/rhc , 

General Clark may lead the NATO 
peacekeepers in Kosovo Province. 


troops for feat.” 

But how many peacekeepers will re- 
main in Bo snia next year is uncertain. 
The United States is reducing its con- 
tingent to 6,200 from 6^00, which is 
already down from about 20,000 three 
years ago. France and Britain would be 
hard-pressed to maintain tbe several 
thousand troops they each now have in 
Bosnia while also sending 6,000 and 
8,000 troops, respectively, to Kosovo. ‘ 


KOSOVOt Ethnic Albanians Agree Tentatively to Autonomy Deal 


Continued from Page 1 


fee 



fee likelihood feat Albanian nationalism 
will become mare virulent, threatening 
to spread tensions and instability 
through the Balkans. Mr. Milosevic 
stands to eqjoy a strengthened position 
in Sertria as a result of fee stand-off. 

Flam that perspective, the Ramboufl- 
lettalks may nave backfired on fee West, 
diplomats said, by saj^gthediplMiffltic 
credibility of the Clmton administration. 
Mis. Albright very visibly took charge of 
the negotiations — and assumed- the 
political risks of success or failure — as 
fee leader of fee Contact Group feat 
includes the United States, Russia, Bri- 
tain, France, Germany and Itafy. 

It was the United States that insisted 
on the negotiating approach modeled on 
fee Dayton talks that resolved the Bos- 
nian crisis: By coupling fee threat of 
militaiy action wife a negotiating dead- 


line, Washington hoped to avoid 
. pitfalls of protracted diplomacy that en- 
abled Mr. Milosevic to cause so much 
bloodshed in Bosoia until Serbian forces 
were bombed by NATO. 

In fee Kosovo crisis, U.S.. policy- 
makers and NATO officials initially pro- 
posed air strikes against Serbian targets 
before convening a peace conference, 
axgumg-feat Mr. Milosevic would never 
make concessionsuntil^ Western military 

Hrtfrrmmarinn had bw*n Hp mnnc ti y tfrt 

. European leaders insisted on taking ;a 
less forceful approach, reserving mil- 
itary pressure until mitisl negotiations 
failed — a situation fear Western of- 
ficials had expected to arise because of 
Serbian obstmacy. That plan was de- 
rail ed when fee Kosovars balked, at least 
temporarily, and U-S. efforts will now 
have proble ms Tmmhwniug a consensus 
on sir strikes. 

Defending die U.S. performance, a 


Ointrm a dminis tration official said that 
the deadlock confirmed the grim adage 
that peacemaking is rarely possible be- 
fore fi ghting has exhausted both sides. 
“It’s the worst dilemma of modem di- 
plomacy: if you intervene too soon, you 
lack leverage; if you wait too long, fee 
bloodshed and the international outcry 
are horrendous,” be said 

So far, the parties involved clearly 
were not eager for a deal. The guerrillas 
in the Kosovo Liberation Army appar- 
ently remained convinced feat they had 
more to gain by fighting on for inde- 
pendence than by accepting a compro- 
mise. 

If fee guerilla leaders lay down their 
arms, as required in the Rambouillet 
plan , they might well lose fee political 
prominence that they could expect if 
circumstances permit them to lead a 
' military struggle against fee 


Ukraine Expects U.S. 
Will Return Ex-Premier 


Reuters 

KIEV — President Leonid Kuchma 
of Ukraine expects the United States 
to send back to the former Soviet state 


Pavlo Lazarenko, the former prime 


r prim 

minister who has been charged wife 


large-scale corruption, Mr. Kuchina’s 
tid Tues 


spokesman said Tuesday. 

“President Ku chma expects U.S. 
immigration services to extradite 
Pavlo Lazarenko to Ukraine,” Olex- 
ander Martynenko said. 

Mr. Lazarenko, who was prime 
minister in 1996 and 1997, was de- 
tained Friday by fee U.S. immigration 
service at Kennedy International Air- 
port in New York for visa irregu- 
larities. 

The former prime minister has been 
charged in Ukraine wife taking state 
property worth more than $2 million. 
Ukraine’s legislature has lifted his 
parliamentary immunity. 

Mr. Martynenko said Mr. Kuchma 
had confirmed feat Ukraine’s law en- 
forcement bodies had asked U.S. of- 
ficials to extradite fee former prime 
minis ter, who also heads the influ- 
ential Hromada, or Community, op- 


Mr. Lazarenko; who also faces 
money-laundering charges in Switzer- 
land, has said fee new move was a 
political action staged by Mr. Kuchma 
to eliminate him as a political rival. 

Mr. lazarenko was arrested by 
Swiss police last December as he tried 
to enter tbe country on a P anamanian 
passport. He was latex indicted on 
money-laundering charges and re- 
leased on bail of S3 milli on. He is 
scheduled to be questioned by a Swiss 
judge in March. 


■ Immigration Interview 

Michael Wines of the New York 
Times reported from Moscow 
Mr. Lazarenko held an expired dip- 
lomatic passport and a valid tourist 
visa at fee time of his arrest, said 
Russell Bergeron, the chief spokes- 
man for fee U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. But Mr. Laz- 
arenko was detained after immigra- 
tion officials interviewed him and 
concluded feat be had not come to fee 
country merely for a casual visit, as 
the rules on visitor visas require. 

Mr. Lazarenko left Ukraine on 
Wednesday. He told Parliament in a 
written statement last week that be 
was going to Greece for treatment of a 
stress-related heart ailment 
It was not clear whether Mr. Laz- 
arenko arrived in New York on a flight 
from Greece or from some other coun- 
try. His family apparently was not 
traveling wife him 
By many accounts, all of which he 
denies, he made millions of dollars in 
the past decade through schemes rang- 
ing from fee sale of overpriced goods 
to fee government to a complex deal 
involving the granting of monopoly 
franchises to natural-gas suppliers. 

What will happen to Mr. Lazarenko 
next is anything but clear. 

American immigration officials are 
reviewing fee circumstances of his 
attempt to enter the United States to 
determine whether he is entitled to 
entry or should be expelled. That pro- 
cess is supposed to be rapid but could 
easily be tied up by legal challenges, 
particularly if he decides to seek 
asylum in fee United States. 


BRIEFLY 


Czechs Arrest 6 Men 
Wearing Nazi Radges 


PRAGUE — Six men armed with 
World War II German weapons and 
dressed in Wehrmacht uniforms dec- 
orated with Nazi badges have been ar- 
rested in a military area in western Bo- 
hemia, police said Tuesday. 

Jana Tomkova, a police spokeswom- 
an in Rokycany, 100 kilometers (62 
miles) southeast of Prague, said fee six 
men, between fee ages of 20 and 23, 
were arrested Sunday night as they drove 
away from the area, which belongs to the 
Czech Army. 

She said the group, led by a pro- 
fessional Czech soldier, was doing ex- 
ercises in the area over fee weekend. 
They were detained after police spotted 
feeir car on a restricted-entry road 

Miss Tomkova said fee six, who 
named themselves Strampionier Bat- 
talion 43, were aimed wife functioning 
World War II German weapons, includ- 
ing a machine gun (AP) 


Mr. Mayor Oreja said he hoped the 
report was genuine but added that for fee 
moment it was a “a theory and the gov- 
ernment does not work on theories.” 
The private television station Tele 5 on 
Monday cited unnamed sources close to 
ETA as saying the organization will an- 
nounce a definitive cease-fire in May as a 
development of the ‘ ‘indefinite truce” it 
has observed since Sept. 1 S. (AP) 


British Balloonists 
Floating Over Chad 


Spain Is Cautious 
er ETA Report 


Spc 

Aft 


LONDON — The British pair bidding 
to fly around fee world nonstop in a 
balloon were speeding over Chad to- 
ward a target of central India by fee 
weekend, feeir London headquarters 
said Tuesday. 

If they remain on course, they will be 
able to avoid Iraq, where U.S. and Brit- 
ish warplanes regularly bomb Iraqi mis- 
sile sites. 

At 1130 GMT, Andy Elson and Colin 
Prescot’s Cable & Wireless balloon had 
just entered Chadian airspace at a height 
of 25,000 feet (7,620 meters). (AFP) 


For the Record 


MADRID — Interior Minister Jaime 
Mayor Oreja on Tuesday expressed cau- 
tion after reports feat fee Basque sep- 
aratist group ETA was planning to defin- 
itively end its 30-year campaign for an 
independent Basque homeland in May. 


A flu epidemic has kept more than 23 


million people bedridden in France, the 
itional Instil 


National Institute for Health and Med- 
ical Research said Tuesday. The number 
of new cases each week is 988 per 
100,000 inhabitants. (AFP) 


SNOW: Avalanche Smashes Austrian Town 


Continued from Page 1 


he said, people have a better chance of 


finding air rockets. 
rift Wall 


Ludwig Walter, a ski instructor, told 
the Austrian news agency APA that the 


mass of snow that piled down a moun- 
illagew 


tainside into the village was 5 meters (17 
feet) high at points. ‘ ‘About 300 people 
are looking for buried people in the mass 
of snow,” he said. 

Galtuer had to rely on local rescuers 
because no one has been able to reach tbe 
town since another avalanche blocked 
fee main road leading there and bad 
weather prevented helicopters from fly- 
ing. Major Wartok said. 

Thomas Schoenherr, a spokesman for 
tbe army rescue operation, said author- 
ities would review the situation early 
Wednesday morning. 

“We will meet again at 6 AM. to 
assess what we can do,” he told Austrian ' 
television from fee army base at Lan- 
deck, at fee end of fee long valley lead- 
ing up to Galtuer. 

A security official in Innsbruck said 
some of those rescued in Galtuer were in 
critical condition. 

The village, which has been cat off for 
three days, was reported to have one 
doctor and five police officers. Villagers 
were helping search for survivors. 

Tbs Austrian chancellor, Viktor 
Klima, was to fly to Innsbruck on Wed- 
nesday morning to talk to officials and 
possibly to fly into fee village itself, his 
spokesman told APA. 

Heavy snowfalls have set off a series 
of avalanches in the Alps in recent weeks, 
c laiming lives m France, Switzerland and 
Austria. SnowslCHins snarled traffic and 
halted teams Tuesday in G erman y. 

In northwestern Italy earlier Tuesday, 
a mass of snow and debris tore through 
the village of Morgex, killing a 52-year- 
old woman in her home and injuring 
several other people. Many of the town’s 
40 residents said they were sleeping 
when they heard fee snow come roaring 
down at 6:30 AM 

Rescae crews said they did not think 
anyone else was trapped in the snow in 
Morgex, near Italy’s northwestern bor- 
der wife France and Switzerland. 

APA also reported feat a man and a 
woman were killed Monday when an 


avalanche enveloped a mountain res- 
taurant near Gargellen, Austria. 

The man was still alive when found, 
bat weather conditions prevented an 
emergency flight to a hospital, and he 
died later. 

Some 20,000 tourists were stranded in 
Tyrol and thousands of others in Vor- 
arlberg, the province to the west of Tyr- 
ol. 

Helicopters flying people out for hos- 
pitalization also flew in food and tons of 
mail, which has been piling up because 
entire valleys are cut off. 

The snow chaos extended far beyond 
the Alps. Two Czech tourists were miss- 
ing and feared dead after they were 
caught in an avalanche Sunday in fee 
Carpathian Mountains in Romania, 325 
kilometers west of Bucharest. 

And one of the heaviest snowfalls of 
fee century paralyzed travel in western 
and southern Germany, stranding tens of 
thousands of passengers at train stations 
and freezing traffic on the autobahns. 

Aachen, on fee border wife Belgium 
and fee Netherlands, was cut off for 
hours because of 25 centimeters (10 
inches) of snow that fell overnight. Me- 
teorologists called ir fee area’s deepest 
snow of fee century. 

Along the swollen Rhine River, 
meanwhile, the first sandbags were be- 
ing laid in Cologne as a precaution 
against flooding. 

The water was still more than a meter 
below flood level but was rising, pushed 
by melting snow and rain from the Swiss 
headwaters. Ship traffic was suspended 
on large stretches of the river. 

Swiss officials, meanwhile, said they 
found the body of a third person who had 
died in an avalanche in Evoiene, 
Switzerland, on Sunday. Seven people, 
most of them French tourists, were still 
missing Tuesday evening. 

They said that in the Swiss canton of 
Valais, avalanches were thundering into 
mountain valleys every 20 minutes, 
helped by fresh snow and winds gusting 
up to 150 kilometers per hour (93 


mj>h). 


Germany, about 80 trains were 
canceled after fee heavy snow and strong 
winds tore down overhead lines and 
tossed trees onto fee tracks, a railroad 
spokesman said. . (AP, AFP) 
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INTERNATIONAL 



Hezbollah 
Kills 3 Israelis 
Infiltrating 
Into Lebanon 


• The Associated Press 

RASHAYA, Lebanon — Hezbol- 
lah guerrillas filing machine guns am- 
bushed Israeli commandos in southern 
Lebanon on Tuesday, trilling three of- 
ficers and wounding five soldiers, die 
guerrillas and Israeli Army officials 

said. 

Israel retaliated with artillery and 
attacks by planes and helicopter gun- 
ships, Lebanese security officials said. 
Israel confirmed the air raids and said 
its planes had returned safely. 

In Jerusalem. Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu called the ambush 
“a very, very bitter blow for us.’* 

“There is no question that this is a 
very big toll for IsraeL" he said, 
adding that one of the wounded sol- 
diers was a friend of his. 

The highest ranking officer killed a 
30-year-old major, commanded an 
elite paratrooper force, an Israeli 
Army spokesman said. 

The spokesman confirmed the 
deaths of the major and two lieu- 
tenants, aged 21 and 22. 

An officer and four soldiers were 
wounded, one of them seriously, he 
said. 

The fatalities were Israel's first this 
year in southern Lebanon, much of 
which Israel occupies as a “security 
zone’ 1 to protect its northern towns 
from attacks by guerrillas, mainly the 
Hezbollah group. 

The fighting occurred near the vil- 
lage of Meidoun. 17 kilometers (11 
miles) west of Rashaya in southeast- 
ern Lebanon and about 25 kilometers 
north of the Israeli border. 


Clinton Urges a Unite 
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A wounded Israeli paratrooper putting down his weapon as he returned 
from a dash with Hezbollah fighters in southern Lebanon on .Tuesday. 


Hezbollah said its fighters had in- 
tercepted a unit of Israeli commandos on 
the edge of the security zone as they 
were trying to enter Lebanon. 

The guerrillas fired machine guns 
and hurled grenades from a range of 
about 12 feet (4 meters), killing or 


injuring 15 soldiers, Hezbollah's state- 
ment added. Major General Gabi 
Ashkenazi, head of the Israeli Army's 
Northern Command, said the com- 
mandos had been seeking to attack the 
guerrillas, who surprised them and 
opened fire first. 


=’ T he Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — 'Resident Bfll 
Clinton met Tuesday with the congres- 
sional leaders of both parlies for the first 
time m 19 mornhs. prondsin| re work with 
them despite the partisan bitterness gen- 
erated by the failed impeachment haute. 

“We all took an oath and I think we 
intend to follow it,” Mr. Clinton’ said, 
when asked by reporters if drey could set 
aside differences. “We owe it to. the 
'American people and I’m looking for- 
ward to it.” 

Mr. 'Clinton was joined in the Oval 
Office by Dermis Hastert, the speaker of 
die Hoiise, Pick Armey, the House ma- 
jority leader, and Trent Lott, the Senate 
majority leader — all of whom voted to 
in^each or convict the president Also 
present were the House minority leader, 
Richard Gephardt, and the Senate minor- 
ity leader, Tom Daschle, who both voted 
against impeachment, along with die 
white House chief of staff, John Podesta. 
' Mr. Clinton met with the leaders to 
■ hash out legislative priorities from So- 
cial Security to education and to review 
U.S. policy in Kosovo. 

All sides say they are looking for 
consensus on domestic issues as the 
president and Congress try to put die 
impeachment process behind them. 

In an. address to the Democratic Gov- 
ernors Association on Monday night, 
Mr. Clinton offered a vigorous defense 
of his adminis tration's continued in- 
volvement in the peace processes in the 
Northern Ireland, the Middle East, 
Africa and Kosovo. 

“No country turns away from its com- 
mon values and common humanity even 
for a moment without paying a price,” 
he said. “Every night I thank God we 
have a chance to work-for peace.” 

The meeting Tuesday was the first time 
in 19 months that Mr. Clinton had met 
with the Republican leaders in Congress. 
With many Republican lawmakers still 
smarting from their failed effort to drive 
Mr. Clinton from office, the session was 
being seen as a chance to clear the air.. 

The White House spokesman, Joe 


Lockhat. said toe/pristdent. wanted to 
focus our his. fiscal- 2000 proposals to 
overhaul Social Security and Medicare, 
improve education, and pass a patients 
bill of rights and a minimum wage in- 
crease. 

“I think tire president has long said 
that we need to move forward in a way 
that best advances the interests of Social 
Security, Medi^re,'’ Mr. Lockhart said. 
“And I think tire way we're going to do 
thqt is working with Democrats and Re- 
publicans:” • ■ 

Mr. Lott said he would press Mr. 
Clint on to support plans. before a com- 
mission reviewing - die Medicare -pro- 
gram that would revamp the' system, 
which is facing a budget crunch in 2008. 
Mr. Lott saidtne ovemaul plan was one 
vote shy of commission approval- He 
also said he planned to discuss a missile 
defense system with Mr. Clinton, as well 
as Republican views on education and 
Social Security. 

John Feehery, spokesman for Mr. 
Hastert, «airi education and Social Se- 
curity were at the top of the speaker’s 
agenda, but that be was also interested in 


aauiSHifi Mr. Clinton's sincenty. ‘We 
™Tto see.if.tbe president is serious 
' about legislating, or if be wants to start 

the 2000 campaign,’* he said. 

■ President Lauds Republicans 
Earlier, John F. Harris of The Wash- 
ington Post reported: 

With bis relations with congressional 
Republicans still recovering from the 
scaring impeachment trial. Mr. Clinton 
on Monday praised the more pragmatic 
approach of Republican governors in 
remarks that aides said were intended to 
set a more cooperative tone as Wash- 
ington's agenda moves beyond scau- 

-k* ‘I want to work with you,’ ’ Mr. cU- 
ton told the assembly of the National 
Governors’ Association in a mo ruing 
meeting at the White House, even as he 
warned that some people were trying to 
cast the political debate “in partisan or 
ideological terras to try to force eveiy- 
one to take sides.” He praised what he 
called the impressive work of many Re- 
publican governors, singling out 

Michigan's JohnEnglcr. 


Eritrea Says It Turned Back 
Ethiopian Tanks at Border 


Heroin Smoking Up in North America, UN Says 


The Associated Press 

VIENNA — The UN drug control 
agency has warned that more and more 
North Americans are smoking heroin 
and said Europe has emerged as a pro- 
ducer of cannabis and synthetic drugs. 

In its 1998 report released Tuesday, 
the Vienna-based International Narcot- 
ics Control Board said, “Cannabis con- 
tinues to be the most commonly abused 
drug in all three countries in North 
America, with a more potent variety 
grown in greenhouses in Canada and 
western parts of the United States. 

“Another trend, the increasing purity 
levels of heroin available in North 
America, has led to an increase in heroin 
smoking, especially among young 
people." the study said. “The market 
share of heroin from Southeast Asia that 
is abused in the United States has con- 
tinued to be displaced by heroin ori- 
ginating in Latin America, while heroin 
manufactured in Southeast Asia has 
maintained a predominant share of the 
illicit market in Canada.” 


In their report, die United Nations 
drug controllers also expressed alarm 
that “on-line do-it-yourself guides that 
enable their readers to prepare and abuse 
controlled substances continue to pro- 
liferate on the Internet.” 

In Latin Araerica^efforts made by gov- 
ernment and international groups have 
led to a decrease in areas under coca bush 
cultivation and the production of coca 
leaf, the main illicit crop in the region. 

“However, reductions in coca bush 
cultivations in some areas are quickly 
and easily compensated for by new cul- 
tivation sites in other areas,” the report 
said. It urged Bolivia, Colombia and 
Peru to comply with their commitments 
to eradicate cultivation sites. 

Referring to Europe’s growing role as 
a producer of synthetic (hugs, the report 
said the drug known as “ecstasy" is 
manufactured clandestinely in Europe 
and trafficked worldwide. 

■ Americans Prefer ‘Uppers’ 

John M. Gos/iko of The Washington 


Post reported from the United Nations, 
Ne tv York: 

The control board's study found that 
people in North and South America con- 
sume large amounts of performance-en- 
hancing drugs and stimulants, commonly 
called “uppers,” while Europeans are 
the world’s top users of so-called 
“downers,” or stress-reducing drugs. 

The report notes that there is no dear- 
cut explanation for the differences in 
usage between Europe and the Amer- 
icas. But it speculates that they could be 
linked to such factors as culture, die 
effects of advertising and differences in 
doctor-patient relationships. 

Noting the tendency of Americans, 
particularly in the United States, to make 
heavy use of a wide range of perfor- 
mance-enhancing drugs, from muscle- 
building steroids to Ritalin, used to treat 
attention deficit disorder and hyper- 
activity in children, to Viagra, the anti- 
impotence drug, the report says such 
high use “could be at least partly ex- 
plained by a prevalent sense of com- 


petition. Use of these drugs seems linked 
to culture and lifestyle.” 

“In the Americas, particularly in the 
United States, performance-enhancing 
drugs are given to children to boost' 
school performance or help them con- 
form with the demands of school life,” 
the report says. “They are also taken by 
adults to achieve the desired body im- 
age, boost athletic prowess and social 
skills or enhance sexual performance.’ ’ 
Use by Americans of stimulants, par- 
ticularly amphetamine-type substances 
for dieting and methyl pnenidate sub- 
stances, such as Ritalin,. amounts to an 
annual total of 330 million defined daily 
doses, compared with a total of about 65 
million daily doses in all other parts of 
the world, the report says. 

Thereport finds no evidence that life in 
Europe is more stressful thanin the Amer- 
icas. Nevertheless, it says, stress-reducing 
drugs, called benzodiazepines, are used 
by as much as 10 percent of the pop- 
ulations in some European countries, with 
people older than 65 the heaviest users. .. 


’The Associated Press 

ASMARA, Eritrea — Eritrea said its 
forces were engaged in pitched fighting 
with Ethiopian ground forces Tuesday 
following an eany-moming tank and air 
assault along the disputed border divid- 
ing the two Horn of Africa neighbors. 

By midday, Eritrean soldiers had de- 
stroyed nine Ethiopian T-55 ranks and 
captured two others in clashes at the 
Merib-Setit front, 132 kilometers (80 
miles) southwest of the capital, Asmara, 
tite Eritrean Foreign Ministry said. 

Ethiopia's' ground assault- -at the 
Merib-Setit front. — which Ethiopia 
calls the Badme front.— began after 
Russian-made Antonov warplanes and 
artillery began bombarding Eritrean po- 
sitions, the ministry said in a statement 

The attack broke a lull in combat in 
the area, which had been relatively quiet 
'since tiie initial outbreak of intense fight- 
ing more titan two weeks ago, the state- 
ment said 


The two countries are comes tin gpjft 
of their 1 ,000-kilometer border that w2K 
never demarcated after Eritrea won in- 
dependence from Ethiopia in 1993. 

m die Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, 
a . government spokeswoman, Selome 
Tadesse. confirmed there was fighting at 
tiie front but offered no further details. 

An earlier government statement said 
Ethiopian Air Force planes and artillery 
Jhadpummeled Eritrean units ax two oth- 
er fronts along the frontier, inflicting 
what it described as “heavy losses." 

The Eritrean foreign minister; .'Haile 
Woide Tensae, called the latest attacks 
by Ethiopia “a frantic second stab” 
following what he said was the failure of 
its air stakes Monday against the Tsor- 
ona and Merib-Setit fronts. 

Tensions between Eritrea and 
Ethiopia have escalated since last May, 
when war broke out along the barren, 
largely uninhabited border and 1,0(X) 
people were killed. . ' . 
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KOREA: Public Executions on Rise, Refugees Say, to Fight Crimes Caused by Hunger 


Continued from Page I 

dren to process their flesh to look like 
pork. 

Although the executions are rarely 
reported in the press, there is no secret 
about them, the refugees say. 

“They announce them on loudspeak- 
ers before the trial,” Mr- Park said. 
“Everybody knows the time and place. 
Many people gather to watch. It’s not 
mandatory to go, but they make the 
announcement so often people are 
anxious to see.” 

Representatives of aid organizations 
visiting this region of China reported 
(hat they had heard similar stories from 
many starving refugees. 

“The executions are widespread," 
said Park Ji Hun, coordinator for the 
Korea Buddhist Sharing Movement, 
which distributes food and clothing in 


the area and has its headquarters in 
Seoul “We heard many such stories.” 
South Korean authorities said they 
knew that thousands of people had been 
executed in the North in recent years but 
had no precise figures. 

“The government is using public ex- 
ecutions because they want to try to stop 
robbery and bribery, ’ ’ said a spokesman 
for the National Intelligence Service, die 
South' Korean spy agency. “Tbey think 
if they allow that kind of thing to go on, 
they will have more problems. We know 
it’s a campaign of terror/-’ 

Not all criminals are executed in pub- 
lic. some refugees say. 

“There are open executions, and then 
there are closed executions,” said Kim 
Myung Goo, 42, who served 10 years in 
the North Korean Army. “If it’s a polit- 
ical criminal, the execution is secret. 
Political prisoners are accused of slander- 


ing people and the party, so it’s done 
secretly. With those political crifniaals, 
it’s not only he or she who goes to prison 
or is executed but all the family.” 

The number of overall executions has 
been rising steadily, some refugees said, 
since the one-year period of mourning 
that followed the death in July 1994 of 
Kim II Sung, who had ruled the country 
since it was founded in 1948. 

“For one month after Kim >11 Sung’s 
death there were no executions,” said a 
woman who fled from the eastern port 
city of Ham Hung two years ago. “For a 
year there were very few." 

Then, she said, the word spread that 
Kim D Sung's son and heir, Kim Jong II, 
who heads the all-powerful defense 
commission and is general secretary of 
the Workers' Party, had said he wanted 
to “hear the sound of gunshots again”- 
and stepped up the pace of the killing. 


POUND: Blair Unveils Plan for Converting Britain to the Euro 


Continued from Page 1 

clearer commitment to joining and spe- - 
cific policies to bring Britain's economy 
into line with the 1 1 -country euro zone. 

David Heatbcoat-Amory, a spokes- 
man for the Conservative Party, said the 
government was violating constitutional 
procedures by starting preparations for 
the euro before winning public consent in 
a referendum. “They are softening us up 
by creating the illusion of inevitability by 
using toe power of toe stale.” he said. 

Malcolm Bruce, Treasury spokesman 
for the Liberal Democratic Party, ac- 
cused Mr. Blair of trying to get to toe 
euro by stealth rather than openly ad- 
vocating membership and gearing eco- 
nomic policies accordingly. “That is a 
very timid position that will not win a 
referendum because it lacks vision and 
leadership,” he said. 

A similar view was expressed by Sir 
Leon Brittan, one of Britain’s two mem- 
bers on the European Commission. “It 
would be better if it was also accom- 
panied by an acceleration of the political 
pace, and the prime minister made it clear 
that we had in effect decided.'* he said. 

Mr. Blair will brief other European 
Union leaders of his strategy at an in- 


formal summit meeting in Germany on 
Friday, and British officials hoped for a 
warm reception. 

In Paris, President Jacques Chirac said 
he was “delighted” that Britain was step- 
ping up preparations, according to his 


spokeswoman. But one European dip- 
lomat said Mr. Blair was holding back on 
the front tint matters. “Sooner or later, if 
he wants to take Britain into the euro, he 
will have to come out, as it were, and take 
on the tabloid press,” the diplomat said. 

Indeed, the Daily Mail gave a taste of 
the battle to come Tuesday, criticizing 
the government’s strategy of pushing 
preparations before a referendum as “a 
denial of real democracy.” 

The National Changeover Plan. Us the 
blueprint was called, was limited in 
nature, dealing only with the mechanical 
issues of. switching from pounds to 
euros. It envisioned a three-year period 
between a government decision in favor 
of joining, which Mr. Blair said could 
come after the election that must be held 
by May 2002, and the adoption of euro 
notes and coins. 

The plan did not address how or when 
Britain might lode the exchange rate of 
the pound against the euro. Thai was a 
crucial omission because EU rales require 
two years of exchange-rate stability prior 
to entry, and British industry is lobbying 
for a depreciation of around 10 percent to 
lift the country’s competitiveness. 

Big corporations and banks must be 
ready to do business in euros by toe 
locking dare, and the lack of a clear 
timetable could cause them to delay 
preparations, said Graham Bishop, an 
economist at Salomon Smith Barney 
Inc. The government's stance “still 
boils down to an unwillingness to say. 


‘we really intend to do this,’ " he said. 

Mr. Blair acknowledged that the plan 
represented a change of gear, not a 
change of policy. Calling membership 
“conchtional not inevitable," he said 
the government would need to see dur- 
able convergence between Britain's 
economy and the euro zone, and be 
persuaded that the euro would be good 
for jobs. He included a warning to Bri- 
tain's European Union partners that toe 
EU needed to make ‘'fundamental re- 
forms" of labor regulations, competi- 
tion rules and welfare systems. 

Bui his language toward the euro was 
the most positive yitt, and he emphasized 
the euro’s smooth introduction tills year. 

In an effort to underline the gov- 
ernment's seriousness, Mr. Blair said he 
would seek parliamentary approval to 
spend tens of millions of pounds in ad- 
vance of any referendum to begin pre- 
paring toe key government agencies — 
Social Security, Customs and the Inland 
Revenue — to be able to deal in euros. 
The government has indicated it could 
take those agencies longer than the 
private sector to become euro*capable, 
so early preparations are vital to Bri- 
tain's entry prospects. 

Business leaders welcomed the state- 
ment but were still left looking for a 
clearer timetable. 

“We need much greater clarity from 
the government as to what their intentions 
are,” said Lord Alexander, the chairman 
of National Westminster Bank PLC 


In talking about die executions, none 
of the refugees, including adolescents so 
stunted by starvation as to look half their 
age. appeared especially horrified by 
what they had seen. They appeared more 
disgusted by the cannibalism that all of 
them said was now a common crime. 

Park Chill said thai he had seen a family 
of five shot to death in Heidong, a district 
not far from tiie Turaen River border with 
China, because of cannibalism. 

The father and mother had been luring 
small children into their boose, be said, 
drugging them with wine, then strangling 
them, chopping up their bodies and 
mingling the flesh with pork, which was 
then sold on local maricets. Executed 
along with the parents were their three 
sons, the youngest 12, he said. 

Most peqple had stories to tell about 
cannibalism — sometimes just rumors, 
other times based on knowledge and 
experience. 

“I heard many times that people kill 
people and eat the bodies,” said Kim 
Chul, 16, who is now living in Yangjin. 

-He said he had seen his fust execution 
about two years ago when his teacher in 
his village school near the northeastern 
free trade zone of Raj in and Songbon led 
his class to the execution ground. “The 
teacher said, ‘Do not commit any crime, 
come to school and study hard.’ ” 

* He said he had last seen an execution 
Feb. 1, 1998, the day before he fled 
across the Tumen River on the last of 
three' attempts to escape' to China. 
“There were a man and a woman,” he 
said. “They were executed for escaping 
to China three times and being returned ' 
to North Korea." 

North Korea is widely believed to 
have eased up on the penalties for fleeing 
toe country. ... 

Chinese authorities, under pressure 
from Pyongyang, have cracked down 
recently on North Korean refugees; re- 
turning them whenever they find them 
and imposing fines of several hundred 
dollars on Chinese convicted of har- 
boring them. - 

The returnees generally are beaten by 
North Korean guards once they are re- 
turned but often are freed after . a few 
weeks in custody, refugees said. 

“When Kim II Sung was alive, when 
people died, the government provided a 
coffin,” said Kim Chul Soo, who work- 
ed in a factory near the port of Hamhung 
until all the factories were shut. “Now 
people are just put in the ground. At 
night people to the bnrial of a recent 
corpse, dig it up, cut it apart, cook it and 
eat it. It happens. It really happens.” 


By Andrew Pollack 

New York Times Sen-ice 

CARTAGENA, Colombia — Ne- 
gotiations to forge a global biotech- 
nology safety treaty have hit a stale- 
mate here over sharp disagreements 
between the United States and most 
developing countries, raising the pros- 
pect that the talks could fail 

The talks, which have been under 
wayfbr more than a week, were sched- 
uled to end late Tuesday, and it is not 
unusual in such negotiations for 
breakthroughs to occur at the 11th 
hour. But several days of intense ne- 
gotiations have failed .to make much 
Headway. 

“The protocol is very, til and in toe 
hospital” Rafe Pomerance, the 
deputy assistant secretary of state for 
environment and development, said 
Monday. * _ 

- The Biosafety ' Protocol ira it is 
called, would .regulate toe shipment 
between countries of organisms that 
have been altered by genetic engi- 
neering. The talks are an outgrowth, of 
toe Convention on Biological Di- 
versity reached at the 1992 Earth Sum- 
mit talks in Rio de Janeiro. 

The treaty is aimed at reducing the 
risk of harmful ecological effects from 
introducing genes from different spe- 
cies into plants, animals or microor- 
ganisms. 

. The biggest split Is over whether 
agricultural commodities, such as ge- 
netically altered wheat or soy beans, 
should be subject to toe most im- 
portant requirement of the protocol 
which is that an exporter receive per- 
mission in advance from the import- 
ing nation. • • 

Washington, worried that tens of bO- 


lions of dollars’ worth of annual farm 
exports could get tied up in bureau- 
cracy or blocked completely, maintains 
that commodities meant to be eaten or 
processed should not be covered be- 
cause they do not enter the environ- 
ment. From 25 percent to 45 percent of 
major crops grown in the United States 
are now genetically modified. 

But developing countries say that 
commodities should be included be-4 
cause they contain seeds that can be 1 

S lanted or can accidentally escape into 
le environment They also say there 
could be health risks from eating ge- 
netically modified food. 

The European Union, where there is 
much more concern about genetically 
modified food than in toe United 
States, also wants commodities in- 
cluded. The United States is allied 
with five other agricultural exporters 
— Argentina, Australia, Canada, 
Chile and- Uruguay. • 

The latest draft of the treaty ex- 
cludes agricultural commodities from 
the advanced approval requirements. 
But the developing nations want to' 
include a provision that would allow 
individual countries, using the pro- 
tocol to require such advanced ap- 
proval for commodities. 

Developing nations are also uh-1 
happy that other things have been ex- ’ 
eluded from toe protocol. The latest 
draft has an exemption for pharma- 
ceuticals and one aimed ar organisms 
used in scientific research. 

Another category- exempted is 
products made from genetically 
altered organisms, ' which could In- 
clude everything from com flakes 
made from genetically engineered 
com or blue jeans made from ge- 
netically modified cotton. 


TECH: U.S. Rejects Satellite Sale to China 


Continued from Page 1 

a mobile telephone network over much 
of Asia, reaching from China to In- 
donesia, and then across the Indian 
Ocean as far ^ Pakistan^ The Commerce 
Department is expected to formally no- 
tify Hughes of its ‘intent to deny’ ’ m the 
next few days, officials said. 

The company issued a statement 
Monday night that made no reference to 
a decision but reiterated drat toe satellite 
deal “can be used as a model for how we 
can protect national security while 
launching satellites overseas.” 

The decision effectively revokes 
President Bill Clinton’s approval of the 
sale two and a half years ago. At toe time, 
Mr. Clinton's aides assured him that it 
wo old not contribute to Chinese military 
capabilities. 

The State Department and toe De- 
fense Department then concurred with 
toe decision but bad not thoroughly in- 
vestigated the military links of the 
Singapore-based consortium that was 
toe official buyer of toe satellite. Of-, 
ficials of toe consortium included top 
military officers qf the People’s Lit 
exation Army, who also served in posts 
with the China Satellite Launch & 
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Tracking Control Corp. 

Hughes officials had sought an ex- 
pedited review and pressured toe adM. 
ministration to approve the deal 
cording to government documents 
provided later to congressional inves- 
tigators. 

A change in toe satellite’s design 
forced the company to apply for a re- 
vised license, and a raft of subsequent 
investigations into Chinese efforts to 
obtain American technology helped 
prompt toe administration to reverse its 
position. l 

The decision was made while rela- 
tions between Washington and Beijing 
are eroding on many fronts, from human 
rights to economic interchanges. - - 
A senior U.S. official speculated dial 
the Chinese would probably move 
quickly to obtain a similar satellite from 
Europe, in part to drive home their abil- . 
ity to circumvent U.S. restrictions .and. 

• reward non-American competitors. , 

But it appears unlikely that Guti” 
could acquire technology as. sophistf 
cated as that offered by Hughes. • 

Mrs. Albright is scheduled to visit 
Beijing next week in connection with a 
visit to Washington in April Ity toe 
Chinese prime minister, Zhu Rongji. • 
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Mertal PartierafDlsbbfors reply to: 
MPERML GOLD HONG KONSNC, 
Tefc1-51«8M9» FttMIATOaW 
EMAIL. Impute! ffitotaLnat 


MAD SERVICE, ASHDENTUU. Large 
US. baaed convany nib aw 20 ynra 
experience & 100 offices. 1M help you 
start you own maid sendee wth our 
manuate, software, t ami ng videos, and 
experience. SIB, 995 US no rerafltoa. 
far 770-3 91-9092. email 
maitHOniindaprinBJam 

TALENTED SALS ' AGENTS. LftfeT 
andtar gantamen waned to aal prestige 
adverting including CO membership. 
Sel bi your home me or bate. Senrice 
tflnfamaton Code OUrnnalquB & Can- 
sdare.. P.OB 224, CH4066 Zurich/ 
Swtzertand. Fax No. +«41 1 371 71 OB. 


Track FUTURES A OPTIONS 
on the INTERNET 
ww-sttadexom 
SFH Tndng S Brafcmgi Ltd. 
Stadeftnhtr. 19, 8024 Zurich 


2nd PASSPORTS / Driving Licences / 

E-mat 100413JHSOooripmrvexom 

toto^/eww#toBFmDneyxon 

MARKET ON LIE- Boorfcal Album- 
lives. Celt USA (254) 338-2646 UHL- 
Set Bam^an CST or Wrte Brtanfcats 
P.O. Box 1621. Belofl, TX 76513 USA. 

CAPfTALCORP. Merchant Banking 
Is looting (or Business Development 
Agents ta Europe. Fax Exec. Summery 
at 001-407-248*367. 

OFFSHORE COMPARES. For tee Ira 
due or advice Tat London 44 191 741 
1224 Fat 44 181 748 6S58/6336 
NWjjppUDfU&l* 

ADVERTISING CO. f*R£0^ swte 
partnan to dawicp BcMtos on naftxal 
and taRnottonal levels. Tet Paris +33 
(HI 5S75 0B75. F® +33 {DJI 5375 0966 

AGENTS WANTHJI To Ste US Capo- 
rattans S ULCs torn S30O (al hdtam) 
Corporate Consufitng UdL Telephone: 
30M2M500 or Fto 30M2M005 USA 

2ND PASSPORT S10K Ain EU, 
DlptomaBc. Driven Licences. Emaft 
cqueiOiaetnalph Fk 63^831 7552 

BUY GOLD + R4MM0NDB * Curran^ 
* Wafa Cancan. Sefl mod chalets. 
Sandier Eac 43 (0)3 89 60 53 17. 

CONTACTS: EUROPE / USA 
Your office near tan tome. 

Tet «4M151&a2. Fte -392274 

LOOKMGFOR SECOID-HAffi) UW-M- 
Exparata-Sysara. Oflen to E-mail: 
saesdB-abLCll 


Snce esabGshed io Ifflb ‘Buies Peenj*" 
ta puWUied and desk w&hihe 
Ansoavcy of turopt To acquire an 
amaie Mrim Scaifel] or ftench txk 1 
wlh confidence roman us at: 
DepUH.1 

Sots 202, Alban y Hora e, 
**geot LMKfon WIR 5AA 
TtL {44)1903506441 
Sk: (44) 1903 700476 - 


* EMPIRE STATE BURMNG ' 
ADDRES5 

Gain Jnutanl onxfibiHy. 
EatoMah a NY prawncs In 
the workTa batHmown 
buBding. Mai ivcatvad, phona 
aiwwertig, contamnea 
room, turmshed mM-omew. 

amE irna nans canHi 

TE: 212^3W072 • FAX: 212-564-1135 


Business Opportunities 

OFFSHORE 

COMPANIES 
Comprehensive Seivices 

Tet +44 P) 1624 626591 
Fee +44 IQ) 1624 625126 
E-Mat askmOemoprisajiel 
Web Site: »wwjttoo*oui8moacoi* 

.ASTON CORPORATE TRUSTHS LTD 


WORLDWIDE EXPLOSION!"! 

A never before-nutated 
endusNO/prapridaiy heafffl owacfewh 
2000 yra nafitonei 6 45 tn cCnioM 
resda caBed NON! now beim ottered 
Hamalonaly though the fasted growing 
hLU co. In US Tfetay. (30 mas e*L 
monJWy natos over 16 mUon). tocarae 
poteJt&J S50OM95D00 per MONTH ta 
the next 12-36 moi This is a rpxnd- 
Itoor, entrepreneia'a dream com Ins ta 
US. CanmlB, Japan, Taboo, Malaysia, 
PhHppinea. Austria. HolanOong 

a & die Caitbean Respond Emal 
JtOaoLcmn USA: 908-284-3884 
Far 906-7885826 


OFFSHORE COMPANES 

READY MADE COls, FULL ADUN 
TRADE DOCUMBflB AND LC 
BANKNG &ACCOUNTMG 
CHINA HJSieSS SERVEES 

Contact ffida Ho tar hneffielB 
sgivIcbs & company broduB 
MACS LTD, Room nos. Atton Ptua 
24 aanvle Road. TST, Kowloon. 
Hong -Kong, e+ral: nacsMhkjtner.nat 
Tot S5247M1223 Fax K2-2TO 4373 


NEW PASSPORT • Nb visa mtMdB- 
In 10 days. 15K+. QS 8 Chinese wel- 
come. Rue 682 231 80 79 


Sus/ness Services 


ATELE1A MANAGEMENT LID 

Patae Corporate & Tnm) 
Oortact Tow GoukirAiah Abed 
Tel/Fax: +44 IBM 616007*16006 
Emat atataOetaprise. net 
or Brnaid Cambay, France ■ 
Tel/Fax: 433 2 868178996917904 
188*433 609732706 


ESTABLISH YDW BtfiMBS 
PFESBICE AT PRESHBOVS . 
ADDRESS ftrJKWTE CAfBJHKMACO 
(or » tta as US$46Qta»rML 
ICS - tatogntad Coqunto SMtiora 
Ftoc +377 83 30 20 17. 

Emd: toaOhncanc 


“NYC LAW FIRM - BUSINESS 
Real Estate - LUgattan - taabadon. 
Td: 212-797-5400, Far 212-9&3295. 
Eflat cofBngok&MaDLcoRL * 

YOUR OfflQE W LOffiON 
Bond Street - Mai, Phone, Fax. Telex 
■ Tet 44 171 290 9000 Rax 171 48^7517 


THE WbKUrS aULT J4EW3BtPER 

PLANNING TO RUN 
A CLASSIFIED AD? 

Ploce your Ad quickly cnid easily, contact your nearest IHT 
• office or representpfhrew^ 

of the cost immetfiatefy, and once payment is madeyour 
ad wrfLanoear within 48 hours. All motor G«£t Cards 


sdrateiy, ana oncej 
within 48 hours. A 


major Credit 1 


EUROPE 

HtANCEpnirRiris, 

U 401) 41 43 93 85, 
foe »1| 41 43 93 70i 
E-mM: OauSedCMitcoin 
ANDOHA: AnJonw la Milo 

U. B67B13, 

Fw B47B21 

G8MANY. AUSDSA A CB4KA1. 
BAKVE: FranUni; 

U: (069) 9712500. 

Fat |Q69] 971 25020. 
HGIIIMA UttanOURG: BnmL 
U-B7714724. 

Foe (2) 762 24 38. 
GRBBCEACniUS: Adam. 

U: 301/6851 525. 

Fac XV6B53 357. . 
MMX Htfnlri, 

Tol 3539406 828. 

Fac 358 9 546 SOB. 
IMKMm. 

U: 102} SOM 6545 
foe (023 50956264. 
fCSfiKANDS: Amhnlaa 

V. . 31 .206841080 • 

Fac 31.206881374. 


U 147] 55 913070. 
Fac (47J 55 913072. 
FOeiUGM: Laboo, 

U 35M -4577293- 
Fat 351-1-457-7352. 
SNUNsMrideL 
U:9U72B5& 
foe 914 586 074. 
SWEDEN. 

U: +46 822 8535 
foe +47 55 913072. 


EGTRGbo 
ML 34 99838. 
Fac 3444 429. 


SOUTH AHHCA 


U [271 1)903 3381 
for [271 1)603 7780. . 

MOUTH AMEMCA 

NEW root 


SWnZEBtANDtRik 
1iL (021)726 30 21. 
Fac 1021)728 3091. 


UNnamGDOMkofan. 

Tel. (0171)5105748. 

Fck (0171)967 3462. 

WMDPIIEIICT 

BUCbllAw, 

W-P) 5121110 
. foe [3)6815859. - 

JORDAN; Anmsv 
U. 624430 
Fac 624466 

'-SAUR ARAMAsCoDkxtlandoa. 

U. 171 8238553. - 
Foe 171 823.6372. 

UNOBAIMMMK&JHdi, 
14.. (OS) 723974. 

Foe (36)725588 


■faS for f800J 572-7212 
Fax: (212) 755-8785 

IAIBI AAABUCA 

■QUVIA: Santa Crut. 

Tal; (591-3) 32 TO 65. 

Foe (591-3) 3274 64. 

MAZfcSeofoJrc 
IL (551 1)8534 1 33. 
foe ^11)8528485. 

OM&SataDdeQda. 
tL 1563632 7937.— 
foe (562) 632 0)26. 

EOlADOtoGuMoiL 
^(593)4689250 
foe 1593) 468 9149. 

AS1A/BHOHC 

HONGKONG: 
tL (852)2922-1 168. 

Fac (852) 2922-11 90. 

JAMNbUya 
laL 32 01 02 10 l 
foe 3201 0209. 


9NGAP08E. BUCfc fiuwt 

ta IMS ■ mnan Vi 

Mi 2236478. 

. Fac 325 0641 

IHAlUMLBUhMfla^ofc. 

U- W-9164, 267-9165 

foe 267-8166. 

AUSTRALIA 

MfiJOUM ‘ ' 

U- 96501100 
Fac96S)'66IL 


OFFSHORE COMMERCIAL BANK 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

USS45,000 

I -3i : 403-233-8489 
Fax: 403-233-8988 


DISCOUNTED 
US. SECURITIES 

Spn-Waag in Privoe Block Traaagioig 
Fa* your dii'ini" Kcaam 
Excdkal rMEBltal far lll^b Kctnrosl 
FAX inquMa n 
242-394-507* 

trklan gi hfim^ nfii 


Business Services 


OFFSHORE- 

COMPAMES 

In LtecWeretota fi wwWwWb 

ftmtnions, trusts, lax constancy 
accmitlng and auttig 


■ hfemafional taiiess cortacs 
-capfin naaanca. general services 

ELSON Treuhand AnstaH 

Tet -*4175 233 3107 Fx +4175 £33 3K» 
e-mai esonOdsuLoom 


SERVICES WORLDWIDE from an Amer- 
ican in Geneva who tri condua carxt- 
dds WaviBiK. rtftend meetings <r other 
ocnsulancy wort on your belief. Knows 
UN system. Fax UAS lor Monnation 
(+41) ffi 777 1655 


Business Travel 

BECOME A CORPORATE TRAVEL Af- 
QM and al tavd.coss. Earn conmc- 
sJons on your travel bookings receive 
lower travel costs through out Interna- 
tional rate desk, have taster access to 
travel MonnaUon vk nv nb Me. and 
am up to 50% on your own travel costs 
wttt our Corporate Travel ID. S795 USD. 
For more rtormaten. vlsf our webshe 
al: wwwjiaveh4toRS.com and click on 
"Corporate Travel Affinals' Phone 
001-716383-4470 Fax 001-71&58H688 
or London Voice Mai 44-171-6813295. 

iBbBmiMK Class Frequent Traveflere 
WbrtWdB. Up to 50% m No coupons, 
.no restrictions, knpenal Canaria Tel: 
1-514-341-7227 Fax: 1-514-341-7998. 

u^wlal^^itonls.c otn 


.Capital Available 


ALLIANCE FUNDWG 6 TRADBffi 
UNLIT7ED CAPTTAL AVALABLE 

* COMMERCIAL MORTGAGES 
" VENTURE CAPfTAL 

* EXPANSION CAPITAL 

* HTML PUBLIC OFFERWGS (FO) 

; MERGERS AACQUSmONS 

Our Company ato provides Business 
Plan Bring and Assistance, stag wffii 
the stnctumg of Ofistnre Cotpo^nns 
for lax and asset pmuatan 
- NO UP fflONT FEES 
. BROKER INQUIflES WELCOME 
TEL: 001-854-457-0065 
FAX: 001-95W5M264 
Ptone vMt our webtito St 
wwwjIucfllureBnggnnipjHl 


INTERNATIONAL 
FOiANCWG SPEOALISTS 
-' over 30 yeas experience 

VedOT Caphal - Commeual Manages 
kmabve Rnancrej - Liters d crefl 
Untaxin St IMfcn - Brokers Wetome 


RJJ. INTERNATIONAL 

Tel: 001-242-383-1649 
Fax: 00^716-7796200 


.•IMMEDIATE A UNUMJJED - 
Caplal avaiabte (tx 
ALL business projects! 

MK U S. Si nwJno max 
HTBtteness ConsuBng 
.. (717)387-7777 (U5. VOCEi 
httpJwww.irttaBcau»m flntemeii 

PmrtaaclTXscoiBitKHJnes at Cmflt 
6uarffltee&LC^COs-T-3a s. * FunSng 
o( Na g au a bto Bank (retrunens ■ Place- 
mert dSafeteepro ReceM ‘SEEIWG 
PROJECTS. FOR TIMXNG * Capflal 
Avafeble hrenedMely. Fax executive 
sumnory as-7290132 USA 


UNLHRTED. DTFL FUNDING BuSHffiSS 
and Psjea Financing - Vtortn Capital 
Fax brief prated smraiy: +31 114 680 
364 a B-mn: sicassfundeyahoorom 


CAPITAL FUNDING AVAILABLE 
Mtamun SIM U80 Claims no raataer 
fees, interest 4% l up Fax 
604-824-1470 Canada 


The Original 


Capital Wanted 


HNGSLAND FUMDMG CORP 
(Licensed Mortgage Banter N.Y. Stae) 
RBpmn D Wa 504 fSCCR Pngtam) 
J man shares Conran a Si JVWhb 
A teo wabble to Non-US Nantes 
Tet 1-212-754-6800 New York 
Fas 1-212-754-431 B 
. enal kwastOtagstendlmtegcom . 
web sis wmJtngstendundtogcan 


This to not a sotertation to buy a an 
offer to sal securities Offers or 
soGdutiats are made by memorandum 
arty and only where torn! 

GREAT RETURN Olt USSIOU-tSlA 
deposits. Secure Mtsdriy EtereflpnA 
payments, foe +44 iti m 4S21 


Diamonds 

ROUGH DIAMONDS. Wg wa pay ian 
cash for gem qua&y Wncancngm. 
volume only. Far 8W 474-3866 USA 


Financial Services 


DOCUMENTARY CREDIT 
COMMERCIAL CREDITS 
Btodod turefs ta avateMy ct funds 
Rnanong aoana sutabte crmos 
ww w ifay Mi fi nancial s w weB t SA 
5201 Bke Laapon Onve Penthouse 
UttaRT 3312 USA 
Tat (1-316) 71&4ZQ3 
Fta. (1-3(5) 71641(0 


BAMKfiUARAlTTS&UCs 
Uent Only Loans 
Project finance 
FBlC CRS +44 14S5 851384 


Due to Expansion and Relocation 

CHRISTIE’S 

North American 

Auction, Exhibition and Office Space 
is available for purchase. 


THE EXQUISITE TASTE of the world's most 
distinguished fine arc auctioneer is represented in its 
superb, contemporarily crafted New York headquarters. 
Located between Park and Madison Avenues in Delmonico 
Plaza, one of Manhattan's most desirable commercial 
condominiums, this rare ownership opportunity exists for 
corporations, financial institutions, cultural foundations or 
museums seeking a dramatic Plaza District presence. 

COMMERCIAL CONDOMINIUM 
DELMONICO PLAZA 
55 EAST 59TH STREET 

* 3 attire Jbors plus basement comprising 42,959 RSF 

• Duplex space with column free auditorium /stage and 25 foqt ceilings 

* Office floor with many move-in executive, creative and support offices 

• 24-hour amaerge attended nlatble lobby 

Ftr a pmand iRsfeeden. plane centad the txdtaitt idling Jgmt 


kali back 

New Lower Rates! 



No Deposit 
No Minimum 
No Set Up Fees 
No VAT 


Instant Activation • Fiber-Optic Networks 
Itemized 6-Second Billing • Ideal for Home, Office, 
Hotels and Mobile Phones 


Agent Inquiries Invited 

Tel: 1.206.376.1962 • U.S.: 1.800.965.1626 
Fax: 1.206.376.1963 

.4 1 7 Second Avenue Wesf Seattle, WA 98U9 UM 
www.kallback.com • Ema//: info@kallback.com 



lapy; Susan C Kahaner (212) 984-6524 
insign i a /e sc Melissa Bazar (212) 984-6540 

Thii is oot in offering, Thexmpleic offering i™ ue in an Offering Plan routable (rani the Sponioc. 


( to call US^^EC)*ano^ Ceniiany; 

\ Sweden, P^or^^Ausfrali^, Canada, '• 
^ f ronf* anywhere In die world 

Vplus ult h low rotes to jU otl?er destinations) 

i^rthen Dsgt Net^bcoe Pro™ (cue rime fee mx included) 


Financial Services 


FKANC1AL PROFESSIONALS 


HARD TO BORROW? 

USE COLLATERALIZED LOANS 
PAY WTEREST ONLY 

TRAINING S SUPPORT 

Wa Locate Funds is For 
Buah»» and Real Estate 

Arttcny Abraham. ESQ. - Rea) Estate 
Eric A Man. ESO-Attomey/Flduxay 

WTEWAHONAL DEVaOPWG 
ENTERPRISES AGENCY (KA) 
590 Madison Ave. NY. NY 10022 
Ptv 212-^1-OeOO t for 2126884442 
Wort Phona (500)367-6000 
emat pangtcbOaolconi 


PROJECT FUNDING 
Had fc Ptace loans 
Jort Venue Partnership 
For Tradng Pragrems 
Fin* Ftat Pmri of Finds 
Smafl Loans S1DGDD0 * Lama Loam 
S5M-S50M 

Gonad wxXtele by FAX 
Nassau 1-242-327-1722 
Mautifi 011-230-2&6325 


FINANCIAL GUARANTEES 
insuance / Renswaics hacted 
guarantees tar quaBtad 
business pro(Kts 
Tet 561-391-5580 
Fax. 56T-3B1-42B0 USA 
ncraKapGworttteJS.iu( 


NTL FIDUCIARY SERVICES 
Franco! Investment Services 
Prajed Funfing 
Bank Gtaaraaes . 
Ofetme Hating Companies 
Woridwtie Bisviess UnWed 
Fta: 6625535117 Bangtok 


HTC, Prowfing A Confidential Comparw 
ta Trua Fomtekn Sevca • WUi Ban 
Accounts - Anonymns And ID Free - 
TM ^41 32 327 2414 
Fac +41 32 322 223S 
Emte rforaaraShanweroffshorexaTi 


S10 IfiO. CASH FUNDS FOB TRADING, 
f you msh to Bffler a HYTP, » proncte 
cash funds aganst paymere of bank 
Calfet (+41 )-B1 -252-1 188 


Financial Jrtreg&nente 

LEASMG OF CASH FUNDS, tf you wish 

to tease cash Iran us (iv ta S 300 rata) 
tar tally seared financial transactions 
cal UK +44 - (0)401 823561 


WANTED - Private loans aganst s 
Prrt. Dr Hans A Gunzetmann. Fac 
101951-500 208 


tmport/Export 


N0AMEX INC. 

LARGE GRADER OF USED CLOTH K0 
Por wonen - men - children 
PREMIUM S OK8-SDC QUALITY 
DB8U JEANS & QbNN JACKETS 
Brport Kg bates sroal hales, boxes 
ArPICAASIA, BIRWE, UTO-EAST, 
C3ITRAL £ SOUTH AMERICA. 
Td.718-342-2278 Far.71H42-2258 US 


DUTY FREE CIGARETTES ftfvflred to 
your door by roacL Ptaase visit; 
wowriutyfreezDoecom 

STELLA ARTOIS BEER lor UK. etse- 
whara. other bam & pnvase bbd ako- 
hcfic rtrts for. +31-30644 2609 


Serviced Offices 

N*W York/WALL STREET Office 
S99.0Omo Mai. Phone. Fax. E-Mai 
Conference Roots. Flushed 
Offices, Seopwyi Tet 2t2-sw3-tm 
Fax: 212^43-2309 mvwsmyran 

YOUH OFFUX N ROME. Furtshad of- 
Sces and conference none. Rnne lex. 
mad tafl dooneftary ssvice Tet 
- -+396328031. fox ++396328032B2 

fully aBTveer booms Tithe career 
d RDV£ "et +39 06 54220352, Fax 39 
3 54222512 


6 RETAIL PLAZAS FLORIDA. USA: 

Down payment - USS328.000 to 
USS571 JWO whh 5 year sate 
leaseback guarantee, 119 return. 
World National Cup. Realtor. 
E-mail: Woridus @ CompuServe . com . 
-&L 44-171-376-72®. Fn: 44-171- J76-7B25 
2 Old Brcunman Rood. Suite 534i 
London SW7 3DQ England 


FINANCE & 
INVESTMENT 


FUNDING PROBLEMS? 

l - '-* i for m 

SOLUTIONS 

Contact 

BANCOR 

OF ASIA 

Bankable guarantees 
to secure funding 
for viable projects: 

VENTURE CAPITAL 
EQUITY LOANS 
REAL ESTATE 
Long term collateral 
Supported guarantees 
Fax (63-2) 810-9284 
Tel. {63-2)894 5358 
www.ba&com.ph 

iC om n u mm nmsd onty upon himttng) 

Brotefi CwrwiuBton Aim rad 


CAPITAL 

AVAILABLE 


BUSINESS 

FINANCE 

AVAILABLE 

For any viable 
projects worldwide. 

Fax brief .svnitpsis in 
EngUsh trv: 

Corporate Advances UK 
on 

+ 44-7070-658080 


Serviced Offices 


We run your office 

Business artkasses, funshad offices, 
/nesting tedtix; NgWach egapnwx 

BsigkjntMteatanfc, 

Tet 431 20 520 7S 03 
Italy, TsL +30 02467 12283 
TflL +41 1 214 62 62 
New Yak. Tel +1 212 605 04 00 
Washtogtcn. TaL +1 202 825 8300 

www.wwbcnatwort.cora 


WORLD-WIDE 

BlWIWfll CENTRES 

NETWORK* 


In over 100 edies worldwide. - 


YOUR OFFICE N PARIS 

to rare# tent you naadL 

• Fudyr tanchorte modern offices & 
maeffitg rooms b rent by Im-day+no#) 

* Your tactical or permanert base 

' Prestige mafeu addreie. M wvius 
B B E nm 

91, Fba SAd Hooore, 7E008 Paris 
Tel ,33(0)144713830. Fax 01)142661560 

WafcbWr 


THE INTERMARKET 
Starts 
on Page 4 



OFFSHORE COMPANIES 


• Fast, efficient, professional. 

• Management, nominee < 
administration services. 

• Bank introductions. 


Balia - IBC R otI 

BY Islands 

Cyprus 

Delaware HM1 

Florida 

Ireland (Mon-Besl 
Isl e of Man _ 

Jersey ££12! 

Others on request 
Credit Curd poynreirts ocrepred 
Col) MOW for more information. 


Since 1977 w» have specialised in 
advising on ths use of offshore 
companies, trusts end other 
structures to achieve both personal 
and corporate tax savings and to 
maintain privacy. 

We Incorporate In ALL offshore 
jurisdiction* end offer full post 
Incorporation ssrvlcss - 
profession^ y and si reasonable 
cast. 

. fauviqM et teoorponrikxi Fe«* 

IRELAND 5225 

ISLE OF MAN £250 

DOMINICA US$350 

TO USS450 


Ftv mmedUlu sarveo contact 

Tel: + 353 1 661 6490 
Fax: + 353 1 661 8493 
E-mail: irI@ICSL.com 


Pay Less so that you can Talk Longer! 
Bangladesh . 69 India .57 France .07 U.K. .05 
Lebanon .55 Germany .06 Pakistan. 70 
Israel .12 South America .55 Italy.// USA. 05 
Are you paying mo much for International calls but confused abou 
which carrier to choose? Sat-Link proudly adjusts to their customer! 
wants and needs instead of changing them. To take advantage of th 
lowest prices available contact: 

Sat-Link, Inc 

Phone 1(203) 316-8864 USA Fax 1(203) 316-8867 
e-mail: sattinklnc@aoI.com 


CONFERENCES 

EMERGING LEADERS 
IN LATIN AMERICA 

A NEW LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE FOR 
LATIN AMERICAN WOMEN 
Radcltffe College 

Cambridge. Maauduueus 
June 28 - August 6. 1999 

A star-week program to study critical leadership dribs wttb prunbiem 
Raddlffe College and Harvard University [acuity. 

• Acquire vital skills In negotiation. coalBa resolution, persuasion, 
and public speaking. 

• Apply the case study method m understand the dynamics of 
change and its effects on organizations and society. 

• Benefit from the mcnurshlp of participating Influential women 
from the public and private sectors. Develop Bfckmg networks 
and relationship* with peers and mentors 

Visa rite Mb tier wwwinpBii.liarvafiLedu.'radcUnvicndeT.>im 
Or marncc Dtajui B. E. Lewi* 

LASmU: Academic and Professional Programs 
for the Americas 
U Mount Auburn Sneer 
Cambridge. Masadiusem. 02IJ8. USA 
Email: dJana_tevrt*®harvirda^kj 
tWephnr.c SI 7-f 95-5255 
Fte 617-595-5990 

LA5FHU U ajpoaa/ nut Named tfanonQi 


INT’L FRANCHISES 


Looking for International Franchise Opportunities? 
Just published - New 1 999 Edition 
Internationa] Herald Tribune 

International Franchise Guide 

Tfae’dennltfvc guide devoted solely in International Franchising, 
master franchises and area development upponuulUus. 

Detailed, up-to-daio ironies un ihe world's leading Inter- 
national franchisors and service provider*. 1 92 pages. HSS3-4.95 
(Includes shipping). 

Send to IHT Guide. P.O Box 1 2488. Oakland. C-\ 94604 ISA. 

Cash, Money Ordrr. Visa, nr MR. 

ISrad Acrt #. expiry dale & approval slpnalutr). 
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Good News From Lahore 


The city of Lahore, in the fertile 
plains of Punjab, lies along the route of 
countless ancient military invasions of 
the Asian subcontinent. It was a filling 
place for prime ministers Anti Bihari 
Vajpayee of India and Nawaz Sharif of 
Pakistan to pledge a new effort to defuse 
the tensions that led both to test nuclear 
weapons last year. Some stirring at- 
mospherics surrounded the renewed 
dedication by the rival nations to re- 
solve their differences peacefully. But 
many additional steps will be necessary 
to reduce the catastrophic potential of a 
nuclear conflict in tills unstable region. 

It took courage forMr. Vajpayee and 
Mr. Sharif to meet and redouble foeir 
negotiating efforts while both are under 
Are from extremists at home. Mr. Vaj- 
payee's decision to travel by bus across 
the border and pay the first visit to 
Pakistan by an Indian prime minister in 
10 years was a rebuke to Hindu na- 
tionalists in his own ruling coalition 
who believe that Paid sum has fomented 
the Muslim rebellion in the Indian state 
of Kashmir. Mr. Sharif, for his part, had 
to mobilize the police to put down anti- 
India rioters during the visit. To trans- 
late the cordial expressions of Lahore 
into achievements, both countries must 
now work hard to sign a comprehen- 
sive nuclear test ban treaty, which they 
pledged to do Inst fall. 

The weekend discussions in Lahore 
led to a vague promise of sharing in- 
formation to prevent an accidental 
launch of nuclear weapons. The goal 
has been talked about for years and now 
has obvious new urgency. But both 
countries need to go further and reach 
agreement to stop production of 


weapons-grade nuclear material pre- 
vent the export of nuclear technology 


and halt the deployment of missiles that 
can deliver nuclear weapons. The 
United States, which imposed heavy 
sanctiohs on India and Pakistan after the 
nuclear tests, is right to wait for action 
on these steps before it lifts the sanc- 
tions. But Washington has also wisely 
let the World Bank proceed with some 
critical loans as a nudge to the dialogue 
that both countries are engaged in. 

As India had- wanted, both leaders 
pledged to discuss economic and hu- 
manitarian steps to improve relations. 
As Pakistan had insisted, both sides 
agreed to place the disputes over Kash- 
mir, India's only Muslim-dominated 
state, high on the agenda of their talks. 
Two of the three wars between India 
and Pakistan have taken place there, 
and a large portion of both countries* 
armies is arrayed along the border. 

The Clinton administration has 
played a constructive role in bringing 
two suspicious countries together. 
Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Tal- 
bott has held eight meetings with the 
leaders of each country’ in the last eight 
months. Bui in the end, India and 
Pakistan must talk about their problems 
without the prodding of inteimediaries. 

It was thus especially encouraging 
that the meeting in Lahore was initiated 
by Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Sharif them- 
selves. Many Pakis tanis are bound to 
be impressed that Mr. Vajpayee’s trip 
included a visit ro the historic site 
where Pakistan's founder. Mohammed 
Ali Jinnah, proclaimed his vision of a 
Muslim state in South Asia. If the spirit 
of Lahore can be translated into con- 
crete steps, the way may be clear for the 
long-deferred visit to the region later 
this year by President Bill Clinton. 

— THE NEU YORK TIMES. 


Hillary -Mania, Again 


There is some tiring familiar about the 
Hillary-mania that has overtaken the 
U.S. media. By virtue of her announce- 
ment that she is officially thinking about 
whether to run for the Senate from New 
York, Mrs. Clinton has gotten herself on 
tiie cover of both Time and Newsweek. 
She was the obsession of almost all die 
talking heads in Washington on Sunday 
and probably half the -Saturday night 
dinner parties in New York City. 

It was February 1993 all over again, 
when the first lady became chairwo- 
man of the Clinton administration's 
task force on health care. Mrs. Clinton 
made the cover of Newsweek then, was 
repealed to be a better newsstand at- 
traction than Princess Diana, and made 
a much-discussed call on Senate lead- 
ers that left everyone burbling dutifully 
about her intelligence and knowledge 
of policy. “She’s sharp, she’s on the 
ball and I can’t tell you what a real 
pleasure it is ... to be able to sit there 
and talk about your concerns with her 
and call her Hillary, ’ * reported Howard 
Metzenbaum of Ohio. 

The health care plan's ignominious 
end, Travelgate, rilegare and other 
first-term disasters made it apparent 
that mixing the roles of first lady and 
administration strategist/lightning rod 
was not easy. 

For many people, the idea of Hillary 
Clinton for Senate is attractive just be- 
cause it could allow her to untangle 
herself from the political side of her 
marriage and compete for a power base 
that is all her own. Many women might 
ante up a campaign contribution just 
in the hopes of seeing Mrs. Clinton 
sworn in on the day that her husband 
becomes unemployed. She has spent her 
adult life mainly in the role of sup- 
portive wife — albeit in a very modem 
version of that pan. If the president 
announces that it is now Hillary's turn to 
shine, and his to take on the jobs of 
campaign cheerleader and family bread- 
winner, even many of the couple's 


critics would agree that it's about time. 

At this early stage in the political 
season, our only interest is in encour- 
aging races that will be competitive 
and enlightening for the voters. Any 
race involving so well known, know- 
ledgeable and polarizing a figure as 
Mrs. Clinton would fill those require- 
ments. But if she does decide to run, 
she will be giving up some of the 
insulation and deference that go with 
being a resident of die White House. 
Her policy speeches will have to be- 
come more focused, her relations with 
the press more open. Her adversarial 
attitude toward die media might be 
understandable for a first lady whose 
marriage has been under such intense 
and embarrassing scrutiny, but as a 
Senate candidate she would be ex- 
pected to be available, and to answer 
theauestions put to her. 

The New York media may some- 
times get more credit for feistiness than 
they deserve, but competitive elections . 
in New York are exhausting, high- 
pressure affairs in which relatively 
minor mistakes can flare into crises for 
untested candidates. That was pan of 
the message delivered by Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani in his weekend at- 
tack on Mrs. Clinton’s endorsement of 
Palestinian statehood. The mayor was' 
saving, with typical subtlety: We’d 
love to have you play tennis with us. 
Here’s how hard we hit the ball — 
when we’re wanning up. 

Hillary Clinton is, at this stage, the 
potential candidate that Geraldine Fer- 
raro wanted to be — a celebrity-icon so 
powerful that her entrance into the race 
would unleash a flood of campaign 
contributions and a respectful retreat 
by other potential Democratic candi- 
dates. Mrs. Clinton can learn from Ms. 
Ferraro's errors. These days, nobody 
captures an open Senate seat in New 
York simply by showing up. At least, 
no one has done it yet. - 

— THE SEW YORK TIMES 


Other Comment 


Stop This Y2K Panic 

A recent national poll showed that 
more than two out of three Americans 
believe that Y2K problems will last at 
least a couple of months. One in four 
intends lo hoard food and water: 16 
percent of those polled said they will 
remove all their money from banks. 

The “end of the world as we know 
it” has become a moneymaking scan- 
dal. You name it: long-term storage 
foods, water, various fuels, generators, 
otherwise isolated and useless plots of 
land for so-called survival hideouts. 
Only the backyard bomb shelter craze 


of the 1950s compares. Meanwhile, 
evidence that civilization will continue 
abounds. The travel industry, for ex- 
ample, has reported mostly "problem- 
free computer bookings of post- 1999 
departure and return dates, including 
500.000 airline reservations on hun- 
dreds of air carriers. 

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman 
dismisses .foe likelihood that Y2K will 
lead to widespread food shortages. 
Only one-third of U.S. farmers rely on 
computer systems, and the computers 
that are used are mostly for record- 
keeping. 

— Los Angeles Times. 
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Or America and Europe Could Gang Up on Japan 

OS ANGELES — President By Robert A* Levine that had lasted for the first postwar That is where GeXard 

.Jacques Chirac of France proposes quarter-century were replaced by a to go. « r,*Jnanv. Tony Blair’s 



L OS ANGELES — President 
Jacques Chirac of France proposes 
“currency zones" within which the 
developed economies will manage 
their exchange races. U.S. Treasury 
Secretaty Robert Rubin objects. One 
raorEtrans- Atlantic controversy. 

But does the tiff involve different 
-v ecoti6mi£ concepts? Not really. A bet- 
ter description would be different kinds 
of machinery designed to reach a com- 
mon objective — economic growth un- 
impeded by mercantilism. 

The two immediate problems for the 
triangle of wealthy economies — the 
United States, Western Europe and Ja- 
pan— are, first, to maintain growth in 
the face of pressures for slowdown, 
and, second, Japan itself. 

The central function of currency 
“architecture" is to prevent compet- 
itive mercantilism — each nation -de- 
flating its currency and slowing down 
its domestic demand in order to export 
more and import less. That would kill 
growth in rich and poor countries alike. 
In the case of Japan, which has lived by 
mercantilism for some decades, the im- 
mediate task is to keep Japan, from 
trying to solve its depression by spread- 
ing it abroad, and then to help it start 
itself toward self-support. 

That is what Mr. Chirac's currency 
zones are for. And Mr. Rubin has made 


By Robert A. Levine 

clear that his objective, too, is "robust 
demand-led growth that would con-' 
tribute, all other things being equal, to 
currency stability.” r 
One reason for the discussion of new 
- currency architecture is that for two 
decades currency stability has been 
given priority over demand-led growth, . 
a reversal of Mr. Rubin’s -ordering. 

Another reason — a problem that 
contains its own solution — is that 
European monetary union has changed 
a fractionated and inherently compet- 
itive world currency structure into a 
three-way oligopoly which can make 
decisions for the common good. 

In the post- World War H beginning, 
the Bretton Woods agreement avoided 
fractionated currency competition by 
creating a well-financed fixed-ex- 
change-rate structure. Growth was the 
objective; the Depression remained a 
fresh memory. The chief designer of 
Bretton Woods was John Maynard 
Keynes, who in the 1920s had warned 
against post-Worid War I tight money, 
and in the 1930s became the prophet of 
new ways to combat the Depression. 

In the 1970s, Bretton Woods broke 
down under the pressure of the oil price 
crises and other events. The fixed rates 


that had lasted for- the first postwar 
. were replaced by a 
lexible exchange system.- ' 

The experience of the 70s led in the 
1980s to a heavy stress on anti-in- 
flationary stability; growth slowed and— 
unemployment was kept high. In the 
first yearsof Francois Mitterrand’s 
presidency in the early *80s, France 
tried to resist this stress and expand its 
domestic demand; it was forced back 
into Kne by its competitors. 

The anti-inflationar y emphasis was 
built into the 1991 Maastricht agree- 
ment that setihe structure for monetary 
onion at the end of. the decade.- The- 
conservative governments of all the 
major West European states, backed by 
their naturally conservative central 
banks, fought inflation even as unem- 
ployment rose to new postwar highs. 

m a remarkably short period in 1997 
and 1998, however, European politics 
reversed Center-left governments, 
-anxious to be more active than their 
predecessors in encouraging growth 
and fighting unemployment, 'came, to - 
power in most West European coun- 
tries, And last Jan. 1, the birth of the 
euro aided intra-European currency 
competition and opened the door for 
the new governments to cooperate in 
the kind of growth policy that had been 
impossible for Mr. Mitterrand alone. 
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wants to move in the same direction. 

If Europe and the United Stares co- 
operate, coordination for . 1S 

achievable, whether through Mr. Chir- 
ks formal currency zones or under 
less formal airangemrats^ - 

That would leave the knottier prob- j. 
lem of the remaining third, Japan. Can Jfe 

currency coordination begin to wean it / 

from mercantilism? Or should Europe I ■ 
and the United States support theirown 
jobs and growth through robust do- 
mestic demand? . . . 

Or as the final sanction, might the 
isibility of a coordinated defense by 
me United States and Europe bring 
Japan to consider the restructuring 
needed for the long run? 

These are the real questions. 

The writer, an economist and former 
official in the US. executive and leg- 
islative branches, contributed t/us to 
the International Herald Tribune. 
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Much to Celebrate in Russia, but Freedoms Are Fragile 


* 






M OSCOW — In 1986, my 
friends and I were sitting 
around a kitchen table talking 
about why we did not believe in 
Mikhail Gorbachev's peres- 
troika. We had lived through too 
many propaganda campaigns. 
OJC., one of us said, what 
would it take for us to believe 
dial perestroika was real? 

Our wildest dreams stretched 
to a release of political pris- 
oners, a pullout from Afghan- 
istan and an end to Communist 
Party nomenklatura privileges. 
None of these seemed even 
remotely possible. 

But that very same year, An- 
drei Sakharov came tack from 
his exile in Gorky, and there- 
after other political prisonos 
were released one by one. Soviet 
troops were exit of Afghanistan 
by early 1989. It took until 1991 
for the Communist big shots to 
lose their high status. 

Now Com munis ts do mina te 
the Duma, and a former head of 
the p lanning agency is the No. 2 
naan in the cabinet Just re- 
cently, the Duma voted to return 
tiie statue of Felix Dzerzhinsky, 
mastermind of the Red Terror, 
to the square in front of die 
former KGB headquarters. Is 
the old system back? Or, as a 
friend called to ask me, “Are 
we emigrating yet?" 

It is useful to look again at 
those touchstones that more 
than a decade ago persuaded us 
that the absolutely impossible 
was happening. 

Political prisoners? Incon- 
ceivable in today’s Russia. 
When we see neofascists hold- 
ing meetings and selling news- 
papers just like any other polit- 
ical activists, some of us are not 
so sure it is an entirely good 
thing. But when three dissidents 
were convicted in China not 
long ago for trying to form an 
alternative party, it- sounded al- 


By Masha Lipman 


most medieval to us in Russia. 

In our parliamentary elec- 
tions this year, several dozen 
parties are expected to compete. 
Liberal reformers may have 
largely lost influence and pop- 
ularity, but they have free ac- 
cess to the political scene. 

Our press varies from liberal 
to Communist to fascist, with 
die major newspapers still on 
the democratic side. Mockery 
of the government abounds in 
the papas and on television. 

And there is an uncensored 
choiceof books and movies and 
modem art of the wildest vari- 
ety. A Communist leader of 
yesteryear would have dropped 


dead of anger at such brazen 
lack of restraint 

Afghanistan? Forget it Rus- 
sia^ undernourished, poorly 
armed and poorly trained army 
disgraced itself even inside 
Russia, with its defeat in 
Chechnya.. Military expansion 
is out of the question. 

As for privileges for the elite, 
it is true that the old Communist 
no menkla tura has every reason 
to be jealous of today’s Russian 
bureaucrats. But at least one 
thing is different The. Com- 
munist bosses enjoyed their 
privileges while depriving us of 
the opportunity. 

They could travel abroad, but 


we were locked up at home. 
Today’s bossies may grab what 
does not belong to them, but 
they could not care less what we 
read or listen to, or writeor talk 
about, or whether we traveL 

Those of us who remember 
Soviet constraint and oppres- 
sion can still marvel at the 
freedoms we enjoy today. Even 
if none of the contenders for 
president in the post-Yeltsin era 
seems very attractive, we still 
appreciate the opportunity to 
make a choice — the notion that 
we will elect our own president 
and witness the first democratic 
transfer of ^supreme power in 
Russia's history. 

Unquestionably, our freer 
dooms are fragile. A serious 


threat could come from the next 
government; none of the main, 
presidential candidates comes, 
across as an ardent advocate of 
liberal values. But a real setback 
is as hard to imagine now as reab 
liberalization was in 1986. 

Once "again we are moni- 
toring our freedoms as a touch- 
stone. My hope is that our 
kitchen table will not be the 
only venue of the discussion. 1 

For now, despite the Duma 
vote, Dzerzhinsky remains in 
the park of abandoned monu- 
ments where he was dumped 
after his 1991 dethroning. 

The writer, deputy editor of. 
the magazine Itogi, contributed 
this to The Washington Post. m \ 
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Transition for East Ti 



C ANBERRA — Events in 
East Timor are moving rap- 
idly after almost 25 years of 
Indonesian opposition to self- 
determination. The government 
of President B. J. Habibie has 
moved from defense of the 
status quo to actively examining 
die possibility of independence 
for East Timor by Jan. I, should 
Indonesia’s autonomy proposal 
for the territory be rejected. 

Mr. Habibie Should be given 
credit for having his political 
courage. However, letting go of 
Indonesia’s troublesome 27th 
province is not as simple as it 
might seem. There are . still 
many unanswered questions re- 
lating to the timing and nature 
of tiie transitional process. 

A sudden transition to de- 
mocracy would almost certainly 
create more problems than it 
solved. The east Timorese do 
not have foe skills or resources 
to take control of their affairs in 


By Alan Dupont 


such a short time without put- 
ting at risk the independence 
and freedom they have fought 
so long to achieve. 

In theory, Indonesia could 
wash its hands of East Timor 
entirely, as many in the Jakarta: 
elite are urging. But studied 
indifference and neglect are 
hardly a promising formula for 
a constructive relationship with 
a new East Timorese state. 

The reality is that Indonesia 
cannot quarantine itself from 
events in East Timor. Continu- 
ing political instability there 
would inevitably spread into 
adjacent Indonesian West 
Timor and probably beyond. 

The two most likely sources 
of instability are divisions with- 
in the indigenous East Timor- 


and Buginese migr ant commu- 


Tame Israel's Ultra- Orthodox Tail 


By Thomas L. Friedman 


W ASHINGTON — With 
the Israeli election cam- 
paign now in full swing, it’s 
time to ask who will influence 
the outcome most Will it be 
Yasser, Hafez or Ovadia? 

Ovadia Yosef is spiritual 
leader of the ultra-orthodox 
Shas party. This month the 
rabbi launched a tirade against 
the Israeli Supreme Court that 
could make mis election, for 
foe first time, an election not 
about which prime ministerial 
candidate can be foe toughest 
in dealing with the hard-line 
Arabs but about which can be 
the roughest in dealing with 
the ultra-orthodox Jews. - 
Angered by several Su- 
preme Court decisions, in- 
cluding one that outlawed 
blanket deferments from anny 
service for ultra-orthodox 
youths, Rabbi Yosef de- 
nounced the court judges as 
“wicked ... empty-hearted and 
wanton evildoers" who are 
“unclean and desecrate the 
Sabbath." Some 250,000 ul- 
tra-orthodox took to the 
streets to decry the “ tyranny” 
of Israel’s high court. 

While politicians might 
prefer that the next election be 
about “What size Israel do 
you- want?” the public is fo- 
cused on “What sort of Israel 
do you want?” 
what brought about this 
shift? For many years, tiie ul- 
tra-orthodox viewed foe Israe- 
li government as alien. But in 
the last two decades, as they 
have become dependent on 
government subsidies for their 
institutions, they have become 
integrated into the political 
system, and now they want 


that system to reflea more of 
their own Torah values. 

“As long as foe ultra-or- 
thodox were outsiders to foe 
state, they had no interest in a 
Torah state, but now that they 
feel that the state is theirs, they 
want their kind of state," ob- 
serves Mo she HalbertaL a re- 
ligious ■ philosopher at foe 
Hebrew University. “But the 
conception of Judaism they 
want to bring to that state is 
fundamentally anti-democrat- 
ic — it is un tempered by any of 
the adaptations that Judaism 
has gone through in relation to 
modernity and political power 
elsewhere around the world." 

Indeed, while (he ultra-or- 
thodox have learned how to 
operate in Israeli democracy, 
they have not absorbed the 
t underlying values of that de- 
‘mocracy. what really angers 
the ultra-orthodox about tiie 
Supreme Court is not only its 
decisions but foe fact that, un- 
like tire Labor and Likud 
parties, which can be bought 
off in exchange for ultra-or- 
thodox votes, the high court is 
totally independenL 

In other- words, the ultra- 
orthodox have learned to ac- 
cept that part of Israeli de- 
mocracy that is about political 
horse-trading in Parliament. 
The other half — that there is a 
rule of secular law above any 
religious laws — they have 
not accepted. The ultra-ortho- 
dox see the Supreme Court as 
coercing them; the court sees 


the ultra-orthodox get to de- 
cide all things religious and 
the secular parties get to eat 
pork chops at home and de- 
cide the rest — is breaking 
down. And Israel’s politicians 
are not ready for this. 

■ Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netahyahu wants to run 
against Yasser Arafat. He can't 
run against Rabbi Yosef be- 
cause he needs every ultra-or- 
thodox vote to get re-elected. 
But if be appears indifferent to 
orthodox attempts to undercut 
,foe high court, it could hurt 
him with some of his secular 
nationalist followers. 

This issue'is an opportunity 
for foe Labor Party leader, 
Ehud Barak, but beseems deaf 
to it. His -approach is to- just 
attack the altra-orfoooox. 
What he should do is present 
himself as someone who can 
build a bridge between secular 
and religious Israelis. 

He' needs to be articulating 
a new, synagogue-state status 
quo. This would make clear 
that die state must be a place 
where all streams -of Judaism 
— ultra-orthodox, modem or- 
thodox, conservative and re- 
form — will feci at home, but 
where no one of them will be 
allowed to use the -state to co- 
erce or dominate the others. 

“What Barak should be of- 
fering is a new social contract 
that will redefine Israel as a 
Jewish democratic state, 
where all the different con- 
ceptions of what it means to be 
a Jew can debate each other,” 
said Mr. HalbertaL “If we 


itself as preventing foe ultra- . cannot produce such a' frame- 
orthodox from coercing, foe work, then we are heading to- 
rest of IsraeL ward a clash the end of which 

But what everyone agrees is no one knows.” 
that the old stains quo —that . The New York Times. ' 


nines . that have established 
themselves since Indonesia in- 
vaded the former Portuguese 
colony in 1975 and annexed it 
the following year. 

There is ample evidence that 
many East Timoresehave yet to 
be convinced that indepen- 
dence Is their best alternative. A 
small but committed minority 
of “inregrationists" are vehe- 
mently opposed to severing ties 
with Indonesia. Unless opposed 
views can be reconciled, civil 
war cannot be ruled onL- 

Tensions between the Chris- 
tian majority East Timorese and 
Muslim Javanese and Buginese 
have resulted in violence and 
killings in recent years. If anti- 
Mustira pogroms were to occur 
before independence! or after 
East Timor assumed statehood, 
public opinion in Indonesia 
would almost certainly force 
Jakarta to respond vigorously. 

A chronically weak state on 
its doorstep could provide pre- 
cisely the kind of opportunities 
for external power influence 
and intervention (hat Jakarta 
has long feared. Such concern 
largely precipitated its decision 
to invade East Timor in 1975. 

There is also the risk that 
East Timor, like many of (he 
micro island states of foe Pa- 
cific and the Caribbean, could 
become a haven drug traffick- 
ers and money laundering. 

Indonesia should start pre- 
paring a long-term policy of 
engagement with East Timor 
that protects Indonesia’s vital 
national interests but gives in- 
dependent East Timor sufficient 
geopolitical space to pursue its 
own affairs free of coercion or 
undue outside influence. 

First, Jakarta must allow foe 
East Timorese to decide their 


own future. To simply declare, 
that East Timor is no longer part 
of Indonesia by a vote in the 
Indonesian Parliament denies a' 
future East Timorese admin-- 
istration the political legitimacy 
which only an act of free choice 
can provide. 

■ Second, if East Timor 
chooses independence, Indone- 
sia, should accept a transition 
period of no less man three years 
and preferably five. This is foe 
minimum period that a new 
government in Dili would need 
to establish itself and begin what 
will be a long and difficult pro- ± 
cess of reconciling foe nascent f? 
country’s divergent political, 
ethnic and religious interests. 

Third, Indonesia needs to 
take concrete steps to treat foe 
distrust and hostility that have 
built up during 25 years of 
occupation. It has a unique un- 
derstanding of East Timor and 
is well placed ro contribute to 
its future economic and polit- 
ical growth. A bilateral name- 
work agreement addressing 
areas for future cooperation 
would be seen as a positive 
gesture by East Timor and a 
tangible sign that Indonesia is 
prepared to consider a mutually 
beneficial partnership for foe 
21st century. 

Finally, ’Indonesia could re- 
assert its regional leadership by tL: 
encouraging other. Southeast f* 
Asian states to invest in East 
Timor and by sponsoring' East 
Timor’s membership in foe re- 
gion's key economic, political 
and security forums. 

The writer is director of the 
Asia-Security Program at the 
Australian National Universi- 
ty’s Strategic and Defense Stud- 
ies Center. He contributed tins 
comment to the International 
Herald Tribune. 
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IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1899: French Arrests 

PARIS — After the funeral of 
F61ix Fame, Parisians were 
treated to an unexpected sen- 
sation. M. Paul Dooutede was 
at foe bead of tire Ligue des 
Patriotes and Anusemitic com- 
mittees. General Roget arrived 
at foe bead of a brigade of in- 
fantry. Two thousand people 
continued to shout, “Vive la R6- 
pubiique!” MM. Paul Ddroul- 
ede and Marcel Habext began to 
harangue the soldiers, repeating. 
“Save ns from anarchy and foe 
Dreyfusards." At last the gen- 
eral answered: “If you do not go 
out, you will be my prisoners. " 
“Very .well,” they replied 
“We are your prisoners.” 

1924: Islamic Holiday 

CONSTANTINOPLE— Seven 
hundred American tourists 
found themselves unab le to 
.make purchases of souvenirs. 
All places of barter and fcgfc 


were closed under the new law , 
making Friday closing compuls- - fjj-i 
Qiy. But if foe tourists were dis- • 
appointed, they were not half so 
disappointed as the merchants. 

The loss of the tourist trade was 
a serious matter with them. The 
Angora Government was re- 
quested to permit foe bazaar to 
remain open — but Angora is 
very far way and the merchants 
were compelled to mark time. 

1949: Sofia Rebuff 

WASHINGTON— The United 
States protested against Bul- 
garia’s arrest of fifteen Prot- 
estant churchmen as a “blatant 
terronstic effort” to intimidate 
religious denominations. A 
note of protest delivered to the, j, 
Bulgarian Communist govern- dy 
■ men: was rejected The church- ■ 
men are scheduled to go on trial 
on Friday [Feb. 25]. They arc 
charged with spying for Great 
Britain and the United States, 
and with black marketing. 
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The Moral Regulators Will Not Drop Out , 
And That Means Trouble for Republicans 


By Alan Wolfe 


— t 


B ROOKLINE, Massachusetts — Many Republicans 
are now bravely insisting that they will not backpedal 
. from their conservative views, no matter how far out of 
’ the mainstream they may be. 

In announcing his presidential ambitions last Thursday , 

• Senator Bob Smith of New Hampshire, for example, 
; predicted that he would emerge from die pack because his 
: views were more conservative than those of all his rivals. 

An even more militant reaffirmation came from Paul 
; Weyrich, founder of the Free Congress Foundation. In 
v a widely cited letter posted on his organization's Web 
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The ‘new class 9 theory failed when it 
finally was put to a test by President 
Clinton’s misconduct. 


■ page last week, Mr. Weyrich said, “If there really were a 
moral majority out there. Bill Clinton would have been 
driven from office months ago.” 

Instead, Mr. Weyrich contended, American culture had 
become * ‘an ever-widening sewer. ’ ’ 

In an astonishing replay of the 1960s, Mr. Weyrich 
urged jus followers to “turn off, tune out and drop out of 
American culture.” Concluding that “politics has 
failed,” he raised speculation that he was urging con- 
servative Chris tians to abandon their activist political 
role. But the next day he told CNN, “We're not sur- 
rendering — we’re opening a different front.” 

In fact, if Christian conservatives choose to abandon 


* 


politics, the Republicans would have a better chance of 
i aligning themselves with the majority of Americans , But 


that is not likely to happen. Still strongly ensconced in 
states like Iowa, where they have shown their willingness 
to drive through snowstorms to attend caucuses and 
primaries. Christian conservatives will continue to ad- 
minister litmus tests to Republican presidential hopefuls. 


This pattern began in the 1970s, when moral regulators 
like Mr. .Weyrich and the Reverend JenyFalwell helped 
shift the Republican Party to the right But we forget that 
they were successful because they were able to find 
common ground with economic libertarians, who tra- 
ditionally dominated the party. 

The alliance was an unusual one. While both call 
themselves conservative, it would be difficult to find two 
groups more opposed in their views of human nature. 
Economic libertarians believe that people will generally 
act in their own and therefore society’s best interest, and 
so can be left alone to make the right decisions. Moral 
regulators believe that people are tempted by sin and need 
a strong hand to keep them in line. 

The alliance was kept intact because’ both groups 
attributed the country’s most pressing problems to 
a * ’new class” of elite liberals — academics, Hollywood 
producers, govemment bureaucrats, journalists, therap- 
ists and others. 

The cultural views of this elite were not only anti- 
business. Republicans contended, but also morally re- 
lativistic. Mae important, this new class was supposedly 
at odds with ordinary Americans, who were said to be 
pro-capitalist, religious and committed to traditional, pro- 
family values. 

Conservatives agreed that people were basically good 
and did not need govemment to make them better. Moral 
regulators joined economic libertarians to argue that 
government — that is, the big-spending plans of liberal 
elites — should be lifted off people’s backs. If only 
conservatives could break through the stranglehold of the 
cultural elites, they could claim a majority. 

The argument was validated, or seemed to be, by the 
ascendancy of Rem aid Reagan, who said Americans were 
fed up with overweening government, as well as by 
Democratic politicians like George McGovern and Mi- 
chael Diikalos, who piously accused Americans of be- 
ing too selfish — a backhanded way of saying that 
people who had qualms about welfare or wanted crim- 
inals arrested were somehow immoral. If liberalism 
was behind a campaign to reform human nature, Amer- 
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icans were prepared to try . conservatism instead. 

Meanwhile the theory of the “new class” was never 
tested empirically — until this past year, when Mr. 
Clinton's sexual misconduct forced the issue. Here was 
a chance for the country to make a stand against moral 
“relativism.” But the opposite happened. As die pres- 
ident's popularity held steady and even grew, conser- 
vative moralists decided that the problem was not Bill 


Clinton but the large majority of Americans who wanted 
tin in office. The new class theory failed. 


him to remain : 

All of a sudden, conservative Republicans began to 
sound just like President Jimmy Carter when he chastised 
Americans for being gas-guzzling narcissists. The same 
conservatives who ridiculed self-appointed experts for 
telling Americans how to live insist now that they know 
better than ordinary people what is right and proper. 

Republicans must decide what kind of party they want 
to have. If they continue to insist that Americans are too 
sinful to be ousted with liberty, they may end up like the 
Democrats of the 1970s and '80s, headed for a long winter 
in the political wilderness: 


The writer, a professor of sociology at Boston University, 
is author most recently of “ One Nation, After All." He 
contributed this comment to The New York Times. 


With All This Perfect Sex, 
It’s Natural to Complain 


By Daniel S. Greenberg 


B 


ALTIMORE — The casualty 


report on sexual dysfunction 
ntly’ a 


recently published in a leading 
medical journal is a product of 
research run amok in America’s 
medicalized, supersexualized so- 
ciety. With its widely echoed 
findings of a sexually limping so- 
ciety, it deserves closer scrutiny 
than the hip news accounts it gen- 
erated about “bedroom blues” 
and the Viagra generation. 

As a piece of research, the sex 
report looks pretty flimsy. 
Moreover, its credibility was not 
enhanced by the belated disclo- 


MEANWHILE 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The Kurdish Question 


■*K 




ir Nmls I laniuiii profecied by Turkish law 


Regarding “It’s Time for Au- 
tonomy for the Kurds" ( Opinion . 
Feb. 20) by Stephen S. Rosertfeld: 
All Turkish Kurds are citizens 
of Turkey with full voting rights. 
Kurds are members of Parliament 
and ministers of state. The Kurd- 
ish Workers Party is a terrorist 
arxist organization, and the 
urks defend their bonders and 
ople. Kurds can speak their own 
and are 


isr 

i 


fie facto state in northern Iraq, but 
are too busy fighting with each 
other to make it work. The Turks 
are right to not give up their home- 
land. Perhaps if the Western world 
showed more supportfor its friend 
and partner Tuikey, the world 
would be a more peaceful place. 

JOHN McGOUGH. 

Budapest. 


to satisfy the Kurds* just demands 
after the dissolution of the Ot- 
toman Empire. The Kurds have 
been seriously shortchanged for 
almost 80 years. Isn't it high time 
for their pUght to be addressed by 
some international body? * 

ROBERT FILLING. 

Porto, Ponugaf- 




Abdullah Ocalan and his ter- 
rorists have killed thousands of 
people, bombed tourist resorts and 
caused no end of trouble in the 
world. The Kurds have their own 




The Kurds have been a rec- 
ognized nationality for more than 
3,000 years and have fought 
against the hegemony of neigb- 
.bors from the Babylonians to die 
Turks. Although their claims to 
statehood were as valid as those of 
the* Iraqis, Syrians. Lebanese and 
others, the great powers neglected 


Arms and Their Uses 


Regarding **. Look What a Frac- 
tion of This Arms Money Could 
Do" ( Opinion . Feb. 17) by Oscar 
Arias: 

The writer mixes two different 
subjects, die stale of the U.S. mil- 
itary and die global trade in arms. 
As for the first, as we look back on 


this sorry century one fact stands 
out The chances for some sort of 
world peace have risen in propor- 
tion to America’s military strength 
and its will to use it in good causes. 
As for the global amis trade, hor- 
ribly wasteful as it is, Mr. Arias’s 
“On. wouldn’t ii be nice if we were 
all nice” naivete misses the point 
that the nature of man is the prob- 
lem, not the sophistication of his 
weapons. The Hutu in Rwanda did 
with just axes and clubs. 

HERMAN ARCHER. 

Pleasanton, California. 


Spending the Surplus 


Regarding “A Modest Propos- 
al: Let’s Eradicate Child Poverty" 


( Opinion. Feb. 17) by E.J. Dionne 
Jr., and the report "Republicans 
Trumpet Tax Cuss ” (Feb. 18) : 

It will surprise few that the Re- 
publicans now seek to buy back 
the respect of the American elec- 
torate with a tax cut that would 
(also no surprise) make rich Re- 
publicans richer and otherwise do 
nothing of significance for any- 
one. 

If the budget surplus were ap- 
plied to bootstrapping poverty- 
level Americans in the manner of 
the postwar GI Bill, it could give 
new hope to millions while adding 
to the vibrancy of an already pros- 
perous land. 

JOE WILLIAMS. 

Diissekiorf. 


sure that the two authors had pre- 
viously served as paid consultants 
to Pfizer, the manufacturer of per- 
formance-enhancing Viagra. 

The findings were derived from 
a nationwide survey of 1 ,410 men 
and l,749womenaged 18ro59 — 
relatively few people, of differing 
marital, cultural, educational and 
economic backgrounds, spread 
over a span of age groups in which 
sexual attitudes generally vary. 
Excluded were persons sexually 
inactive in the prior year and in- 
habitants of “barracks, college 
dormitories and prisons, as well as 
those who did not know English 
well enough to be interviewed.” 

Employing in-person inter- 
views that averaged 90 minutes, 
the survey attained a completion 
rate coyly described as “greater 
than 79 percent.” From these tiny 
numbers, cosmic conclusions were 
extracted about America and sex. 

As is customary in the business 
of conducting and interpreting sur- 
veys, the authors, from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago and the Uni- 
versity of Medicine and Dentistry 
of New Jersey, claim they em- 
ployed unassailab le scientific rig- 
or. “Sampling, data collection, 
and response analysis were all con- 
ducted under highly controlled 
conditions,” they report in the 
Journal of die American Medical 
Association of Feb. 1 0. 

With a certitude reminiscent of 
the serial bumblers of election 
polling, the impresarios of the 
search into humanity's most in- 
timate and private experiences as- 
sert that “sexual problems are 
widespread” and warrant “recog- 
nition as a significant public health 
concern.” TTie report includes the 
requisite call for further research 


and also says that “service de- 
livery efforts should be augmented 
to target high-risk populations." 

Surveys of sex are at best no- 
toriously unreliable, as illustrated 
by the arithmetical conundrum of 
men claiming, without prostitutes 
in the count, far more heterosexu- 
al experience than women. This 
one advances into new realms of 
uncertainty by raising issues that 
have been thoroughly contamin- 
ated by the sexual obsessiveness 
that pervades America. 

A brief wait in a supermarket 
checkout line suggests that the 
word “orgasm” is mandatory on 
the covers of magazines intended 
for women. By some accounts, the 
porno film industry exceeds the 
big-name studios in audience and 


revenues, although the productions 
'O branches of nlmmakinc 


of the two branches of himmakmg 
are increasingly indistinguishable. 
The models and performers in this 
round-the-clock obsession with 
sex are slender-to-anorexic human 
rimens whose emotions range 
delight to ecstasy. 

Given this pervasive, idealized 
sexuality, a pollster does not have 
io venture far to encounter normal 
humans who are gripped by “anxi- 
ety about sexual performance' ' and 
“arousal difficulties." Who can 
match the Olympians of TV’s flesh 
dramas or the tireless copulations 
a few clicks and a credit card away 
on the Internet? 

As for the respondents w'ho were 
found to be “lacking a desire for 
sex” or who failed to enjoy sex. the 
real problem might be the’ordinary 
mates available to them, compared 
with the sexually sublime dream- 
boats and their lovemaking on tele- 
vision and in the movies. 

For any problem that they can 
conceivably claim as their own, 
medicine and science somberly 
declare a need for more research 
and recruitment of more patients. 

Both approaches are entrenched 
in America’s medicalized society, 
where there is plenty of money for 
research and deep faith that science 
will eventually produce fixes for all 
ills. But when a culture is steeped 
in loony visions of sex, sexual dys- 
function is bound to flourish. 


The writer is a science jour- 
nalist and visiting scholar in the 
history of science, medicine and 


technology at Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity ■ He contributed this com- 


ment to The Washington Post. 
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The Financial 
Sector 


SUSTAINABLE PROFITS THROUGH 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 


London, September 14-15, 1999 


T his conference will provide a 
forum for senior executives from 
industry and the financial community 
to discuss how taking a leadership 
role in sustainable development can 
result in long-term corporate growth, 
competitive advantage and a betterwoiid. 


For further information 
please contact: 


Brenda Erdmann Hagerty 
International, HetaMTHbiine 

40 Marsh Wall, London £14 9TP 


YUL (44 1 71) 510 57 07 
Fa* (44 171)987 34 63 

i 

E-mail: bhagerty@iht.com 
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Crosscultural Tunes 
For an Iraqi Oboist 

Music Reflects His Venture Into the West 


By Mike Zwerin 

tnn-nuiianul Herald Tribune 

P ARIS — Fawzy al Aiedy grew 
up in a solid brick house in the 
Iraqi port of Basra, the sod of a 
railroad worker and a sorceress. 
“Poof!'* Fawzy exclaimed, mischief 
in his eyes. “My mother could restore 
virginity to troubled young women by 
treating them with chicken intestines. 
This is true. I never say anything that is 
not true. It was miraculous.'* 

Basra being a busy port, Fawzy was 
intrigued by oil the foreigners he saw as 
a child, and by the many sorts of music 
he heard. He was introduced to the mak- 
ing of music at age 14 when one of his 
teachers played rhe violin while visiting 
his parents. 

The man's face was burned, he had 
had an accident, it was not pretry. Sud- 
denly, however, it turned beautiful right 
in front of Fawzy's eyes. The music 
made it beautiful. Fawzy said to himself, 
*‘I want to make music, too." 

He decided to become a singer. You 
do not have to learn an instrument to be a 
singer. There was a private club in Basra 
where musicians gave concerts. Only 
rich people could afford to belong. 
When he went to look it over one day, he 
was denied admission until he told the 
man at the door that the club's president 
had invited him. 

Later, the president looked him up to 
ask what was going on. "I lied,’’ Fawzy 
admitted. "But I really want to be a 
musician. Please give me a chance." 
The president offered Fawzy a Coca- 
Cola. 

The first time he sang with an or- 
chestra, Fawzy felt swept away as 
though by a tidal wave. “My boy," he 
was told, “you must study and practice 
and then come back." When he asked 
his parents to help him to study music, 
they refused. 

So he went to Baghdad on his own and 
registered to study traditional oriental 
music at the conservatory. He was not 
allowed to study the lute because, he was 
told, his fingers were too short For some 
reason he never quite understood, he was 
given an oboe instead. Fawzy became, as 
fie pm it, a “brilliant student” of the 
oboe. Four happy years later, thanks to 
his Czech woodwind teacher, he was 
offered a scholarship in Warsaw. 

Just then, in 1968, there was a coup 
d’dtat. The Ba'ath Party came to power. 
A law was passed forbidding Iraqi cit- 


izens to leave the country. Fawzy tells 
the story in a breezy, light-hearted fash- 
ion: 

"I was the oboist in the Radio Bagh- 
dad orchestra. When the new ruler, Sad- 
dam Hussein, came for a broadcast, I 
summoned up all my courage and took 
my life in my hands. I pushed through 
die people who were surrounding him 
and said; 'Please. I am a musician, 1 play 
in the orchestra- here, and I have a schol- 
arship to go to Warsaw. But the new law 
does not allow me to leave. I beg you, 
make an exception for me. Let me go. I 
can serve our country and our culture 
through music.' 

“ 'No problem, my boy’,' Saddam 
said," according to Fawzy. “ ‘Give your 
papers to the director of Radio Baghdad 
and have him forward them to me. Do 
not worry. You will be able to go and 
study music in Europe. I will see ro the 
maner myself, personally.’ " 

Fawzy did as he was told. One week 
later he was informed of his induction 
into the Iraqi Army.' 

Trying to avoid military service rook 
three months and was to no avail. When 
he finally showed up, tie found that his 
papers had been stamped “deserter." 

' ‘The sky is foiling on my head," he told 
the commander of the base. “1 am a 
musician, not a deserter.” 

Once more, he found himself begging 
the authorities for help. This time he was 
luckier. The commander crossed out 
“deserter” and stamped and signed ev- 
erything so it was all in order. Fawzy 
spent his military service playing Han- 
del for the officers in between learning 
how to fire his rifle. 

Deeply moved by an Arabic trans- 
lation of the poetry of Arthur Rimbaud, 
he dreamed of France. After his array 
service, he finessed a passport, and in 
1971 he came to Paris. Here he dis- 
covered the real meaning of freedom and 
the music of Georges Brassens, John 
Coltrane and Leonard Cohen. 

He continued his oboe studies at the 
Conservatory of Boulogne Billancoun, 
which awarded him a prize upon gradu- 
ation. His first album was on the erudite 
label Chant du Monde, and he has since 
recorded many others. His most recent is 
“Chansons Pour Enfants" (Children's 
Songs). 

He sings, in Arabic, and plays the lute 
and the oboe. The oboe together with the 
oriental modes he uses can, he admitted, 
resemble a snake charmer. Combining 
them with occidental elements such as 



Fawzy has toured extensively in Europe, the Gulf and North Africa. 


swing rhythms and European instru- 
mentation, he has built a unique and 
viable career. - 

His enthusiastic and culturally varied 
fan base regularly Alls the small French 
halls in which he is booked. Sponsored 
by the Alliance Francaise, he has toured 
extensively in Europe, the Gulf and 
North Africa. 


W HEN Iraqi authorities in 
France pressed him to re- 
turn home to serve his 
country in its war with Iran, 
he said he had nothing against the Ira- 
nian people. After which he took French 
citizenship. Both of his parents were 
killed in an Iranian bombardment of 
Basra. 

While the Gulf War was still on the 
front pages, an American promoter in 
Hong Kong invited Fawzy to perform as 
part of a festival of Asian arts. Flying 
over Iraq on the way from Rome fo Hong 


Thai Theater 
Gets Center Stage 




By Thomas Crampton 

tnierrurional Herald Tribune 


B ANGKOK — Devastated by 
imported fi ? m and- Television, 
Thai contemporary performing 
arts will receive renewed vigor 
next month with Bangkok's first Fringe 
Festival. 

Intended to encourage local produc- 
tions and original scriptwriting, the fes- 
tival will focus on bow Thailand can 
main ram a distinct artistic identity 
against an onslaug ht of Western drama, 
dance and music. 

“Children now learn pop songs in 
kindergarten anH the only drama they see 
is on bad-quality television shows. This 
is leading to 1 a very real Thai identity 
crisis," said Pairavadi Mejudhon, 
whose theater is hosting the festival. 


“By encouraging contemporary theater 
we nope people can dig back into their 
own roots ana then keep alive Thai-ness 


Kong, he looked down. What was life 
there like now, he wondered. Would he 
ever see his homeland again? 

Fawzy was sure that the American 
promoter had programmed his Amer- 
ican-Iraqi musical mix at least in part to 
protest against the war. It was, in bis 
opinion, a political act, and he was 
pleased to be pan of it. He filled a large 
theater three nights in a row. Since he 
performed his crosscultural music there, 
he was told, Chinese groups in Hong 
Kong have been imitating him. 

He lives in' the countryside — “real 
country," he emphasized — between 
the eastern end of Paris and Disney- 
land. 

When he invites people to his home he 
offers them “everything so that they will 
feel completely comfortable and well,” 
he said. “Just like when I am on stage I 
offer them all that 1 have. I lead them 
through a little door into my secret 
garden.” 


in p erfo r manc es dealing with modem 
■issues.” 

At present there is very little original 
contemporary theater in Thailand. 

Patravadi’s theater produces plays 
based exclusively on poenry from Tiki 
literature, while the handful of other 
theaters in- Bangkok concentrate heavily 
on works translated from foreign lan- 
guages. 

The rest- of the Thai theater scene 
consists primarily of itinerant troupes 
performing traditional musical folk tales 
at rural fairs and highly stylized pro- 
ductions of classical Thai drama at the 
National Theater. 

Although there are no established 
theater festivals, the fringe moniker was 
applied in order to emphasize the event's 
concentration on creative ron temporary 
drama, rather than the standard faze, of 
traditional or imported works. 

“There is such little experience in 
theater that we are starting right now 
from a very low base,” Pairavadi said. 
“Only in the last two years or so has any 
original contemporary drama been pro- 
duced again.” 

The golden era of contemporary Thai 
theater came out of aristocratic patron- 
age of Western classics that began early 
this century during the reign of the Euro- 
pean-educated King Rama VL 

Having started with Shakespeare and. 
Mbliere in translation, by the 1920s the 
likes of Prince Phanupan Yukol and 
others were writing original works that 
combined Thai-style movements and 
music with performances in Western- 
style theaters. But the prince and the 
thrust of Thai performing arts were soon 
swept np by cinema. 

The theaters soon disappeared, and fry 


the 1970s popular actors performed in up 
to a dozen movies per month as nabonri 
production peaked at more than 100 
Sms a year. But fee local film industry 
was in turn undermined by a combi- 
nation of television and movie imports 

from Hcrag Kong and HoUywood. 

On Sunday, the Golden Doll film 
awards in Bangkok were selected from 
just a nominees, a small fraction of the 
number up for competition a decade 

^"It is still too early to call this.fc 
blooming of theater,” Pairavadi saigf 
“but for the first time in 50 years we aft 
now seeing people start to drop the 
Brecht and begin to produce their own 
scripts on Thai subjects.” 

The Fringe Festival will include more 
than 30 original productions performed 
at her outdoor theater, which sits directly 
across the river from Bangkok’s Grand 

Pa Each of the seven weekends will focus 
three full days of lectures, exhibitions 
and performances on themes regarding 
Thai theater's links with modern audi- 


T HE opening weekend, dedic- 
ated to the future development 
of Thai drama, begins with “48 
Hours of Literature," a comedy 
based on a book by Win Leowarin about 
a novelist forced to write soap operas far., 
television. - W 

The second weekend, which exam-’ 
ines Western influence on the Eastern 
stage, features “Retrospective Voice," 
an original play based on an old Asian 
legend about a woman who emerges 
1 from the sea with an ability to see into the 
distant past. The performance features 
Western-style dance. 

Focused on the theater's role in Thai 
society, the fourth week includes an im- 
provisation based around a news clip- 
ping from a recent paper. 

“Even if it takes a few years to con- 
vince audiences to come through the . 

' traffic j ams /' Pairavadi said, “theater 
can act as a school to improve television 
by helping performers and directors find 
their Thai identity. With no original 
drama from our own period, how can we 
possibly understand ourselves?" 

The Bangkok Fringe Festival runs 
each Friday through Sunday from. 
March 12 through April 25. Tickets, vm 
150 baht (about $4). include admission- 
to exhibitions, seminars and main stage 
performances. Ail plays and lectures are 
in Thai, but there are numerous dance 
and music performances. ' 

For more information, contact Khun 
Mo at Patravadi Theater at ( 662 ) 412- 
7287 or 412-7288. 
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SOUTH OF THE 
BORDER, WEST OF 
THE SUN 

ByHaruki Murakami. 
Translated from Japanese by 
Philip Gabriel. 213 pages. 

S22. Knopf. 

Reviewed by 
Elizabeth Ward 

H ARUKl MURAKAMI'S 
fans, fresh from the 
600-page labyrinth of whimsy 
and nightmare rhai was “The 
Wind-Up Bird Chronicle.” 
are in for a surprise with this 
slight romantic effusion. 
About the only continuity be- 
tween the two books — or 
indeed between this and any of 
Murakami's earlier, quirkier 
novels — is their signature 
fascination with all things 
Western. 

* ‘South of the Border, 
West of ihc Sun” is a line 
from Nat King Cole, and the 
rest of the novel unfurls as 
expected into the familiar 
Murakami vision of a great 
Japanese metropolis collec- 
tively humming along to 
Duke Ellington while tooling 
down the expressway in its 
BMW. The obsession with 
brand-name cachet is indeed 
a central facet of modem Jap- 
anese life, intensified if any- 
thing by the phantom reces- 
sion. and nobody captures its 
oddly serious mindlessness 
better than Murakami. That 
flavor is a big part of what one 
reads him for. But it is ob- 
viously not all. Equally ad- 
dictive arc the glimpses he 
offers of the darkness behind 
the neon-lit facade, the 
strange anxieties that trouble 
the heart of a rich, conformist 
society. 

The problem with “South 
of the Border, West of the 
Sun” is that these depths and 
shadows — the elements that 


render Murakami’s elaborate 
fantasies three-dimensional 
— are missing here except in 
the most parodic form. This 
time, surface is ail, and it's- 
not nearly enough. Obses- 
sion, nostalgia, passion, pos- 
session: All the dark forces of 
the mind are here, right 
enough, but they have about 
as much substance as the 
cheap perfumes suggested by 
that tawdry row of nouns. 

What happened? Love is 
what. Murakami has attempt- 
ed to capture illegitimate pas- 
sion "s elusive madness, but 
like so many before him, from 
heavy-brearhing teenage di- 
arists to the authors of the 
Starr report (his prose is vari- 
ously reminiscent of both), he 
falls short. In the face of the 
biggest mystery of all, lan- 
guage fails him. 

The story line is straight as 
a shot from Cupid’s bow. 
Hajime, the narrator — the 
usual likable, decent, con- 
science-stricken Murakami 
hero — begins by recalling 
his childhood friendship with 
a girl he sensed, even then, 
was "special.” An only child 
like himself, Shimamoto was 
“precocious,” with "a 
lovely smile.' ’ although she 
had a lame leg (why?). 
“Something about her ex- 

E ression pulled people in.” 
ut the two lonely children 
were still "fragmentary’ be- 
ings, ’’ and life's twists and 
turns inevitably separated 
them. “Even after we 
stopped seeing each other, 
though. I thought of her with 
great fondness.” 

There are no prizes for 
guessing that, after years 
apart (during which Hajime 
selfishly betrays a teenage 
girlfriend’s trust, desultorily 
attends college, stews for a 
few years in a boring job, 
marries a nice girl and be- 
comes a successful bar owner 


Do You Live in 
the U.S.A.? 

Early morning hand delivery’ available 
in key cities. 

Special low cost 2-month trial 
subscription for just $43. 

For more information call 

1 - 800 - 882-2884 

llcrajb^gnbunc 

THE TtOBt.irS UAID' NTWSK«>t H 



in a ritzy part of Tokyo), Shi- 
mamoto reappears. No sur- 
prises, either, in the revela- 
tion that she is now suitably 
“gorgeous." (The choice of 
this particularly vapid word 
may represent the translator’s 
failure of imagination, but its 
irritating repetition can only 
be the author’s.) She has even 
had her bad leg fixed, remov- 
ing her single “flaw.” Out of 
all the bars in Tokyo, she has 
to walk into Hajime V one 
rainy night, shattering at a 
stroke his comfortable but of 
course '“hollow and mean- 
ingless” life as a husband, 
father and successful busi- 
nessman. Dormant memories 
spring to life. Obsession en- 
sues. 

Since this is Murakami, 
naturally the obsession has to 
be complicated by a little 
mystery. What secret trauma 
keeps the impeccably 
groomed and gorgeous Shi- 
mamoto from committing 
herself to the obviously re- 
ceptive Hajime? Why does 
she keep disappearing, and 
why won’t she explain where 
she’s been or what has 
happened to her? The mys- 
tery of Shimamoto 's silence 
deepens and deepens until the 
whole thing climaxes, so to 


speak, in a tripie whammy of 
sexual, murderous and sui- 
cidal passion. Unfortunately, 
considering the depths of 
Lewinsky -esque triteness to 
which Murakami’s prose here 
descends (“It’s lovely, 
Hajime ... I want to enjoy 
looking at your body first, 
touching and licking it as 
much as I.want to”), only the 
lust is consummated. One 
might almost have preferred 
the murder. 

Easily the most admirable 
character in the novel is 
Hajime’s long-suffering but 
quietly shrewd wife, Yukiko. 
Wien Yukiko finally comes 
up trumps in the end, one finds 
oneself wondering why her 
husband ever preferred Shi- 
mamoto’s sugary creepiness 
to her own tarr intelligence. 
That’s how it often Is in life, 
admittedly, with the bystand- 
ers to a collapsing marriage 
looking on the errant spouse's 
new beloved with amazed 
contempt. But for a novel thai 
clearly sets out to illuminate a 
world-shattering passion 
from the inside, that is hardly 
a helpful point of view. 

Elizabeth Ward, an editor 
at the Japan Times, wrote this 
for The Washington Post. 
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Sonny and Cher: The Beat Stops Here ! fafe at E* 


BEST SELLERS 


Th* New Yurt Times 
This list is based cm re pons from more 
(ban 2.000 booLstom throughout the 
United Stnti. '*eeVi tm the la) are not 
necesunk emuetuthe 

FICTION 

MT. nIM 

1 THE TESTAMENT by 

John GnUnm I 

2 SOUTHERN CROSS, by 

Patricia Cornwell I 4 

3 RANSOM. b> 111] nr 

Garwood i 

4A M AN IN FULL. tK Tom 
Wolfe 4 14 

5 IN DANGER S PATH, h) 

W.E.B Gallic 2 4 

6 THE POISON WOOD 

BIBLE, by Barbara 
KmsMita S 8 

7 HARRY POTTER AND 

THE SORCERERS 
STONE. bv I. K. Rowlme 7 17 

8 BILLY STRAIGHT. bj 

Jtnofiun Kell Oman 3 6 

9 THE CAT WHO SAW 
Stars, by Lilian 

Jackson 9 4 

10 SEIZE THE NIGHT. b> 

Dean Kcunc 3 6 

11 AMSTERDAM, b} tan 

McEnan 9 5 

12 ANGELS FLIGHT, by 

Michael Gmncllv 10 6 

IS A CLASH OF KINGS, by 
George R. R. Martin I 

M THE SIMPLE TRUTH, by 
Dmd BaJdjcd 1 1 12 

15 SEND NO FLOWERS, by 

Sandre Brawn l 

NONFICTION 

1 THE GREATEST 

GENERATION, by Tom 
Brofcn I HJ 

2 TUESDAYS WITH 

MORRIE by Mitch 
AJhom 2 70 


3 BUND MAN S BLUFF, 
by Sherry Strong and 
Chruiapher Drat with 
Annette Lm-wscc Drew 3 

4 BEAUTY FADES. 
DUMB IS FOREVER. by- 
Judy Sheuitflin 

. STHE CENTURY, by Few 

Jennings and Todd 
Brewster 4 

t THE ART OF 
HAPPINESS, by die Dalai 
Lama and Howard C. 
Cutlet 6 

7 PLAYING FOR KEEPS. 

bv David Halberslam 5 

8 CONVERSATIONS 

WITH GOD: Book I. by 
Neale Donald Wakcfc 8 

9 THE PROFESSOR AND 

THE MADMAN. . by 
Simon Winchester 7 

10 THE ENDURANCE, by 

Caroline Alexander 9 

1 1 CONVERSATIONS 

WITH GOD: Book 3. by 
Neale Donald Wabdi 10 

12 TRAVELING MERCIES. 

by Anise Lamotl 17 

»? A WALK IN THE 
WOODS. bvBiUBrvson 12 

H WHY NOT ME?, by A) 
Frankcn II 

IS THE DEATH OF 
OimiACE. by William l. 
Barmen 13 

ADVICE. HOW-TO 
AND MISCELLANEOUS 

1 HOW TO GET WHAT 

YOU WANT AND 
WANT WHAT YOU 
HAVE, by John Gray 2 

2 LIFE STRATEGIES, by 

Phillip C. McGraw I 

3 SUGAR BUSTERS!, bv 
H. Leighton Steward et iL 3 

4 ONE DAY MY SOUL 
JUST OPENED UP. by 
tyanla Vanzam 


By Caryn James 

iVctr YuHc Times Service 

N EW YORK — In the cult of 
tiie dead celebrity, everyone 
who dies comes back as a 
vanilla wafer. That’s what 
happens to Sonny Bono in “And the 
Beat Goes On: The Sonny and Cher 
Story,” a foolishly reverential ABC 
television drama about two people who, 
in their pop-star moment, wore furry 
vests and orange bell-bottoms. Nothing 
about that joined-at-the-hip team was 
nearly as fascinating as its afterlife. 

In their separate reinventions, she 
became a superstar, the line that goes 
from Cher ro Roseanne to Madonna 
revels in the kaleidoscopic self. Stranger 
stilL he became a congressman; the line 
that goes from Ronald Reagan to Sonny 
Bono to Jesse fthe Body) Ventura 
breaks down the evanescent border be- 
tween celebrity and politics. 

Their solo lives are outside the scope 
of this bland Film, though, which fo- 


cuses on their rise to stardom yet sug- 
gests none of the savvy or cynicism that 
is a basic element of pop celebrity and 
image making. It turns the Sonny and 
Cher stray into a Mickey Rooney- Judy 
Garland movie, but such on-screen in- 
nocence is a tougher sell today. 

One day Sonny and Cher are shaking 
their bangs and sin g in g “I Got You 
Babe” on the pseudo-hip television 
show “Shindig." The next they’re 
starring in Las Vegas and in their own 
CBS comedy- variety show, with a new 
shtick: Cher constantly insults Sonny. 
Then, big surprise, they divorce. 

The film foils to take advantage of its 
priceless opportunities for camp-clas- 
sic status, despite glimmers of unin- 
tended wit at the start It begins with a 
re-enactment of Sonny and Cher’s late- 
’80s reunion on David Letterman’s 
show. The story then unfolds in flash- 
back. 

As Sonny, Jay Underwood tries to 
capture the nasal whine. (The credit 
“prosthetic makeup" means Sonny’s 


nose.) But he comes across as a 
scrappy, no-talent guy. Some people 
have mat impression of his career, but 
surely it’s a fluke here. 

It takes one word of dialogue to see 
that Renee Fain has captured Chqr with 
drop-dead accuracy. “Hi,” she says 
when she meets'Sonny, her voice drip- 
ping with dismissive wit This shrewd 
imitation is wasted in what should have 
been called “Sonny’s Story.” 

Together or apart. Sonny and Cher 
were never musical geniuses. Still, the 
buoyant music (a mix of authentic 
Sonny and Cher recordings and sound- 
alikes) adds what little energy tiie film 
has. 

In a coda, “And the Beat Goes On” 
ends with clips of the real Sonny Bono, 
shown with Newt Gingrich and, from 
an earlier phase, onstage in a sequin ed 
tuxedo. As some weird manifestation 
of the American dream, it’s hard to top 
that transformation. Sidestepping the 
truly intriguing questions, tnis movie 
turns the star’s life into goo. 
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Hands Across the Water at the RSC 


By Sheridan Morley 

Intrmniomil Herald Tribune 

L ONDON — Although I am ex- 
tremely concerned about the 
possibility that the Royal 
Shakespeare Company is in a 
serious midlife artistic and managerial 
breakdown. I can still credit the RSC 
with what I believe is its greatest 
achievement in contemporary theater 
sustained support over 10 plays and 20 
years of the American dramatist Richard 
Nelson. 

He. remains, even in his own country, 
without much other honor, veiy few Nel- 
son plays (unless you count 
“Two Shakespearean Actors” iiiBi 
and the revisions he did to the theater 
A merican book of the Tim Rice- mm 
A bba musical “Chess”) have pjgl 
ever had a Broadway life, and 
over here we seem happier with 
the more immediately identifi- 
able work of a David Marhet or Sam 
Shepard. Like his greai contemporaries 
Terrence McNally and A.R. Gurney, Nel- 
son often gets becalmed in mid-Atlantic; 
unlike them, he writes almost exclusively 
about Anglo-American attitudes and his 
latest work, “Goodnight Children 




Not a lot happens in ‘‘Goodnight 
Children Everywhere,*' a title taken 
from a classic BBC wartime tune. The 
boy, hauntingiy and hesitatingly played 
by a hugely impressive newcomer, Si- 
mon Scardifield, returns home to dis- 
cover that his three sisters have been 
changed by the war as much if not more 
than he has; one (Sarah Markland) has 
become a nurse, another (Catfaryn Brad- 
shaw) has married an unfaithrol doctor 
old enough to be her father, and the third 
(Robin Weaver) has become an actress 
desperate to trade her sexual favors for 
any kind of a stage role. 

Nelson's belief here is that surviving 

the peace could be as difficult as 

flgUi surviving the war; his onstage 
T E R . characters may not have been 
bomb-damaged, but they are 
'll 0 1 psychologically and sexually 
disturbed to such an extent that 
^ incest, infidelity and discreet 
prostitution have all taken over 
a household that, pre-1939, was a bas- 
tion of moral virtues. 

Ian Brown’s production (on a set by 
Tim Hatley) wonderfully captures whai 
Moss Hart once called the dark brown 
taste of genteel poverty. These people 
are not starving in a gutter, they mostly 


Everywhere” (imo the Barbican Pit have jobs, but there is still a tin bath in 
from Stratford), starts in classic Nelson the living room and they have to pool 


style with an English teenager returning meirranon coupons to make a welcome- 
home to South London In the spring of home cake for the prodigal son. 
1945 after a five-year wartime evacuation Priestley and Noel Coward, in their 
to Canada. Thirties plays about suburban house- 

Nelson seems to be revisiting JJB. holds in revolt, are tiie ghosts who haunt 
Priestley's "Laburnum Grove” through Nelson's Qapham flat, but his central 
the eyes of a postwar Chekhov, and if interest is in lost souls who were de- 
thar ambitions plan doesn't entirely sue- stroyed because the crucial years of their 
ceed. Nelson’s semi-failures are as al- crossover from childhood to maturity 
ways for more intriguing than the hits of were denied them because of the war. A 
many of his rivals. play about incest s till retains a curiously 


their ration coupons to make a welcome- 
home cake tor the prodigal son. 


shocking power, but “Goodnight Chil- 
dren Everywhere” is about rquch more 
than tha t. 

I have long believed Nelson to be 
among the greatest dramatists of his 
generation. He does not always make if 
easy on an audience, but he is always 
ready to explore yet one more wave, one 
more tempest sometimes, on the trans- 
Atlantic crossing. There is a remarkable 
kind of poetry, here that is not to all 
tastes, but if you want a complete post- 
war history of what has gone wrong with 
the hands across the sea, you can start 
and end it with the Nelson touch. 

At a time when both the Hampstead 
Theatre and the Donmar Warehouse arej 
launching brief new-writers series, I? 
have to declare a shameful lack of in- 
teresL It is my belief that no major 
dramatist has ever emerged from any 
suc £ season and that all too often the 
umbrella concept merely shelters a few 
plays that would never make it in less 
well-protected surroundings. 

Sure enough, the play that kicks off 
tife Hampstead season (“Falling” by 
David Eldndge) is a weirdly soap-op- 
eratic little account of a man recovering 
from a mugging in a hospital ward, only 
to find that his relatives and well-wishers 
are still more damaged than he is. A 
senes of iwH-signaled plot twists just 
about sustain the play's minimal energy 
and interest, and the author may have a 
future writing episodes of a long-run- 
ning r^io or TV senes about suburban 
ngftJ l ul A a Q^ick look at, say, “Who^i 

JST'Fl would have teugS? 

SSLSff? 1 ^ ab ? ut how 10 construct 
bedside dramas and then keep them go- 

3, 1 “°® er ^ : ? very period. “Falling” 
badly needs a life- support machine a Sits 


i7:_- ; . 

;i- 

; ; 

n — . ■ 
Saic.; •• 

^ v. 

,.r 

sbv^r.y;; 

•5^1.-:.. . ,'i 

1 

In;-', .. ’ 
“•'finr ..... . 

r V' ; ' 

ttaj ... . 7 

v 

jtfeir.:.-...' 

' u yr>. 

- ■ 

Vf *:j- ... .. 


" iTfti eah 

when ' 
• ■ I- Uu 

with this 
-* Un*i*s 
T 1 '* Mlti, " 
' l " HUf v.'W» I 

- '-tore AlW, 
■’ Lursiwt |9r 

-'ifoUtattcii 


V 

• N- 

Ri , *”’4, 

’ ‘ 1 ■•"« . . ‘ 

” fa. 

W-Mt. 

“‘V. 


I? 


l£5/2> 





*.v 4 



w 


inter Stu.r,, 


. v / --/ft 

. « • /i|i 

w y 

" K {h ' 

m 

M : 


:5i<yQCERa 

Doing what others dare not. 


OSTSWSMUL 


**R 


BUSINESS/FINANCE 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 24, 1999 


Find out what we're doing 

www.kyocera.com 


PAGE II 


ifeYftU*U.< ; , 

Mi ; 

®F 

Ww lM *\$.l 

jftml 

taw tM^i^ 
feUA4|. flrf ft*. 
faMin at. 
SW* 1 

fer>< iMn vA wi-4 

fwp *«**» 

v*-r 

tii -i 

\ «W 

Sir ■. .. 

fllw 

RWM« Utatel*? 
llA- itWte *jw-- 
ffai iv>» t 
;>Mfc WVMf'i: 

I hni» 
ifVi*WAt 
fufafc-#* pi»A • 
W* i r \wri T?, ? . 

Ik^W- J'f ■V.fjf; 

ft* 4 i . . 


■•■'K 


ii . 


j. . ;- 
t ■'■■ 


<1 


“ c ‘- *v_ 


T 


tttff *»*• 
M*W*4+T 

sat;.*: U \k 
f i*.*- 

M- st**»»>* ai ;►«• 

a*i f*u**»iahi’r* 

{* * *- 
:.*.;/*■ »tv ► 

£ . H-SfuaiJU « 
A+ffLfri'J **:v . ■< 
v»Vi 

'Ti- 5 ^ S2. C 

Si -•* «*: fc** * •■■. 

f^ra j^-. 

\ I tui. 
**7**^ fiol.jfc.. 
!**r i #■ ;•- 

4. •*. ' 

m v r 


t'* r r a.' • 
t : #* !***• ‘h. 
0| «•■:. 

HMl «HM%t * r 

an-; 

** ** 'tB-aMrrr. 
|M;wWR a- 4M>3 ;Vb. 
| «r>« ’Vw eir fr 

«#M •*» 




Fed Stays Upbeat 
On U,S, Economy 


By Mitchell Martin 

Inimatumal Herald Jribme 


_ NEW YORK. — The TJ.S. economy is oa track for a 
ninth year of expansion, though with modestly higher 
inflation than in the past two years, Alan G reenspan, 
chairman of the Federal Reserve Boari, told the Senate 
Banking Committee on Tuesday, and he indicated that the 
central bank was inclined to nwitiw raise nor lower 
intercalates. • 

In the first of two days of Ins semiannual testimony to* 
Congress, Mr. Greenspan said “the fundamental an-, 
darp i nning s of the recent U.S. economic p e rform ance pr 
strong,” offering the Fed's prediction ftw the gross 
domestic prodnet would grow by between 2-5 percent and 
3 percent this year, with consumer prices riinngbctwccu^ 
percent and 7~S percent. : j 

The new growth estimate exceeds both the range of 2 
percent to 23 percent that the Fed predicted six months 
ago and the Clinton administration's forecast of ZO 



percent ^ Tn — - w 

quash any r emaining hopes that. the Fed! would red uce 
interest rates, as it did three times last year, according to 
Josh Stiles, U.S. bond analyst at Independent Economic 
Analysis (Holdings) Ltd. j 

One cautionary statement that coald concern investors, 
Mr. Stiles said, was that commodity prices, especially those 
for energy, were unlikely to combine die downward spiral 
that kept inflation in cheek iest year. 

“ These prices,” Mr. Grecnroan testified; “arenotKkety 
to fall further, and they could begin to' rise as some Asian 
economies revive and the effects of the net depredation of 
die dollar since imd-stunmer are felt more strongly.” Bat 
he also said that 41 ‘recent experience does seem to suggest 
that the economy Iras become kssinflaticn-prone than in 
the past, so ffant die chanc es of an inflationary breakout 
arguably are, at least for now, less than they would have 
beenuuiersiiirilarconditionsmearlicrcyd.es.' 

Despite his generally upbeat comments, Mr J 

did say that the economy appeared “stretched in a 
of dimensions, implying considerable upskfcand downside 
risks to die economic onttook.” Hie hank, there- 
fore, mast be ‘ ‘ready to move quickly in either direction,” 
he said, raising interest rates if necessary to head off 
inflation or reducing them to prevent a; recession. 

Mr. Stiles suggested that some of the cautionary com- 

Mifc in Mr fi f M nnwn’c fM^imnnn kiwi h«M innlivlw) 


w ith the ifaeat of inflation than th^Fwt riitwiman itt. 

Mr. Greenspan spent a fair amount of his testimony 
explaining why technological advances had increased the 
productivity of theU.S. economy. He said this in^iroved 
• anies could maintain their 


effichmcy' was one reason compao 
profits even though they could ; 
Technological impro vements 


_ __ not easily raise prices, 

rechnological imptjvenieiits ‘ ‘clearly explain a good 
part” of the low inflation experienced m recent years, he 
said hi response to a question after his testimony. 



U.S. and China Seek WTO Pact 


ByJBrikEckhoIm 

New York Times Service 


Lawrence Summers, the U.S. deputy Treasury secretary, meeting 
reporters Tuesday in Beijing after talks with Chinese officials. 


BEIJING — With newfound 
political drive, the United States and 
China have resumed intense nego- 
tiations over China’s entry the 

World Trade Organization, hoping 
against the odds to be able to an- 
nounce a breakthrough whfen Prime 
Minister Zhn Rongji visits Wash- 
ington in April, American officials 
said Tuesday. 

Last year, after fruitless talks, 
American trade officials to 

have given op on China soon joining 
die global body that sets trading 
rules. In sharply critical terms, they 
said China was too consumed by 
domestic economic ills to make con- 
cessions such as reducing tariffs and 
opening more sectors to foreign in- 
vestors. 

The obstacles remain enoamous, 
but tiie two g ov e rnm ents are now 
making a crash effort to resolve is- 
sues diet have defied agreement for 
years. 

“The United States has a great 
.interest in China acceding to the 
WTO on commercially viable 
terms, ” said Che deputy secretary of 
the Treasury, Lawrence Summers, 
speaking to reporters Tuesday even- 
ing after meeting Mr. Zfcu. 

He said Mr. Zhn also had re- 
affirmed China's strong desire to 
reach an accommodation. 

“We both agreed that this was a 


senior 


crucial window of 
Mr. Summers said, his hopeful tone 
in striking contrast to that of Amer- 
ican officials during 1998. 

While an agreement i$ not close, 
Chinese officials have concluded 
“a more open, more competitive, 
more dynamic economy” is in 
China’s interest, Mr. S ummer s said. 
"I think there may be some greater 
appreciation of that on tire Chinese 
side,” he said. 

Mr. Summers, who is briefly vis- 
iting Beijing in a trq> through Asia, 
did not engage in negotiations. But a 
nal of the U.S. Trade 
itative’s Office has already 
aken detailed talks here. 

Next Wednesday , right after a vis- 
it by Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright, who will discuss a range of 
issues with Chinese officials, the 
chief trade negotiator, Charlene 
Barshefsky, will arrive for two days 
of talks. 

After Ms. Barshefsky *s visit, of- 
ficials said, it will be easier to judge 
whether the new push has any 
chance of success. 

It is unclear how the wide dif- 
ferences can be bridged over such 
complex issues as access to the 
Chinese market for agricul tural and 
industrial goods and high-end ser- 
vices such as insurance and fi- 
nance. 

China, while committed to gradu- 
al opening of die economy, is more 
worried than ever about rising un- 


employment and is struggling to re- 
vamp state industries that could be 
killed by quickly lowered trade bar- 
riers. 

President Bill Clinton's admin- 
istration, for Us part, would come 
under strong attack from business 
and political opponents if it ap- 
peared to grant too many conces- 
sions to Churn, which by American 
estimates last year ran a $S7 billion 
trade surplus with the United 
States. 

“It's by no means clear that a 
mutually satisfactory agreement can 
be readied,” Mr. Summers said. 
"But there is a feeling on both sides 
that we shouldn't miss an agreement 
because of a failure of cammnni- 
catians or a lack of effort.” 

One reason for the new sense of 
urgency, Mr. Summers said, is the 
xduizatiqo that if a g ree m ent cannot 
be reached in the next few months, 
China’s entry to the trade body is 
likely to face long delays. 

This year, the world organization 
will begin to rewrite its overall 
rules, a move that if anything will 
stiffen tiie conditions for entry and 
complicating a new application by a 
giant such as ffirna 

Also, as American presidential 
politics heat up next year, it may be 
impossible to muster domestic sup- 
port for any complex agreement 
with China, officials fear. 

See WTO, Page 12 


Politics Hamper Malaysian Banking System, Moody’s Says 


Agence Frmcc-Pmse 

KUALA LUMPUR — An inter- 
national credit-ratmg agency de- 
livered a blistering critique of tiie 
Malaysian government Tuesday, 
saying that political interference 
was impairing tiie quality of its fi- 
nancial regulation, whichused to be 
among tiie highest in Asia. 

. In a special report, Moody’s In- 
vestors Service Inc. also said the 
Malaysian banking system itself had 
“taken a sharp tnm for the worse” 
because of tiie “direct and indirect 
effects” of capital and currency 
controls that Malaysia imposed last 
September as well as other econom- 


ic measures. Despite past scandals 
involving speculative currency trad- 
ing, the Malaysian central bank had 
traditionally provided a sound 
framework “efficiently enforced by 
an authoritative and respected in- 
stitution,” Moody’s said. . . 

But the system has become 
“overfragmented” with too many 
banks that are both small and weak, 
the American rating concern said, 
addin g that the central bank had 
allowed “imprudently large lend- 
ing” for property development and 
securities purchases. 

“The quality of bank regulation, 
formerly among the highest in the 


region, has been impaired by polit- 
ical interference as well as an added 
emphasis on short- term gains,’* the 
report said. 

Moody’s said more overt inter-, 
ference had “clashed with the 
bank’s tradition of independence,” 
leading to the resignation of tiie gov- 
ernor and his deputy last August, 
followed by the arrest next month 
and current trial of the former fi- 
nance minister and deputy prime 
minister, Anwar Ibrahim 

“Developments in bank regula- 
tion have shadowed these events,” 
Moody's said. “The objectives 
have moved from strengthening the 


banking system by tightening reg- 
ulations and increasing transpar- 
ency to requiring the b anks to sus- 
tain economic activity almost at any 
{nice, their financial condition be- 
coming a secondary concern.” 

Moody's said the planning efforts 
of the central bank had became an 
“inevitable hostage to political for- 
tunes.” 

It conceded that efforts to acquire 
bad loans and recapitalize banks 
“may provide indications of a res- 
toration of the central bank’s his- 
toric authority and 'independence.” 
But Moody’s said this was not likely 
“until critically important political 


developments in Malaysia run their 
course.” 

The report noted some “impor- 
tant fundamental strengths” such as 
management, which it said was 
“quite conservative, skilled and 
competent” at many banks. 

Consolidation befog forced by the 
government is likely to produce in- 
stitutions that are “Larger and better 
structured and hence more stable 
and probably more conservative, ’ ’ it 
added. Profitability is also "quite 
strong” already, and “die quality of 
the system’s regulation and inspec- 
tion may revert to former high stan- 
dards,” Moody’s said. 


Heat Stn^s Hi Crisis at E*Trade: A Cautionary Tale 
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Software GKtch Reveals Vulnerability of Popular Internet Brokerages 
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By Mark Ldbovich 

Washington Poa Service 


* 


WASHINGTON — The chief technology officer was 
working on 90 minutes' sleep, an abbreviated night even by, 
her three-hour norm. Now, shortly after the stock market 
opened, Debra Chrapaty was seemg red cm her monitor, and 
red meant crisis. 

It meant hundreds of thousands of an-Hne investors could 

Jfr^.titelntaitet 
t she directed. She took 


a Tagcmet pill to soothe her 

Meanwhile, in a Silicon Valley schoolyard, Lisa Nash, the 
E*Trade communications chief, was pledging a ll eg ia n ce to have given up their jobs to ride the gamblers’ surge of “day 
the flag, a she performs with her two daughters every trading.” tying fortunes to die stock maricet and seizing some 


Chrapaty, 38, a former technology chief far die National 
Basketball Association, led the high-tech paramedics from 
E*Trade’s offices in Alpharetta, Georgia; Mrs. Nash, 40, a 
former State Draartment intern, headed damage control from 
the company’s headquarters in Palo Alto, California. 

ir We need to pertotxn with militaristic excellence,” said 
Ms. Chrapaty, invoking the pre ferred imagery of the chief 
executive. Christos Cotsakos, a Vietnam War veteran who 
was awarded the Purple Heart. 

E*Trade is one of the emerging Internet brands to invade 
contemporary lives, a dual product of the on-line boom and 
raging bull market Now the tirird-Largest Internet brokerage, 
E*Trade processes 60,000 trades a day. Some subscribers 


iflie Internet engenders 
little tolerance, a reality 
feh<»t was. dammed home 
at E*Trade this month. 
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rooming. Her beeper pierced the for- 
mality with the Code Red news aod Mrs; 

Nash kissed her daughters good-bye. 

On Wednesday, reb. 3, one of tho 
Internet’s highest fliers was effectively 
grounded by a software glitch. 

Efftade’s 700,000 account holders 
were locked out of their on-line port- 
folios as die stock market was droroing — : — 

in heavy trading. Every second E*Trade ; 

did not work could threaten its viability. Internet time is 
unfo rgivin g, and so are subscribers wife motiey at stake. “Get 
it together, E*Trade,” a subscriber railed in an on-line chat 
fbnmtf “or you’re going to flic E-Grave.” , • 

• The Internet engenders little tolerance when problems 
occur, a reality that was slammedhame atE*irede this month. 

On-line services now are perceived as utilities and com- . 

modities. not luxuries. In short order, subscribers have come normal — and dropping fast She deduced access problems. 
todemMrilight-swittAreliabiHtywhentijeytotiKirkeypads, Ms. Chrapaty calkin her^ “super-smart^ a team of eight 

■' ’ ’ engineere who would root out the cause of the interruption. 

They laM out die symptoms, analyzed abnormalities and ate 
Krispy Kreme doughnuts. 

It took; 30 minutes to isolate the problem, a software 
upgrade performed the night before. E*TVade tedmicians had 
added lines of computer “code” to speed the process by 
which subscribers had their trades confirmed. 

But instead, the new coding infected the site with a most 
toxic side effect: No one could trade. 

Mbs. Nash, daring a telephone conference feat morning, 
“ for customer and media inquiries. This 
site volume, Mrs. 


control of its fluctuations through 
E*Trade. They pay nothing to subscribe 
and keep a minimum $1,000 trading 
balance m their accounts. E*Trade re- 
ceives $14.95 or $19.95 commissions on 
each trade, depending on where the 
stock is listed. Traditional brokerages 
typically charge twice that. 

“Good morning is being replaced by 

‘Did you buy any Yahoo! today?,’ ” said 
Jeny Gramaglia, ETrade’s vice president of marketing. 4 ‘We 
offer die empowerment and thrill of being wired to Wall 
Street.” 

Unless subscribers see only “Error” messages. 

Which is why, on that Wednesday, Ms. Chrapaty’s eyes 
were fixe d on a hideous number. Her monitor revealed 
E*Trade’s “transaction per second” ratio was well below 


never mind the unfathomably complex 
winning wvmm«n(k_ 

As the Internee has bred exhaaratioo, riser expectations 
likewise have soared, and when something goes wrong, took 
out Already, two class-action lawsuits have been filed against 
E*Trade in conjunction wife this month’s breakdowns. 

‘Technology fails, and anyone who promises otherwise is 
full of it,” Ms.. Chrapaty said, “Things happen on any given 
day. My iob is not to let our cusuxners notice.' 

of three davs. E*Trade Was hud bare as a 



•v- 1*-.!* 


v i. 


CURRENCY RATES 


Cross Rates 


Feb. 23 Other Dollar Values 


Feb. 23 



£ SF Yea C* D«» Ciate Swtee 

1 «i3 23391 1952B 2414510^105 47450 11066 

lZ 1^15* 14477 120*2. 14W7 6J867 2»S3 8.128 
12045 1WJ06 83L28 — EM® |175Q Mjt 1455 

UWS 24139 10335 1-2377* — 02216 05096^0.1849 
M484 23379 — 1.1HT- 09573214597 048M' 0.1793 

1.0969 Q4796 15954 133.14 14423 74344 32110 49085 
.U613 08406 1.9813 16573 2JB75 92137 KQ.11J0024 


Laadonte) 

NMrYotkW 

Tokfv 

Tanute 

Ztefca 

OHaanra 

OmSDR 


RaKMfm&mFtSDIO.ahird&t— 


Pars Carnwy 
amt, KuBf.fMW 
AwMtaaS 1565 MainpM 
ind 200 law. rapM 
ipna 45445 l—d idb 
im BJ7S5 
MM 3450 
qstgM 3408 
Hmi KngS 7 JOB M Mcaa p fo 
' 5W»4 M Mftat 


PwS CBnaKr Pitt 
22743 N.&Mt 1^53 
42443 Nsm.ta«n 7JH45 
B875-Q PB(aL|«p« 5L28 
4*577 PMlIWH 3S58 
03045 PobkzMy 347 
150U J b a d BanM ■ 2264 
1B0 Sadityd 3757 
9545 1721 


Pits 

StaLtoma 3975 
S.A61C.M 6 42075 
IIEMqnn 12105 
t«ms 3107 
lUb m 3746 

IMUibs 349649 
DAEMn 1671 
Vtaa-baftr. 57725 


European Crc 
tmra-EMUn0ei(m 


penanflyttad 

m Ilf Mi 


IM M Pit SpM 


MUMO.-«rapoM /U.-b4mM 


12Ma 31431 S3991 55966 L7H 0 l7152U3US 2X011 him 15149 

20.7921 59J9M 17249 95257 U701 U5S7U4U2 12QI 29419 244.16 

9M 12992 2279 2029 68X5 16198 4X7 4039 046 07999 


Euro Value* 

Fbadmta ettte EMU mmt* tmmdm tmemmim. 

mss. 

403399 

554573 

FMcaaoK 

1.95583 


f- 


J875M 

140427 

220371 

200482 

146386 


WM 


— -34TW9 23142 2077 7X3S 17472 07107 63442 

znu — 6JU3 414M auassixm zoo* ura 

0410 143391 09044 3X4 75495 02071 24981 

0470 16207 l.lfB7 33539 132*9 033K 2374* 

01421 4X04 03289 02982 24834 OlIOI 08875 

00572 L85Z3 01325. OS 0407 00407 03574 

14071 4799 J9 32544 29SJB 99000245844 87844 

O MR 54429 03706 0334 1.120 27981 01136 

145496 «UI 327187 305433 10L51 25656 16354 9097« 
120917 4Q44 27584 25265 850718 211X7 05931 715027 


6X636 8X781 
201215 24X448 
2X60 15735 
12719 3X424 
69756 L1755 
67928 64733 
865X11,1073 
10992 1X245 

T2O0 

82.993 


Global Private Banking 


At REPUBLIC, MANAGING 
YOUR ASSETS IS A DIALOGUE, 
NOT A MONOLOGUE. 



H ,m tlqati r 1aT , af 
National Honk of Nam York 
f Smiomt &4 . n * Gbhk. 


In fact, we consider asset management a team 
effort, witk you as idle key member of that team. 
Your particular financial needs, your 'objectives, belp 
us determine the winning strategy. Our fundamental 
goal: to protect your capital as we safeguard its 
purchasing power: 

It is a simple principle upon which we base our 
brand of financial conservatism: private hanking built 
upon rigor, discipline and prudence. This sophisticated conservatism, 
vigorously pursued, has created a global private hank 
of exceptional stability, capable of weathering the 
roughest storms. 

. Indeed, Republic's capitalization ratio, on a risk 
adjusted basis, is twice as great as that required by the 
world's international banking regulators. 

To our way of thinking, it is security as well as 
return that we must ensure eacb day. And in the 
process, to provide a unique quality of service, under- M j 

l. 1 t- j* • Popmkkt Noiioaal Book of 

standing and discretion. /*«• York m .v— York 


Republic National Bank of New York" 

Strength* Security. Service. 

• A SJn Bait • Nr* • Can. - London • Rrijintf - Brin* * Bacrh- HiE * * Boeno. Ain* « Cqan iJuuk ■ Capahaaen • E&oino ■ Cdmllor 
Oacirocy * Hung K — j - J-U rtf - U Ao (ji. • L^u> ■ LnalanC ■ Malt - Mndoo CUj - Hind * HiL • Moala C«ife - Mmlmd* * Matad 
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Despite Obstacles, Officials Strive for an April Announcement > f 
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Greenspan 
Gives a Lift 
To the Dollar 


What Is Hip? Levi Strauss Is Trying to Get a Grip 

1 ^ ___ frB.nd iii many girts’ 

company also has missed marketing opportn- hip-hogging denims , bip-hoggers 

nities, bangleda siring ofbuyewts and exp^CT^ dS Several 


By Stephanie Stoughton 

Washington Post Service 


hy Levi 
•further 


closets, several ye»» -r- ^[ h *ve menu 


Strauss & Co. has begun to falter, look no 
than the names oil teenagers’ jeans. 

After riding a wave of success for much of the 
1990s, (he manufacturer is gening bloodied 


aXevi 


higher' production costs at its TJ.S. planes. 

Although Levi's SilverTab jeans and Dockers 
_ casual pants are still hot brands, overall the 

Bloomberg News ‘ ------- 

NEW YORK — The dollar rose 
against die euro Tuesday, touching 
its strongest level yet 

new currency, as Alan w , w j a _ _ __ _ w 

chair m a n of the Federal Reserve jeans, it has lost touch with many of its customers, percent, to 56 billion, last year.SnMonday, Levi stores have mate “diere worse rrari^ts^ 
Board, said U.S. economic growth including teenagers who view its staple straight- Strauss, which began making bind jeans feu gold d efeating large sections tomen^ executives 



had strong momentum. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


manufacturer's star is clearly sKppiiig. Sales Strauss spokesman, uaret«~ ^ fa. 

the steadily climbed from$4.9bfllwnin 1991 to $7.1 Some of Levi’s raoblOTS way caanot 

iy, KHicnmg iwus, me mamnaemrer is gerang bloomed by billion in 1996 but began to taper off the fbl- company’s control, uninte vjhj* a 

against the the likes of the Gap, Tommy HUfigcr and Fubu. lowing year.. Revenue fell. 3 percent, to $6.9 force retailere such asM« ^Deoarimeot 

Greenspan, Though Levi’s is still synonymous with blue billion, m 1997 and then dropped' another 13 broad selection of its i Vvj» s wc, 

” T “ **• ** i * K — 1~**- — u - uu — iy of its customers, percent, to $6 billion, last year.OnMonday, Levi stores havB m^e matters j 

its staple straight- Strauss, which began making blue jeans for gold dedicating large sections top™. ^ 

heir baby-boomer miners more than a century ago. said it would brands. That is ope rrason wny 

would wear. close 11 of its 22 North American plants and lay felt little guilt when gey opfflea 

:*« < ortft F .LPiiifiP the full Levi s line ou 


lagged denims as something their 
parents and evengrandparents would ' 
“Everyone has a pair of Levi's, including their 
parents," said JDi Kilcoyne, an associate re- 
search director with Teenage Research Unlim- 


off 5,900 workers. 

■ In surveys by Teenage Research Unlimited, 
teenagers ranked Levi’s as one .of their three 


temetsite 
retailers from 


the full Levi 
Levi’s oo-line. 


own In- 
but banned 


again is that the 

at a time when yoi 


jy’s name a evoy- 
want something tiiat 


coolest’ 

Fickle 

portion 


accounts for a good 
drop. But the closely held 


j7uuiiEu «iua w uao umue wuanuc counuuy, , . v v f* r jw wju, 

still enjoying booming sales, began missing poraie Branding 

trends. Hr£lt did notp^ctttep^ularity of £c„ Levi’s has found that you re not so cool 
baggy jeans. Then it did not foresee the lew-rise, when everyone likes you- 


Sourc a Bloomberg, Reuters 


puwiuriiiwl Hwmbf Tfjfrg— f 


Very brieflys 


• Adelphia Communications Corp., a U.S. cable- television 
operator, agreed to buy closely held Frontier Vision Partners 
LPfor $2. 1 billion in cash, shares and assumed debt to expand 
hs customer base. 

• America West Airlines Inc. called off talks with other 
airlines and said it would remain independent. The decision 
ended four weeks of speculation that it might be bought by 
United Airlines or another large rival. 

• CalEnergy Cou, the second-largest U.S. power-plant de- 
veloper, agreed to sell half of its interests in 14 generators to El 
Paso Energy Corp. for $259.6 million. 

• Cia. Cervejaria Brahma of Brazil fired 108 workers, or 1 
percent of the brewer's work force, as the company sought to 
cut costs amid a deepening recession. 


The Fed chief, in semiannual 

testimony to the Senate Banking ited iu Northbrook, Illinois. ‘ ‘There are so many favonte brands until lastiyear, when the man- 

Committee, also said that inflation other jeans available that give them the fashion nfactnrer tumbled to No; 8. ^ere ai a uuk — , t3rfv 

remained at bay but 1 that officials hand look that teenagers want Teens want to own ' The seeds of Levi Strauss’s troubles were sets them apart from the cro ^^ r _ r 

were prepared to raise or lower in- their own brand, they want the newest and the planted earlier in the decade when the company, McNaughlon, chief operat^ omca ui ««- 

rerest rates quickly if the country's — - 4 “— - ■ *-- *■ “ ■ " — B»rfn«iini LLti ure 

economy grew too quickly or too 
slowly. 

Higher rates help a currency by 
raising its money -market return, and 
lower rates would have the opposite 
effect. 

“Since the U.S. economy re- 
mains strong and may be over- 
stretched, Greenspan mi ght be sug- 
gesting the Fed may need to raise 
rates,’' said Andrew Chaveriat. a 
currency strategist at Paribas Corp. 

As a result, “the dollar could go 
higher later this week,” he said. 

In late trading, the euro eased to 
$1.1007 from $1.1037 late Monday 
in New York. ■ 

Earlier, it dropped as low as 
$1.0940, the currency’s weakest 
level since its initial rate was set 
Dec. 31. 


Technology Stocks Surge, but Blue Chips Stall 


cem^bjOyrsufFnmDbpaeba Fargo Bank. Becanse inflati on is 

NEW YORK — Stock prices were mixed remain in check, there is “little 12 -- . 

Tuesday, with blue-chip shares lan guishing after he’s going to be raising or lowering interest rales eBay climbed 3% to 282%. 
Alan Gre enspan, riifli ymRi) of the Federal Re- any time SOOT." a +*«-+«•• Online was no 


a® ■ Microsoft rose 65* to 155 

that gafred8%toIl5VS,Yahoorose7Vfitol52%,and 


America Online was op 1% at 88% after a 2- 


serve Board, signaled that the central bank was 
not p lanning any imminent c hang es in interest 
rates. But techrotogy stocks continued to rise. 

At the close, the Dow Jones industrial average 
was down 8.26 points at 9,544.42, and the Stan- 
dard & Poor's 500 index was down 0.96 at 
1.271.18. But the Nasdaq composite index was 
up 3436 at 2376.37. De clining issues led ad- 


UR. STOCKS 


for-1 stock split took effect 
Meanwhile, the 


fell, with the bene 


ices of Treasury securities 
30-year bond down 


Stocks took little direction from a report by the 31/32 at 97 15/32, poshing the yield up to 5A2 
Conference Board, a business research group, percent firm 538 percent (AP, Bloomberg) 

tS^^SESZSZSSSZ ■ Longa- Honrs Planned for Big B<rard ^ 

~r-r~r*j h i . wvMuiu^ www mi ou~ advance, as Americans reactedto continued eco~ Richard Grasso, chairman or the iNcwjtonc 

The dollar also edged up to vancers by a ratio of 4-to-3 on the New York nomic growth and showed a strong sense of Stock Exchange, said the exchange planned to 

nno — x — -*nnA — security about the job market J **- 1 — onnn Wlft 

Intemet and conmuter shares rallied after an 
analyst at Morgan Stanley Dean Witter & Co., 

Mary Meeker, said the long-tom outlook was 
“phenomenal" for top companies in the sector. 


1 20.92 yen from 120.90 yen but fell 
to 1.4477 Swiss francs from 1.4493 
francs. 

The pound slipped to $1.6150 
from $1.6273. 


Stock Exchange. 

“As far as the stock marker is concerned, the 
good news is thar Greenspan said economic 
growtii will continue at a somewhat slower rale,' ’ 
said Sung Won Sohn, chief economist at Weils 


expand its hours in June 2000 to compete with 
overseas exchanges in trading of non -U.S. shares, 

Bloomberg News reported from New York. “It is 

not unreasonable to expect the Big Board to open 
at 5 AJVL and close at midnight," he said. 


EURO: German Officials Link the Currency’s Health to Ability ofEU Members to Agree on Budget 

year to make op for reduced earnings caused by copper prices 
that are near 12-year lows. Bloomberg. NYT 


With Steel Cheap, GM to Stock Up 

Bloomberg News 

DETROIT — General Motors Coup, said Tuesday it. had 
signed long-term contracts for $11.7 billion in steel from 
about 40 suppliers in what it called a move toward a global 
standard for me company aimed at lowering costs. 

By signing the contracts now, GM is taking advantage erf 
slumping metal prices. Benchmark U.S. steel prices have 
dropped about 20 percent in the past year, according to Metal 
Bulletin Ltd John Stiles, executive director erf metals pur- 
chasing, said the global standard would end regional differences 
in the quality and content of the steel in its cars, “This is die first 
time we’ve gone after all the steel an a global basis and had the 
opportunities far mills around the world to take a look at our 
global requirements," he said 

U. S. STOCK MARKET DIARY 
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Indexes Most Actives 

Dow Jones NYSE 


Continued -from Page 1 * 

Tuesday to defend the EU’s 
complex and costly system of 
agricultural subsidies and 
price supports. 

Farmers are holding one of 
the biggest protests in more 
than 25 years in the Belgian 
capital as EU agriculture min- 
isters are meeting there this 
week to find a 

"'‘-year 
Common Agricultural 
Policy. The volume of money 
involved is adding to the pres- 
sure in the talks, creating the 
prospect that some countries 
could lose EU funds. 

The powerful farm lobby 


has the most to lose. The farm 
budget eats up half of die 
EU’s 85 billion euro budget 
Subsidies on some farm com- 
modities could shrink by a 
quarter and even push some 
farms into bantaiptcy, with 
French farmers the hardest hit 
became they are the biggest 
recipients. Striking a deep 
chord, farmers fear the cuts 


state, Germany will not shy 
from “speaking of the con- 
sequences" of a “non-solu- 
tion," an official said Failure 
to overhaul the budget could 
unleash a “crisis in which all 
of us are worse off after- 
wards," the official said, re- 
ferring to fears of uncon- 
trolled euro weakness. 


in the stately Pet cra berg Hotel 
overlooking the Rhine is a 
“walking summit" to lay the 
groundwork for fee Berlin 
gathering, “there will be no 
resolutions," the official aaid 
For now, however, talks 
are tangled in a conflicting 
patchwork of national and re- 
gional interests. Reflecting 
the potential for clashes, one 


ECB. Mr. Ijrfbotaine, the Gear- 
man finance minister, argued 
over fee weekend that a weak 
euro could help promote 
Europe’s exports. But while 
politicians such as Mr. Lafon 
taine help drive the euro lower 
with their remarks, central 
bankers want to halt the 
erosion. The Bundesbank 
president, Hans Ttetmeycr, a 


ll r.L-i i .i I,--,,,:-, The main function of Fri- — — r . 

weex ro nna ai compromise io fljreatea Europe’s to- day's meeting will be to add German described a success- prominent figure on the 

ovemam. tne 57-year-oia mastic agrarian idyll, displa- momentum to EU budget ful outcome “for Europe”" at ECB’s board, warned Satnr- 

talks, which are to culminate 
at a special summit in Berlin 
on March 24 and 25. Ger- 
many wants to emerge wife a 
sprawling blueprint of long- 
range financial re forms .. 

Because the Friday meeting 


ring bucolic fields wife mass- 
production fanning. 

According to the German, 
position, laid out Tuesday in 
Bonn, fee stakes extend well 
beyond fanners. At the meet- 
ing Friday of EU heads of 


fee Berlin s ummi t as "an 
agreement in which none of 
fee partners are happy." 

Toe euro’s disapprioting 
:Hes at fee heart of 
i’s economic dilemma, 
pitting politicians against the 


INTERNATIONAL FUTURES 


Tuesday, Feb. 23 


Htyh Lw LflhMl digs OpW 


High Um U*»* Chge opM 


High Low Leant Chge OpU OMMCE JUKE (MCTNI 


im 95SU? Ml J .33 M7U4 45U42 
Thu 

£ 

Standard & Poore 



VSM WM 795.14 

mug 2M44 2912.19 2927. 


I ndustri e* 

Tronic. 

UtUffles 

Finance 
SP 500 
SPIN 

NYSE 


hotel TMf 

Nth Lob One 49J*. 
1532X8149241 1531X5 153007 
689 JO 667X2 689 JO 68333 
242X7 24028 242X7 24056 
13077 132X8 136J7 13735 
1272X2 1239X2 126040 1271.18 
63545 62001 C35J6 63545 



McirLjn 


■B2M 

5023 829* 
56537 U*W 
53149 171* 
mm 64H 


♦IS* 


» M*k 
5M 589* 

S £ 

£9* 

IM 111* +4* 

& « 

© 1 % 
7» 7*5 -rt* 


Grains 

eOMIKBOTl 

S®» bu BiWmom- cents par bMfaei 
M»99 215Vi 214 215 +1 86901 

May 99 221 Z19U 220 *\k 102,961 

JUt 99 228V* 225 225V4 

Sep 99 23» 232 2321* 

Dec 99 241 M 23914 240U 

MOT00 248*4 247V. 248 

MoyN 253 2S2 2521* 

EM. Htes 90XN Moire Mtee 90197 
Mam open M 3501 1& op 897 


+H S 7^54 
+H 20317 
52X43 
+M 0484 
+« 441 


Mar 99 9175 91J2S 91X5 -015 7451 

W 9 8110 8530 8150 -1X5 U222 
07.90 85X0 8550 0X5 1476 
Sep 99 8175 8475 8530 -1X5 1X21 
EA sates RA. Him aatoi 7X50 
Mom QPM M 29 J4Q, off 337 


Jim 99 
Ji499 
6*1899 
Sep 99 
Dec 99 
Mar 00 
JunOO 
Sep 00 
Dec 00 


94X4 MJ6 


9486 

94X9 

9455 

9471 

9464 

9459 

9447 


909 

9475 

9439 

9452 

9446 

9443 

9433 


9487 

9484 

9479 

9476 

9441 

9453 

9448 

9445 

9435 


-004 450.137 
-0X5 393 

-009 75 

-110 421219 
-0.13 2B480B 
-014 264408 
-0.13 170679 
-0.11 136702 
-OLIO 110434 


Nasdaq 


MuOMb 

amp. 


Nasdaq 


Ftrancv* 

AMEX 



1354*3 
179241 1 

179419 K 

7*4998 mm 
9*421 «fU4 


TO 

99071 

93464 1071*| 

iSS 

S® Jifi* 


te * 2Wt 
1J7VJ 131K15M 

jp&4 

nm 104*4 +i« 

^ 

6tS1 (M +V* 


hw m l-» oe. AMEX 

7(1-0 69681 79492 +089 


Daw Jones Bond 


20 Bands 

lOUKMes 

lOIndassMs 


10509 

103.16 

107X1 




Trading Activity 
NYSE 


Nasdaq 


ffiSSS 

New MOM 
WeLan 

AMEX 




IS 

& 


mi 

'So 

% 

M 


3107 

1799 

138* 


Dksm 


TMl... 

New HlgM 


s & 

190 191 


II 


70 

21 


Market Sales 


NYSE 
Aim 
Hasdaq 
61 


Tetey 

4PJW. 

76555 

2067 

83668 


87462 

50X4 

84361 


Dividends 

Company Par Amt Roc Pay 

IRREGULAR 

AlSed litefi Bks b 1X34 2-26 3X1 
Bancroft Convert , JO 3-16 3-30 

British Sky Bidcst b X68 2*36 4-13 

Coiron Bfcsbn . .14 3-12 4-2 

Dai El IP*c ADR b 082 2-25 - 

Gabon Cv Sea _ JO 3-19 3-29 

GabcS Eq Tr . J7 3-19 3-29 

HigbwId&Nl b X96 3-12 5-10 

Mangers Short bib - OB 2-22 2-24 

MmMwoPLC ADS b -2719 2-26 63 

Man RnvoBy Tr . J361 -26 6X0 

HYTm&liwme . 1X«X 2-18 2-18 

QCEH.V.AOS b J85 69 5-13 

SaoBMcSoe Bdi pie b J319 -26 4-15 

STOCK 

Inn Assets Hlrig . 10% W 3-26 

REVERSE STOCK SPUT 
Diotel Infcrroofioti 1 far 12 ro v en e ipm. 
INCREASED 

McUPretop Q 32 4-9 4-23 

RflgtofitFM Q SB 3-18 4-1 

S,OTP0CR “ 34 405 H 

ErienonLMTolB b J49S 3-26 4-13 

FWCapM - .07 3-18 MS 

Konow Prop - JS 3-15 3-31 


P«r Amt Dm Pay 

MONY Group - JO M Mi 

YEA REND 

Assoc Materials _ .10 3-15 3X1 

REGULAR 


BancWest 


S& 


Fst MMwpst Fin 

Hunt Corp 

K2lne 

Ubcrty AAStaiEg 
Liberty Afl- Star 
MaMskolnv 
ManagnBdFd 
NoMRSo 
Oafd«M Patrol 
Prosklertloi Ray 
Plrtnom FGI 8. 
Pvtnm FGl M. 
RgSSd» Metals 
TCWCvSoca 
Taibatslnc 
TefccuaiAioantlna 
UnBedUlam 


.15 3-12 
J1 3-1 
.10 3.1 
445 3-2 
.13 3-15 
.1025 3-33 
.11 3-11 
3* 3-5 

J1 3d 
.14 3-8 
.11 2-22 
2X0 3-1 
JS 3-10 
.16 3-10 
.117 2-22 
.127 2-22 
35 33 
21 3-31 
.11 3-8 

J7S 3-1 
n 3-U 
awtimt par 
■baiWADRi ppayabla In COaadtaa toa&s 
u wms th b m 8oar f r ly;i noilomi oBRy. 


4-2 

3-15 

3-15 

3- 20 

4- 1 
4-7 
4.1 

3- 22 

4- 19 
3-15 
2 - 2 * 

3- 11 

4- 15 

3- 31 
2-26 
2-26 

4- 1 
*9 

3-22 

3- 9 

4- 1 


SOYBEAN MEAL KBOYl 
100 taps- doBoro per tan 
Mar 99 12V JO 12670 126X0 -2X0 34739 

May99 129 JO 12450 136J0 -2X0 37X43 

JUl 99 131 JO 129X0 129 JO -1J0 33X37 

Aug 99 13300 13050 13040 -1X0 9,911 

Sap 99 13400 13310 13220 -1X0 8354 

Oa 99 13530 13360 13340 -1J0 3563 

EH. sates 37X00 Atara sMn 3A9B7 
MOOT apm H 1 27X47, aH 735 

SOYBEAN OtLRBOTI 
60000 lbs- ch6s per 8) 

Mar 99 1934 1095 1931 +032 22X57 

May 99 19J8 19.12 19J2 +0X6 45089 

MW 19X8 1943 19J9 +0*5 27306 

AP0 99 2000 1940 19X2 +043 6X44 

S V9 39.10 19J0 20X5 +4144 6X00 

99 2030 1930 2017 +049 15*3 

EM. sates 40X00 Mom Mbs 41X41 
Mam apan W 132331 ari 2.956 

SOYBEANS tCBOT) 

5X08 bwmMMm- ants par bwM 
MroV9 47HV5 474 474 inch. 32358 

May 99 482V5 478 47*4 until. 45806 

JI499 499 4B4V, 4841* +U 39354 

AM 99 49116 4(7 TOM +1M 12356 

S«P 99 493M 489M 4894* +116 4357 

Est sates 89X00 Mam Utes H7J41 
Mom open M16O04A off 1920 

WHEAT (OWn 

5000 boaNnlnuD- note par basMI 
Mor99 25M 251 U 251*4 until. 32X23 

May 99 265 261IA 261W 44 37342 

JUl 99 275 271*4 2711* antiL 47J31 

Sap 99 284M 782 282M +M 4364 

EA sates 38X00 Mm sates 3591 7 
Mans open W12K643. art L32S 


Livestock 

CATTLE ICMEKJ 

AflQfl Im.- ntih nor ti 

Fab 99 64J2 6405 64X5 +030 4X13 

Apr 99 67 JO 66X5 47X2 +1.17 S237B 

Jan 99 65X0 6472 «5J7 +077 25200 

AU099 64X5 63J0 6437 +0J7 141*9 

Od99 0605 6535 6585 +0X3 8XM 

Dec 99 67.10 66X5 66X5 +0X3 5760 

EsL sates 15956 Mm sates 14X1 1 
Mm apan MULSH art 32* 

FEEDEE CATTLE OCMER) 

50000 flxb- cants perB). 

MarW 74X0 71X0 nm +ijm 

Apr99 7415 72.90 7407 +1.15 

May 99 74X3 7192 7437 +130 

AuP 99 7530 74XO 7537 +OTD 

S 99 7530 7439 75.15 +095 

99 7535 7*95 7530 +060 

Est sties 1 J66 Mm sates 2X53 
Mm q*sn H 17371. up 209 


Metals 

GOLD (MCM30 
lOObwOTr deflm MT buy oz. 

Fob 99 29150 389X0 28930 +070 488 

Apr 9V 285.® 28730 28870 ,4130 104541 
Jon 99 29030 290.89 29060 +030 24564 

» l 99 292X0 29230 292X0 +4130 4836 
99 29470 29450 29450 +030 1830 
Dec 99 29630 29630 29630 +0 30 15911 
Feb 00 297X0 +0-30 7X26 

Apr 00 299X0 +030 1,120 

Est steal 17X00 Mm k*b 15496 
Mm apw tat 190391 off 389 

HI GRADE COPPER CNCflUO 
25X00 Bb.- cants parte. 

Feb 99 6105 <1X0 6133 +030 278 

Mar 99 6530 61X0 61X5 +050 27X79 

Apr 99 62.70 6105 6230 +4U5 1711 

May 99 6330 6125 62X5 +0X5 20X57 

Jao 99 63X5 6290 63X5 +OX5 1344 

Jut® 63-W CUB 63X5 +OX5 7X33 

Aug99 64X0 6575 63X5 +0X5 1X12 

Sap 99 64X0 6435 6425 +0X5 4351 

0099 6460 +0X5 1X48 

Est sotes 25000 Mm rotes 21X04 
Mom open lot 75160 up 1662 

SILVER (NCM70 

5X00 buy at- cams par boy VL 

Fab 99 546X 546X 546X Unde IV 

Mar 99 555X 5440 5460 Until. 35990 

Apr 99 5477 Until. 

6*0999 558J 545J 5448 Until. 35352 

J099 J37J.S46J 547 J +0X 11905 

5ep9» 551 J 5443 5443 XX 4313 

Dae 99 590 5403 5403 -20 7,787 

Jar 00 5407 -20 n 

Est sates 44000 Mm solas# J06 
Moot open W 97364 off 7W 

PLATINUM DIMER) 

50 troy at- dollanper trey at. 

Apr 99 3S7X0 37500 38410 +670 15571 

A* 99 383X0 27500 379.10 +430 2361 

Od 99 377.10 37600.377.10 +230 930 

JaaOO .377.10 +4130 4 

Est stites NX. Mm sates 5752 
Moot open W 14766 up TO 


5X09 

5676 

4,906 

2365 

632 

£78 


HOGS-Laoa (CMER) 
40000 Ml- tetris peril. 
Apr 99 4610 4615 

JIM 99 5665 5570 

Ad 99 5730 5658 

5705 5730 
56.15 55.90 


Am 99 
Orf99 


4535 -OJS 
5637 -aiO 
5730 Until 
3ST -OXO 
5600 -005 


17739 

9X38 

4,107 

5591 


Est sates 7,926 Mm rotes 6305 
Moot open lot 41JU7, op 746 

PORK BELLIES (CMER) 

40000 Uxl- cants per Rl 
F efi 99 5130 5130 5590 0.10 

Altar 99 5170 5135 5U0 +035 
MOT 99 55J0 55W 5650 +0.10 
Est stites 5067 Mm sales 1X55 
Mem epea lot 5305 oB 215 


Food 


123 

2702 

1370 


U A Stock Tables ExpHUned 

Sates floirn am unaffidol Yaorty Wofts and km rMtect the previous 52 wwks Ae 

cwreflt«Mafc.batnt1tw kited Inxlbtg (toy. Wham a spat or stack 0MttaidaiT)wnftng1l>25 

pertxntor more has bees pahtmeyearsliisMowrengeartdifivtaeiKlartMiiwntorttw new 
stocks only. Untets atherMsa noted ratM of OivMeiNls are amraddUbuneinefib based oa 

Hie tales! ilectoRdfon. 

0 - tfMriefld etoo extra U). b - annual rata of dMdaid phis stack dMttanri. c - Rtpiktaflng 
dvWend. - PE ixcntfl 99xtd - ahd d - new yearly low. dd - taas In flw last 1 2 month*. 
6- AsMend dedared or perid ta preceding 12 monita. f - annual itrib. Increased an Iasi 
dedoraEan. »- dvhtandl In Canadian funds. ufa|ec! to 15% non-nsMance tax. i - dividend 
drdared alter spB-up in slock dhMend. | - dMttand paid Ms ym amfflod. deferred or no 
adtan taken at toted dMdead roaeflng- k - dMttand dadand or pafd Ms yaac « 
occnmutaflw hsuawiki tBiridends bi annaaL ■ -enmid rate reduced on last dedo ration, 
n - new ispoa in aw pad 52 weeks. TB* Mgh-low range bostas vrt|ti lt» start of ftadiftft. 
nd-nat day diflwry.p*lnU dhMend, otowi rate unknown, fVE-priCMonUnas ratio. 
q-ctasadxsKlinftiialfumlr-dMriefldchKfCRWlarpaklln precnAig 12 months, phastadi 
dMdend. s - stadi spot DMdend bogus with data of spot ib- sates, t-tflvtdend paid In 
steel taprtKOTBng 12 rnoaihi,«slhnotbd cash wh»imaKfaideiitt or ik-iSshlrotkm date. 
•- new yearty high, v-tradtag hattadid «ta bontaujdcy orrscaJvoraW orbelig^ reorgaoized 
undtrthaaonkfUlllcyAcLwsecuriHesitssuninl by such companies, wd- when dtdribuled. 
Wt - when imietV mr - with wmrants. x - ex-4Mdend or n-righls. xds • ex>dbtribultan. 
w- wWioal warrants, y- «-tMdend and sales In ML ytd -yWd - 1 »s*des In tufl. 


COCOA 0K5E) 
lOproMeleiB-Spertan 
Mar 99 13V 1293 

1305 

+6 

L274 

May99 

JUI99 

1318 

1305 

1317 

♦fl 

33154 

Isa 

1327 

1341 

♦9 

11X56 

Septa 

1368 

1354 

1360 

+8 

5.925 

Doe 99 

1405 

1297 

1C5 

+9 

6347 

Mar 00 

1442 

un 

1442 

+12 

4299 


Esi sotas 5375 Mm rote 5648 
Mom epan W 67,985 alf 095 

coffee c mesa 

37300 fcs.- cants peril 

Mar 99 109X0 10235 WS30 +110 5338 

May 99 1105) moo 10690 +3.15 34106 

Jut *9 HOJO 16430 M7X5 +2JD 6119 

Sap 99 110175 10630 MJ930 +2JC 5400 

Dae 99 11100 107X0 11060 +215 1X73 

EU. tote* 15511 Mom sells 5902 

Mem open tat 3K2U up 331 

sugarworld ii moa 
1 150H ta»r earn profc 

IW99 662 668 479 -0JD2 35272 

Math 638 632 636 +4U6 66313 

JX99 622 612 616 432 39X9* 

Oti99 657 439 650 436 25094 

Est sotas 37,166 Mm sates 344P4 
Mom open M18L016 off L63£ 


ItMidap doe to pr abha a at ttm 


Financial 

US T BILLS (CMER) 

SI dEBod- ptsoflOOpti. 

MTOV9 9SJS9 95J4 VSJ4 433 2368 

Jun 99 9165 95X2 9163 4)34 717 

EsL sates 111 Mm sates 525 
Mm apon M 5085, off 135 

SYR TREASURY tIXtrn 
noaoca pita- pts & 648a umoo pd 

Mar 99 111-34 11062 111 -OS -22 196974 

JUB99 1 12-20 111-54 111,51 -24 55248 

Sap 99 111-58 -24 5 

EsL stats 90000 Mm sdis 1T2343 
Mm epea tat 255227, « 16600 

10 YR TREASURY KUn 

5105000 Hilt- pH &32ndsen0Opd 

Mar 99 116-14 11M1 11537 -12 411.102 

Jun 99 116-19 115-37 11640 -14 149,144 

Sep 99 115-16 -14 7J5 

EsL sties »50<n Mm sates 1953S7 

Moot open W 5*5991. off 9,971 

US TREASURY BON DS (CBOT) 
(8pd-S105000-pt*42JadaonOO pd) 

Mar 99 12531 122-18 125)6 -29 515524 

Jan 99 123-10 122-03 123-11 -» 284,223 

Sap 99 122-34 121-24 121-29 -29 &42D 

Dae99 121-11 121-11 12149 - 29 3399 

Est sates 605X00 Mm eates 316X51 
Mm open U8I5466 off 3U14 

LONG GILT 0JFFE) 

£55000 - ok I32ntaanaq ijr 2 
Mar 99 11836 11730 11786 +039 80420 
Jun 99 119.11 118X1 11833 +434 12X51 
EsLsataE 60327. Prov.ukK: 35556 
Pm. opal kts 91871 off 1X87 

If- YEAR FRENCH BOY. BONDS (MAim 

wroiaaLOD-ataollOOpCt 

Mar 99 11135 11133 111X3 +031 95S7S 

Jon 99 9733 9733 9631 +039 2J42 

Est soles; 35284 

Open M: 96120 off 7,109 

IT AUAN GOVERNMENT BOND OJPPS 
m. 200 mMon - pte el lOOjpti 
“• “ 11190 +1 


Est k4us 695064 Mm sates 199.901 
Mm apan tat 5066266 off 5127 

BRITISH POUND OCMER] 

65500 pounds, I per pound 

Mar 99 1X258 1X0K 1X126 -3130 6L966 

Jan 99 1X182 1X098 1X118 -3130 5042 

Sap 99 1X118 1X110 1X120 3130 230 

ESL sates 6662 Mm rotas T1306 

Mm apan tat 64355 up 5048 

CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER) 

100300 dataas, I per COM. Or . 

Mar 99 X6R 5 X66 7 -XC83-4UMOI 75120 

Jun 9V 4496 4670 A605-0300I 5138 

Sep 99 X689 X675 4689-08001 LI 08 

Est sates 4X03 Mm rotes M6T5 
Moot open kd 79,732. up 66 

GERMAN MARK OCMBQ 

125300 marks, S per mark 

Mro«e -5663 JOB ASH -118015 56977 

Jon 99 3676 362* 3661 -00015 2JR9 

Sep 99 3691 418015 167 

EsL rotes 11X76 Mom sties 1234T 

Mm apm tat 5M6L off 2X28 

JAPANESE TEN QCMEM 

1 ZJ nBsn yen. s per 1 00 yun 

Mar 99 *M 3225 3292 -03004 85139 

Jun 99 3461 3333 3392-03005 4077 

Sep 99 3475 3675 3496-03006 1349 

EH sties 27,147 Mam sties 38X21 

Mm open M 9L235 up 1 79 

SWISS FRANC (CMER) 

125000 taint pro B an c 
Me 99 4941 4375 4920+03001 58337 

Jan 99 4988 4941 4985+00001 710 

Sap 99 JIMS -7045 -7050+03001 249 

Est sates 11695 61m sates 16165 
Mm open M 55205 off 5331 

MEXICAN PCtO (CMER) 

flHflQfl raOLSHfDHD 

Mti-99 39W0 39810 39932 -30012 12319 

Jen 99 39450 39340 39382^00022 6611 

Sap 99 38880 38880 30937+30012 635 

EsL sties 2X92 Mam sates L411 

Mem span tat 15474 op 546 

3-MONTH STERLING (U FFE7 


High Law Latest cbgs OpM 

HEATING OtUNMBQ 
45000 aab cents par gel 
MarVV 3525 3130 31X4 +0X7 27347 
Apr 99 32JU 31X5 "" 

Afa y99 3330 3237 
JIB 99 3180 3380 

Jut 99 3640 33X0 

Aug 99 
tap 99 

EH sales 51347 Mm sates 35814 
Mm apaa tat K7J9L off 5160 
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day feat the ECB “will cer- 
tainly not be able to cat rates" 
if the euro frills further. 

[Wim Dnisenbag, head of 
the European Central Bank, 
said Monday that fee euro’s 
current weakness against fee 
dollar was not only the result 

of strong U.S. growth but also 

o f po litical pressure on fee 
ECB to cut interest rates, 
Bloomberg News reported. 

[“There has been political 
pressure to lower rates; this 
expectation has been carried 
into fee market,” Mr. Duis- 
enberg said at a panel dis- 
enssjon at L andcs z cnt r alhank 
Baden-Wuerttemberg. “I 
think it will be only a tem- 
porary phenomenon."] 

The German delegation 
took pains to lower expec- 
tations ahead of the meeting 
Friday. The “joon-summit" is 


expected to yield forceful dis- 
agreements. Bonn wants EU 
leaders to cot verge behind 
closed doors for a final round 
of “psychological and dra- 
matic" leverage for fee Ber- 
lin summiL 

Most attention Friday will 
be directed at fee “Big5" GU 
members with fee most to lose 
at fee budget talks: France, 
which will fight to jpreserve its 
farm subsidies; Britain, which 
wiD fight to preserve an EU 
annnal budget rebate it won 
15 years ago; Italy, which will 
be expected to increase its net 
payments; Spain, which is 
fighting to save its inflows of 
EU economic aid; and Ger- 
many, which wants to cut its 
high 11 billion euro annual 
EU net payment 

Trying to exploit fee mo- 
mentum of the Friday meet- 
ing, Chancellor Gerhard 
Schrocder will make a whirl- 
wind tour of EU capitals from 
March 15 to 19 in search of a 
difficult consensus. 

Germany also seems will- 
ing to make concessions on its 
own petition. Instead of deep 
immediate budget cats, it ap- 
pears willing to settle for an 
agreement to stretch out a de- 
crease in German 
between 2000 and : 
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WTO: Seeking a Slot for China 

Continued from Page 11 

Both governments are searching for ways to bolster their 
relationship, which has badly frayed since the euphoria of Mr. 
Qimon’s visit last spring as China cracked down harshly i 
political dissidents and fee bilateral trade deficit widened. 

American and Chinese officials hope feat relations will be 
strengthened by the planned Ami visit to Washington and 
other American cities by Mr. 23m, who cuts an appealing 
figure abroad. But apart from possible trade organization 
entry, there do not appear to be other opportunities for major 
new agreements to announce. J 

Wlme a finished deal by April on trade appears impossible 

jSn« loisS 10080 wHi +57§ iTjro ^ getfeebig issues in place by fee time of Prime 

Minister Zho s visit,’' said Kenneth Lieberthal the senior 

White House adviser on Asia, who accompanied Mr. Sum- 
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The U-S. business ccmmumty has to see any agreement as 
commercially viable,” Mr. Lieberthal added. “ Without that 
support it will never wodt.” 
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Olivetti Seeks 
To Sweeten 
Takeover Bid 


By Daniel Lief green 

ROME — Olivetti SpA, which 
suffered a major setback late Mon- 
day when Italian stock-market reg- 
ulators .rejected its hostile bid for 
Telecom ualia SpA, was scrambling 
Tuesday to restructure its $58 bil- 
lion offer for the telecommunica- 
tions concern. 

One financial source close to the 
Olivetti camp said the company’s 
managing director, Roberto Cola- 
ninno, was rushing to revise and 
sweeten its bid by increasing the 
cash component of the original offer 
of cash, shares and bonds. 

“The price was too low, and the 
market recognized that,” the source 
said. ‘To have a chance to win this 
battle, you have to enrich the offer, 
and this means boosting the cash 
part,” he said. “It's not an easy 
scenario. It's very difficult.” 

. Hie source said the Milan-based 
merchant bank Mediobanca SpA, 
which is among the banks advising 
Olivetti, was trying to assemble a 
consortium of Italian hanlm to back 
a large rapital-mcrease proposal 


Germany to Cut Corporate Taxes 

Lafontaine Pledges Top Rate of 35% but Offers No Timetable 


that would help fund the operation. 
He declined to provide de tails . 

. Co tnmnniratirwis Minister Sal- 
vatore Cardinale, who met with Mr. 
Colamnno on Tuesday, said the 
chief executive appeared deter- 
mined to move ahead with his au- 
dacious plan to seize control of 
Telecom Italia. 

“I believe Olivetti will go for- 
ward in its attempt to take over 
Telecom,” he was quoted as saying 
by Italian news agencies. 

Olivetti’s board is due to meet 
Wednesday to call a special share- 
holders assembly to review a capital 
increase. An Olivetti spokesman de- 
clined to comment further. 

Consob, the Italian securities reg- 
ulatory agency, said Monday that 
Olivetti's offer was unacceptable in 
its present fbim ou several grounds, 
including its being conditional on 
the sale of its mobile-phone unit 
Omm tel Pronto Italia SpA and fixed- 
line operaiOTlnfostrada SpA to Man- 
nesmann AG of Germany. Olivetti 
denied that the offer was conditional 
on the Maime s mann sale. 


. Cawpftrf fry Oar S*#Frcm nyt*r*t i 

BONN — Finance Minister Oskar Lafontaine said 
■Tuesday that the government would proceed with a 
plan to cut maximum corporate taxes to 35 percent 
from as much as 47 percent in an effort to bolster the 
sagging economy. He declined to give a rmw> frame 
for tiw changes, however. 

A corporate tax rate of 35 percent would be “the 
absolute maximum” and for medium-sized compa- 
nies the rale would be lower, Mr. Lafontaine said m a 
speech to the Bundestag, or lower house of Par- 
liament. “With these measures, Gercoany's tax rates, 
also compared with other countries’, will be put in an 
extnunely positive position,” he said. 

The call for a tax cut came as Mr. Lafontaine 
presented his 1999 federal budget for a first reading 
by the Bundestag. Mr. Lafontaine is predicting a 
budget deficit of 28.8 billion euros ($31.79 billion), 
marginally narrower than the 1998 deficit 
lithe tax cut is adopted, it would leave the G erman 
corporate rate five percentage points higher than the 
rate in Britain, whose maximum rate is being cut in 
AprU to 30 percent frem 31 percent, according to the 
Economist Intelligence Unit. 

Mr. Lafontaine ’s comments followed a govern- 
ment report Friday that German gross domestic 
product fell 0.4 percent in the fourth quarter of 1998, 

report fcy ftte Ifo economic research in^tote that 
German business confidence fell in December. 

Mr. Lafontaine will present fee findings of a com- 
mittee of tax experts at the end of this week. 

fo his speech to Parliament, Mr. Lafontaine also said 
Germany would feel the effects of the wodd economic 
slowdown mere clearly in 1999 than it had in 1998. 

“Currency-rate developments, particularly in 
Southeast Asia, have aggravated the situation for 
German goods,” Mr. Lafontaine said, putting the 
pinch on exporters. 

When exports can no longer keep the economy 
gnmg he Hftfted, “domestic demand must on 
more responsibility for ensuring sufficient growth.” 
Group of Seven finance ministers and central 


bankas agreed at a meeting Saturday in Bonn that a 
strategy for promoting growth led by domestic de- 
mand would lead to balanced development between 
countries, he said. 

The budget Mr. Lafontaine presented also includes 
mild stimnlaioiy measures, with public spending at a 
federal level of 249.5 billion euros being sought; that 
would be 6.8 percent more than in 1998. But die 
Finance Ministry said that the spending figures for the 
two years were not directly comparable and that, 
stripped of one-time items, the budget represented an 
increase of only 1.7 percent 

Mr. Lafontaine said he hoped to have the budget 
adopted in May. 

The budget aims to fight unemploymeut, the gov- 
ernment’s No. 1 priority, and combat social injustice, 
Mr. Lafontaine said. 

“We’re creating new impulses fix 1 more growth 
and more jobs,” he said, according to a copy of his 
prepared speech. 

The government is forecasting a decline in un- 
employment in the year as a whole, with the number 
of people out of woik expected to fall by a total of 
150,000 to 200,000. The jobless rate is expected to 
decline to an average 10.5 percent of the working 
population from 11.1 percent in 1998. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters) 

■ VW Earnings Soar 65% 

Volkswagen AG, the largest carmaker in Europe, 
posted a65 percent increase in profit for 1998, to 1.15 
bQHon enros ($1.26 billion), news agencies reported 
from Wolfsburg, Germany. 

Sales increased 18.5 percent, to 68.62 billion 
euros. 

But Volkswagen warned, in its pre liminar y profit 
report, that the global economic difficulties would 
make it difficult to beat the 1998 figure this year. 

“A further improvement in group net profit in 
1999 will be difficult to achieve given the crises in the 
global automobile markets,” die automaker said. 

Details of the year’s corporate results will be 
presented at a news conference March 25. 


BSkyB and Canal Plus Generate a Buzz 


Ratters 

LONDON — Newspaper reports 
Tuesday revived speculation of a 
possible linkup between British Sky 
Broadcasting Group PLC and Canal 
Pins S A, the biggest European, pay- 
television providers, but analysts 
said an outright merger was unlikely 
because of regulatory hurdles. 

Carving up Europe between 
BSkyB, controlled by Rupert Mur- 


doch, and Canal Phis could shave 10 
percent to 30 percent from movie 
programming costs, analysts said. 

But they said a more limited 
transaction, such as an alliance or 
asset swap, was more likely than a 
full merger. 

“The economics of a merger 
would be compeDmfk particularly in 
terms of lower movie programming" 
costs,” said Nick Bertolotti, a media 


analyst at JF. Morgan & Co: 

The Wall Street Journal and Itali- 
an newspapers revived merger spec- 
ulation by reporting Tuesday that 
BSkyB was holding preliminary 
talks with Canal Plus but that the 
talks might not lead to a deal. 

Shares of Canal Plus slipped 1.20 
euros to 293.80 ($322^6? in Paris, 
while BSkyB rose 18 pence to 535 
($8.70) in London. 


Unilever Sets 
A Payout of 
$8 Billion 


G**MtvOtrSuffFr6mDBfaKk* 

ROTTERDAM — U nilev er, the 
world -s biggest maker of household 
goods,' surprised investors Tuesday 
by announcing plans for a special 
dividend and a reverse stock split. 

The British-Dutch consumer- 
goods company, which has been sit- 
ting on a rash hoard since selling off 
its chemicals businesses a year ago, 
said it would distribute 16 billion 
guilders ($8.01 billion) to share- 
holders. 

The dividend, amounting to 14.50 
guilders a share for its Dutch shares 
and 66.13 pence ($1.07) a share for 
British stock, is equal to 10.6 per- 
cent of Unilever’s marker value. 
Shareholders ran opt for cash or 
payment in p re fe r r e d shares, allow- 
ing Dutch shareholders to avoid 
paying' dividend taxes. 

In Amsterdam trading, Unilever 
NV’s Dutch shares rose 1.20 guild- 
ers to close at 69.50. Unilever PLC’s 
British shares closed at 632 pence in 
London, up 21. 

Unilever also announced a 41.2 
percent rise in net profit for 1998, 
excluding extraonhnaiy items, to 
6.49 billion guilders. Those figures 
do not include capital gains booked 
in 1997 from die sale of the spe- 
cialty-chemical assets. Operating 
profit for the year rose 28.5 percent, 
to 9.72 billion guilders. 

Unilever has been trying to get rid 
of whar it considers ooncore assets 
to cut costs and focus on its strong 
stable of consumer-product brands. 

While some investors were glad 
to see Unilever spend the cash from 
the asset sale, others said they would 
rather have seen an acquisition to 
complement Unilever’s brand mix. 

“It's a bit strange, considering 
there are so many American compa- 
nies that could be bought,’ * said Henk 
Boom, who helps manage 1 billion 
euros ($1.1 billion) of stocks at Op- 
timix Vennogensbeheer in Amster- 
dam. “Takeovers are expensive but 
more worthwhile in the long term.” 

Bnt Unilever said that even after 
raying the dividend and allowing 
fora 100-for-l 12 reverse stock split, 
die company would still be able to 
make “major acquisitions,” though 
probably not right away. 

( Bloomberg , AFP, Reuters ) 
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Aires were not available 
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Very briefly: 

• Thomson -CSF, Europe's biggest defense-electronics 
maker, is seeking to buy back as much as 10 percent of its 
shares for 89S million enros ($987 million), and it said it may 
use the proceeds for acquisitions. 

• National Westminster Bank PLC’s pretax profit more 
than doubled in 1998 as a wide-ranging restructuring at the 
British leader helped cut costs. Earnings jumped to a record 
£2.14 billion ($3.47 billion) from £975 million in 1997. 

• Bayerische Hypo* & Vereuisbank AG's net profit more 
than doubled in 1998, to 3.8 billion Deutsche marks ($2.14 
billion) in 1998 from 1.8 billion DM a year earlier, but the 
results were swelled by gains linked to a share swap in the 
merger that formed Germany's second-largest lender. 

• RWE AG, Germany's second-largest utility, said first-half 
net income rose 15.2 percent, to 721 million DM, as one-time 
gains and cost cuts outweighed falling sales. 

■ Ciba Specialty Chemicals AG reported a worse- than- 
expected 1998 net loss of 739 million Swiss francs ($512 
million) and said it saw pressure on margins continuing. 

• Kvaerner ASA, Europe’s largest shipbuilder, posted a 
fourth-quarter loss of 416 milli on Norwegian kroner ($52.8 
million) as four of its six business units lost money. 

• Casino Guichard-Perrachon SA, France's third-largest 
publicly traded food retailer, said 1998 net income rose 27 
percent, to 1.42 billion francs ($238 million), helped by the 
purchase of two discount food retailers. 

• BG PLC, Britain’s gas-transportation company, said 
fourth-quarter net income more than quadrupled, to £271 
milli on ($441 million) from £67 millio n a year earlier. 

Bloomberg. Bridge News. Reuters 
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If Revenue Rises Only 38%, Look Out 

That Is the Bitter Lesson Learned by Dell Computer in a Sell-Off Week 


By Allan Sloan 

WwftlHjgton Post Service 

W ASHINGTON — For the last 
five years, Dell Computer 
Corp. has coined more money 
than the U.S. Mint. Making even Mi- 
crosoft Coip. look like a low flier, Dell's 
stock-market value has risen from less 
than Si billion in February 1994 to more 
than SI 00 billion now. 

its chairman. Michael Dell, who is all 
of 34 years old. has become one of the 
dozen richest people in the United 
Slates. And there are plenty of Del- 
lionaires keeping Michael company. 

Anyone lucky or farsighted enough to 
have plunked down $2,100 for 100 
shares of Dell on Feb. 18, 1994. now 
owns 3,200 shares worth nearly 
S272.000 at Monday’s closing price of 
$84,875 a share. 

A 129-to-l return in five years. Not 
too shabby. 

So why was there endless weeping 
and wailing about Dell on Wall Street 
last week? Because in early February 
Dell was selling for as much as $1 10. or 
30 percent higher than Monday's price. 

What happened? Did the company 
lose money? Did its profits drop? Did its 
computers become obsolete? Nope. The 
problem is that its revenue for the three 


months ended Jan. 29 was up only 38 
percent, less than the Street expected. 
Only 38 percent, a figure most compa- 
nies would kill for. 

So even though Dell’s profit per share 
for the quarter was up 55 percent, as 
Wall Street expected, the stock tanked. 

Massive selling drove it down by 
more than S20 a share, cutting its stock 
market value by about S25 billion. 

What kind of world are we living in 
when 38 percent sales growth whacks 

WALL STREET WATCH 

■ tens of billions of dollars off a com- 
pany’s stock-market value? A world in 
which fantasies and ridiculous expec- 
tations have driven prices of some mar- 
ket favorites to the moon. 

Proving, once again, that the stock of 
even a marvelous company can turn out 
to be a less- than -marvelous investment 
if somebody buys it at an insanely high 
price. 

Unlike ephemera, such as Internet 
stocks, where you are buying potential, 
hype and moonbeams, Dell is a real 
company with real revenue ($18.2 bil- 
lion in fiscal 1999) and serious profits 
(SI. 46 billion). 

Dell peddles made-to-order personal 
computers directly to consumers. In 


199S, it sold 7.77 million machines, ac- 
cording to International Data Corp. of 
Mountain View, California. But anyone - 
who thought that Dell's profits and stock 
price could continue expanding expo- 
nentially forever was ignoring the laws 
of numbers. ' 

Unless the law of gravity is repealed, 
it is impossible for Dell’s stock to rep- 
licate its performance over the last five 
years, which has seen its stock rise from 
66 cents, adjusted for stock splits, to its 
current level 

At Monday’s closing price, Dell’s 
1.27 billion shares were worth almost 
$108 bilGon. If the stock were to con- 
tinue risin g at the same rate for another 
five years, Dell would be worth more 
than 120 times what it was on Friday. 
Call it, conservatively, $12 trillion — 
more than the gross domestic product of 
the United States. 

Now, just for fun, let’s assume that 
Dell’s computer sales rise at a similar 
pace. The company would have to sell 
about 950 million computers in the year 
2003. That is almost one computer for 
every household in the world. In a word, 
notgonnahappen. 

None of this is to say that Dell is a bad 
company. Or that its stock price will not 
rise. But there is no way its sales, profits 
— and especially its stock price — can 
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Of Stock Through the Internet 

— ; . - with an on-line brokerage fimn, pwsibly 

Rv Jnseoh Kahn pwteiitv Investment Co.. 


keep rising at the rate that Wall Street 
has come to expect. 

Dell is one of the Big Four high-tech 
stocks that have been major factors in 
driving up the S&P 500 and the Nasdaq 
composite index over the last few years. 
One of the other stocks. Intel Corp., hit 
an air pocket recently, on fears of com- 
petition in the chip business. You have to 
wonder how long it will be before the 
other two, Microsoft and Cisco Systems 
Inc., have their own days of reckoning. 

These are all very fine, profitable, rap- 
idly growing companies. The problem is 
not the companies or the business, but 
their stockpnces. When your profits have 
to grow 50 or 75 or 100 percent a year, 
forever, to justify your stock price, sooner 
ex 1 later something has to go wrong. ■ 


By Joseph Kahn 

New Ky* Times Service 

NEW YORK— As every Wall Street 
firm struggles to figure out bow to play 
the Internet, an advantage may Be with 
those that, like fresh recruits to a mid- 
night poker game, have yet to put their 
chips on the-cable. 

Unlike its chief rivals, Goldman, 
Sardis & .Co. has never been a retail 
brokerage firm, meaning that it does not 
haveanamiyofbrokerssellingsrocfcsco 
the public. Only a year ago, Goldman 
was seen as lagging so for behind' Mor- 
gan Stanley Dean Witter & Co. and 
Merrill Lynch & Co. in the' lucrative 
retail business that it risked becoming a 
niche player in fmandnl maricets. The 
Internet could change all that- 

Goldman is now actively studying 
ways to become a retail broker using the 
Internet, people close to the firm said. One 
way would be to woik out a joint venture 
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FMR Corp.'s Fidelity Investment Co.. 
oSSwab Corp. 

Inc. Another way would be to create its 
own on-line brokerage offering- 

But the people close to the firm dis- 
missed as figWy ^likely 
that Goldman would buy ETrade or 
another publicly traded on-line leader, 
saying that sky-high stock market valu- 
ations of Internet companies role out a 
purchase of that kind. 

The strategy discussions are taking 
place as Goldman itself prepares to go 
public, reviving a plan that was shelved 

bst September amid world financial mar- 
ket turmoil. Unless the U.S. stock market 
undergoes a serious correction, Goldman 
will likely issue shares as early as late 
April, people at Goldman said privately; 

Going public and developing a 
strategy for the Internet are seen as sep- 
arate bur related activities, Goldman ex- 
ecutives said 
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Japanese Firm Scores a Hit With ‘Fingernail Art’ 


By Gary Schaefer 

Bloom fwg News 

TOKYO — The Japanese company 
that turned the photo booth into a social 
phenomenon thinks it has another win- 
ner on its hands. 

Atlus Inc., a small video-game maker 
based in Tokyo, hit it big four years ago 
when it rolled out a machine that re- 
produced the user’s likeness onto a sheet 
of tiny slickers. Print Club quickly be- 
came a cultural reference point for 
trendy Japanese teens, and profit at the 
company shot up 150-fold to 3.64 billion 
yen ($30 million) in the two years to 
March 1997. 

Now Atlus has fingered a concept that 


has investors imagining another Print 
Club: coin-operated nail an. 

NailMore will paint small designs 
onto fingernails with a precision ink jet 
for 150 yen a finger. Designs include 
more than 100 cute pictures and sayings 
— including “I'm looking for a boy- 
friend' ’ — and Atlus says future models 
will have an electronic sketch pad so that 
the digitally daring can design their 
own. 

“Girls can send messages to their 
sweethearts on their fingernails, and 
mothers and daughters might enjoy go- 
ing for matching designs,” said Kaoru 
Sakaida, a company spokesman. “We 
like to think of it as ’nail fun’ rather than 
‘nail an.’” 


But NailMore is no game to investors. 
Ados shares have skyrocketed 80 per- 
cent since news of the machine reached 
the market Feb. 16, closing Tuesday at 
1,590 yen, up 90 for the day. Bor shares 
still have a long climb to get back to the 
9,000 yen they attained in October 1997,- 
when die Print Club phenomenon was at 
its peak. 

Analysts gave the company high 
marks for originality in coming up with 
another form of coin-operated entertain- 
ment appropriate for -boutiques and other 
locations outside the smoky, ear-split- 
ting confines of video arcades. 

“Atlus took the game concept out of 
the game centers and put it into regular 
places,” said Lisa Spicer, who follows 


the company for WestLB Securities Pa- 
cific Ltd. “'They’ve got a lot of people 
thinking outside the box.” 

Atlus showed prototypes, at a trade 
show last week and will release ma- 
chines in the spring. People ai the show, 
including representatives of competing 
companies, lined up to get their nails 
done. 

Atlus rivals' cashed in on the photo- 
sticker fad with knockoffs, and a Sega 
Enterprises Ltd. spokeswoman at 
Amusement Expo 1999 could not hide 
her interest in NailMore. 

“I don't ' think we’d exclude the 
idea.” said Miyako Shimizu with a 
smile on her face — and a tiny black cat 
on her fingernail 
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Nash emphasized; and ETrade could 
easily handle its daily trade capacity. 
What was more, only me trading portion 
of ETrade did not weak; usees could 
still find stock quotes, financial news 
and other data. A reserve team of 40 
customer -service managers -was activ- 
ated downstairs, near the cot where Ms. 
Chrapaty often sleeps. 

The chief operating officer; Kathy 
Levinson, appeared on CNBC early in 
the afternoon. 

Mrs. Nash launched a crisis-specific 
e-mail address. She also, led a phone 
blitz, where company executives per- 
sonally called hundreds of- “high- 
volume” customers. 

Trading was halted for 75 minutes 
from 10:15 AJVf., New York time. The 
technical staff placed a 1 ‘patch” over the 
bad ccKfe to let trading resume. After the 
market dosed, technicians removed the 
bad code entirely — or so they thought 

They awoke to a bitter d£j& vu. Trad- 
ing was down again Thursday. 

■ ETrade blamed the trouble Thursday . 
on another “aftershock’ ’ from the Tues- 


day upgrade. Some of the troubled code 
had bled into the site's trading area 
a gain, although not all subscribers were 
affected this time. The crisis on Thurs- 
day lasted more than two hours. 

But that morning reporters were ask- 
ing about something else: The New Yorjc 
State attorney general's office had just 
announced it was investigating the on- 
line trading industry after dozens of 
complaints from customers. 
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“ETrade is cooperating fully with 
the investigation,’’ Mrs. Nash said in 
many variations Thursday. She empha- 
sized that New York was investigating 
several on-line brokers, not just 
ETrade, and that it was unrelated to that 
week’s troubles. 

Friday dawned with sublimely quiet 
and smooth e-trading. It all exploded 
again at 12:20 P.M. with a 29-minute 
interruption. “We believe we’ve got* it 
'• all feted,” Mrs. Nash told Bloomberg 
News. ‘.'But then again, we believed that 
this morning.” 

The dramas of Feb; 3, 4 and 5 offered 
a cautionary lesson in the fallibility of 
Internet commerce coupled with die vol- 
atility of stock-market livelihoods. 
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The New, Global HSBC Reflects a 20 - Year Transformation 


By Mark Landler 

Ww Hw* Times Service 

HONG KONG — Peering down 
from the 28th floor of the Hongkong 
&. Shanghai Banking Coip. buiUf 
ing, which resembles nothing so 
much as an urban oil rig, there is 
little doubt that die bank, one of the 
world's richest, was built on a gey- 
ser of wealth from this former Brit- 
ish colony. 

But as the bank announced its 
1998 earnings here Monday against 
the spectacuiarbackdrop of Victoria 
Harbor, one could not help won- 
dering: What ever happened to the 

, Hong Kong in Hongkong Bank!? 

t . For the first time, the bank’s Lon- 
don-based parent, HSBC Holdings 
PLC, reported its full-year earrings 
in U.S. dollars. HSBC executives 
said they would seek a listing on the 
New York Stock Exchange this year, 
in addition to the company’s 
in London and HongKong. Having 
U.S. shares would mak e ir easier for 
HSBC to acquire a bank in the United 
States should it desire to do so. ' 

And in the most symbolic an- 
nouncement, HSBC executives laid 
out plans to market the company's 
far-flung holdings — from British 
Bank of the Middle East to Marin* 
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Midland Banks-Ltd. in the United 
States — as a single entity. That 
ocans, as the company announced 
late last year, that the names of those 
holdings, including Hongkong 
Bank, will .all be . changed . to 

HSBC. 

In doing so, analysts said, HSBC 
is trying to fashion a global brand 
name to -compete with Citibank in 
many world markets. 

[A spokesman for Citigroup Inc., 
Citibank’s parent, said Tuesday it 
would build up its consumer tank- 
ing and other operations in South 
Korea with the goal of doubling 
market share, Bloomberg News re- 
ported from Seoul] 

A streamlined global HSBG is Che 
product of a two-decade transfor- 
mation from a local Hong Kong 
bank into the world’s frfth-largest 
bank by market value. Even amid 
Asia’s financial crises, HSBC has 
been among the world’s most prof- 
itable banks. 

“The group’s strategy of diver- 
sifying our assets has clearly been 
undertaken so that we don’t have too 
many eg$s in one basket,” said 
Keith Whitson, the chief executive 
of HSBC, in an- interview. “I thmlr 
the strategy has been vindicated by 
the events of the last 18 months.” 


If Hong Kong plays a lesser role 
in HSBC's public image these days, 
it may be because Hong Kong and 
Asia have gone from being the mo- 
tor chat drives HSBC to a shud- 
dering brake on the company. 

Thanks to a huge ingrease in pro- 
visions for bad loans at Hongkong 
Bank, HSBC’s overall net income 
'fell 21 percent, to S4.-3 billion, in 
1998. while profit rose 0.2 percent 
in Britain and 1 1 .8 percent in the 
United States, it plummeted 46 per- 
cent in Hong Kong. 

Five years ago, Hong Kong gen- 
erated two-thirds of die pretax profit 
of HSBC Group. 

In 1998, it generated just 37 per- 
cent. 

Indeed, 1998 was the first year in 
HSBC's history that its Hong Kong 
and Asian operations contributed 
less to overall profit, than its Euro- 
pean operations: 38 percent versus 
44 percent 

The results did not surprise ana- 
lysts. They were, however, a sober- 
ing .reminder that Asia's financial 
crisis is far from over. 

Although the bank said its mar- 
kets in Indonesia, Thailand and 
South Korea had bottomed out, it 
said h was still battling a rising tide 
of bad loans in Malaysia. Hong 


Kong and, to a lesser extent, 
China. 

“The Asian operations are the 
backbone of our group,” Mr. Whit- 
son said. “Burl don’t think anybody 
could have seen the dramatic de- 
valuations and downturns that 
we’ve experienced in this region.” 

In the last century, of course, the 
bonk has successfully weathered 
wars, revolutions and financial 
crises in Asia. It had been the dom- 
inant banking power in the booming 
trading city of Shanghai before the 
Communists took control in 1949 
and seized the bank's ornate office 
building for the local party 
headquarters. 

And while the bank is currently 
playing down its Asian roots, some 
analysts say that HSBC is poised to 
go on a shopping spree for dis- 
tressed banks in the region. HSBC's 
$700 million acquisition of a con- 
trolling interest in Seoulbank of 
South Korea, announced Monday, 
appears to be its first such deal 

Still, HSBC is clearly climbing 
out of the Asian trough and making 
itself a different company. By 
plunging into the American capital 
markets, HSBC is ready to stake its 
claim as a pre-eminent global bank. 

But first it must remake its in- 


Thai Central Bank 
Wants Lower Rates 

Bloomberg News 

BANGKOK — The central hnnlr 
called on commercial banks Tues- 
day to reduce lending rates — 
already at their lowest levels in al- 
most three decades — to help 
companies battle Thailand's deepest 
recession in a generation. 

Bangkok Bank PCL, Thailand's 
hugest bank, cut its best lending rate 
Tuesday to 9.75 percent from 105 
percent, while the third-ranked Thai 
Farmers Bank PCL lowered rates 
half a percentage point, to 95 per- 
cent, the lowest rate of any Thai 

bank. Still, the B ank nf T hailand says 

further cuts are needed. “The recent 
cuts in lending rates are not enough,* ’ 
the central bank governor, 
Chammongkol Sonaknl, said. 


Japan Bonds Tumble After Weak Auction 


CaiqxM by Our Satf Fnwrt Dispatrha 

TOKYO — Japanese bonds 
suffered their biggest loss in two 
-weeks Tuesday as an auction of 10- 
year bonds met weak demand 
ahead of a flood of new debt to fond 
programs to revive the economy. 

The sale of 1.4 trillion yen 
($1158 billion) in bonds was 
poorly received despite a series of 
government efforts to spark de- 
mand. The government reduced 
the size of the sale, cut overnight 
interest rates, and stepped up bond 
purchases, but still investors shied 
away from the auction. 

“The supply situation is still 
bad despite the government’s ef- 
forts, so I don’t feel like buying 


new 10-year bonds,” said Akinori 
Ito, chief portfolio manager at 
Nikko International Capital Man- 
agement Co., with assets of 900 
billion yen. 

Investors are wary because the 
Finance Ministry plans to flood the 
market with 71.1 trillion yen in 
bonds in the fiscal year starting 
April 1. Thar represents a 23 per- 
cent increase in bond sales from 
the current year. 

The sales are part of a spending 
program aimed at reviving the 
economy, which is projected to 
shrink 2.2 percent in foe year end- 
ing March 3 1. 

The benchmark No. 203 bond 
maturing in 2008 fell 0.96, or 479 


yen per 50,000 yen bond, to 
99563, the biggest decline since 
Feb. 5. That pushed the yield up 12 
basis points to 1.855 percent. 

The benchmark yield declined 
41 basis points in the previous five 
days after the central bank cut its 
target for the overnight lending 
rate between banks to 0.15 percent 
from 0.25 percent on. Feb. 12. 

The Ministry of Finance also 
had announced it would auction 
just 1.4 trillion yen of 10-year 
bonds this month, less than the 1.8 
trillion yen originally planned. In 
addition foe ministry plans to buy 
300 billion yen in bonds from the 
secondary market by the end of 
next month, i Bloomberg. AFP) 


temal culture. Long a bastion of 
Britons from elite" schools who 
presided over their Asian outposts 
almost like colonial governors, 
HSBC is now training specialists in 
growth areas such as personal 
wealth planning and credit cards. 

Although HSBC is still ruled by 
international officers — a corps of 
350 generalist bankers who can hop 
from Brunei to Buffalo, New York, 
with aplomb — it has begun to re- 
cruit outsiders from Citibank and 
McFCinsey & Co. 

“It's an evolutionary process,” 
said Roy Ramos, a banking analyst 
with Goldman, Sachs & Co. in Hong 
Kong. ”HSBC had a very inbred 
culture, and it worked. But they 
could use new blood.” 

HSBC's decision to sell its shares 
in New York has prompted spec- 
ulation that the company may hope 
to raise capital to acquire a' major 
American bank. Wells Fargo & Co. 
is foe most frequently mentioned 
candidate. 

‘ 'Everybody is trying to match us 
up with somebody; ii*s amazing,” 
Mr. Whitson said. “We're not about 
to go charging off just for the sake of 
making an acquisition or a merger. 
We’re very focused on shareholder 
value.” 


Ear ning s Halved 
For Matsushita 

Bloomberg News 

OSAKA. Japan — Matsushita 
Electric Industrial Co., the world's 
largest maker of consumer electron- 
ics, said Tuesday that third-quarter 
earnings fell almost by half because 
of sliding prices for computer dis- 
plays andnard-disk drives. 

Net income at the maker of 
Panasonic. National, 'Quasar and 
Technics brands slipped more than 
expected to 20.3 billion yen ($166.7 
million), in the October-December 
quarter, from 39 billion yen in the 
tike period in 1997. 

Sales shrank 7 percent to 1.94 
trillion yen. 

Matsushita forecast that earnings 
and sales will both decline further 
for the year ending March 31. 
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Very brieflys 

• Hong Kong consumer prices fell in Januarx for the third 
straight month, by 1.1 percent from a year earlier, and HSBC 
Holdings PLC is forecasting deflation for 1999 of 1.5 percent. 

• The Export-Import Bank of Japan signed contracts in 
Seoul to lend $1.05 billion to the South Korean energy compa- 
nies Korea Electric Power Corp. and Korea Gas Corp. 

• Taiwan's current-account surplus fell 77 percent, to 5525 
million, in the fourth quarter of 1 998 as exports to other Asian 
nations dropped. For all of 1998. foe surplus in goods, services 
and money transfers Slumped 55 percent, to S3.45 billion. 

• Thailand’s auto industry will see an increase in import taxe> 
on vehicle parts, but the government also said it would abolish 
content rules for cars and trucks assembled locally. 

• Philippine AirGnes Inc. agreed to resume payments to 
General Electric Capital Corp. and two other aircraft lessors, 
heading off attempts to seize much of its remaining fleet. 

• Deutsche Bank AG, Europe's second-biggest bank, hired 
Wei Ding from the World Bank to head its China business. 

• Solomon Lew, one of Australia’s richest men. raised hi* 
stake in Hoyts Cinemas Group, foe second-largest cinema 
company in Australia, to 5 percent. 

• Australian company profits rose 3.7 percent to a record 

13.25 billion Australian dollars (S8.3 billion) in the fourth 
quarter, above market expectations. bi.wiK - .v up 
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World Roundup 


Atlanta Offenses 
‘Not Worth Inquiry 9 

Olympics The U.S. Olympic 
Co mmi ttee intends to inform the 
International Olympic Committee 
this week that Atlanta officials who 
bid for the 1 996 Summer Olympics 
gave excessive gifts and airplane 
tickets to IOC members but that the 
USOC does not intend to Inves- 
tigate these improprieties, the or-' 
ganization’s top lawyer said. 

Atlanta bid officials “clearly vi- 
olated some rules,” Scon Black- 
mun. the USOC’s general counsel, 
said Monday. “Looking at the cost 
of this thing to us. I've recom- 
mended to our leadership here that 
our money is better spent on ath- 
letes and programs than it is on a 
whole new investigation of an or- 
ganization that doesn't exist any 
more." 

Blackmun also said the USOC, in 
response to a subpoena, has shipped 
22 boxes of records to the u.S. 
District Court in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, where a grand jury is ex- 
amining allegations of bribery in- 
volving former members of the Salt 
Lake City bid committee. (WP) 

• Sergio Santander, who faced 

expulsion from the IOC for his role 
in the Salt Lake City scandal, 
resigned Monday as president of 
Chile's national Olympic commit- 
tee. Santander, 72, has admitted 
receiving $4,700 from Tom Welch, 
former president of the Salt Lake 
City bid organizers, but called it a 
personal contribution to an unsuc- 
cessful political campaign in 1993. 
Santander cited medical reasons for 
stepping down. (AP) 

V iking s Coordinator Dies 

football Chip Myers, the Min- 
nesota Vikings offensive coordin- 
ator, has died of a heart attack, the 
team said Thursday. He was S3. 

Myers was promoted to offen- . 
sive coordinator just a month ago 
after Brian Billick left to coach the 
Baltimore Ravens. 

Myers was a receiver for eight 
years with the Cincinnati Bengals, 
and made the Pro Bowl once. 

A Minneapolis radio station re- 
ported that Myers died Monday 
night at his Minneapolis home. 

• The San Francisco 49ers traded 
Ty Detmer, a backup quarterback, 
to the expansion Cleveland 
Browns. The Browns gave die 
49ers a fifth-round draft pick and 
swapped fourth-round picks. Det- 
mer, 31, signed a seven-year, $14 
million contract with the Browns. 

• New Orleans on Monday ter- 

minated the contract of Heath 
Shuler, an underachieving quarter- 
back. (AP) 

Alou Could Miss Season 

baseball Moises Alou, an 
All-Star outfielder with the Hous- 
ton Astros, ripped up his left knee 
when he fell off a treadmill and is 
expected to miss most, if not all, of 
the season. (AP) 

Blackhawks Fire Coach 

ice hockey Dirk Graham was 
fired as coach of the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Monday. Assistant 
Lome Molleken took over as in- 
terim coach. Graham, 16-35-S in 
his first season as coach, will re- 
main with the organization. (AP) 

Ref Charged with Murder 

soccer A South African soccer 
referee appeared in court in Jo- 
hannesburg on Tuesday charged 
with murdering a player. Police 
said the incident occurred Sunday 
at a small stadium 180 kilometers 
(110 miles 1 northwest of Johan- 
nesburg in a match between the Try 
Agains and the Wallabies watched 
by 600 spectators. (AFP) 


Sports 
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Ali ’s Daughter Follows 
In Father’s Footsteps 

Tm Going to Be Like Dad’s Son That He 
Never Had — I’ve Always Been Aggressive’ 


By Timothy W. Smith 

New York Times Sen-ice 

LOS ANGELES — Laiia Ali went to 
her father's Beverly Hills hotel suite 
three weeks ago to get his blessing. She 
had decided she wanted to box, to follow 
in his footsteps and perhaps one day earn 
some six-figure purses. But Laiia Ali. 21 
years old and her hands already bearing 
the scars from her early work in the ring, 
did not know how to begin, and so she sal 
down across from her famous father and 
just blurted it out In one long stream. 

“Well, Daddy,” she said, recalling 
her conversation with her father. 4 *1 want 
to teU you I'm going into professional 
boxing, and I love you, and T want your 
support, and I want to tell you that even 
iff don't have your support. I’m going to 
do it anyway.” 

Muhammad Ali, his face an expres- 
sionless mask as the result of Parkin- 
son's disease, dropped his head and 
paused. “But 1 don't want you to get 
hurt,” Laiia Ali said her father told her, 
his voice barely above a whisper. 

"Daddy, I'm not going to get hurt," 
she said. “I'm going to be fighting wom- 
en. not men. And I have your genetics.'’ 

M uhamma d Ali laughed. Then, he 
asked his youngest daughter among nine 
.children to stand up and show him her 
best prefight stare-down. He told her to 
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Laiia All, Muhammad Alt’s daugh- 
ter, at a local gym in Los Angeles. 

keep her hands up, and the two. father 
and daughter, reluctant tutor and as- 
piring protfigd pretended to throw jabs 
at each other. 

"I’m going to be like Dad’s son that 
he never had, and I don’t mean to sound 
rude,’ ’ said Laiia Ali, whose older broth- 
er has shown no inclination to fight. 
"I’m the only one who can do it..Pve 
always been a big healthy girl. I’ve al- 
ways been aggressive.” 

The prospect of Laiia Ali. a woman 
with a marketable name but no proven 
skills, becoming a professional boxer 
raises many questions. Boxing talent is 
not a surefire inherited trait, and because 
she has yet to throw a punch, it is im- 
possible to know whether she will be a 
star or a flop. 

Christy Martin, the top female boxer 
in the game, said Ali could be a great 
bonus for the sport. Martin earns 
$100,000 to $150,000 a bout, while fe- 
male boxers at the start of their careers 
typically make about $200 a round. 

“If she has to use her father's name, 
that’s absolutely fine.” Martin said. “If 
you have a break, use it to its fullest” 

“ She is Muhammad Alt's daughter," 
she added, “and that's fine. If it were 
Muhammad Ali’s son. he'd get the same 
breaks as she would.” 

“But at some point, she’s got to prove 
that she can fight,” Martin said “It 
won’t last long if she can’t fight.” 

At 5 feet 10 inches tall ( 1.78 meters) 
and 160 pounds (73 kilograms). Laiia 
Ali is statuesque: She can be both petu- 
lant and playful, but there is no hint of 
insincerity in her expressive eyes. If her 
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boxing is a publicity stunt, she is going to 
great lengths to pull it off. 

“She comes to die gym every night 
like clockwork,” said Richard Alien, the 
owner of the LA. Boxing Gym, where 
die lightweight world champion, Shane 
Mosley, works oul “She really works 
hard. She wants to leam. And she’s not a 
prima donna.” 

Right now. her biggest opponent is a 
heavy bag, and she admits she is a neo- 
phyte. She said she wants to box because 
it is in her blood and she believes she has 
a natural appetite and ability. Her trainer, 
Kevin Morgan, agrees. 1 He thinks Ali. 
who runs a beauty salon as her day job. 
will be ready for her first professional 
bout in about six months. 

Ijila Ali is one of two daughters 
Mohammad Ali had with his second 
wife, Veronica. The two divorced when 
Laiia was 7. She never saw her father 
box in person, and she has few memories 
of living under die same roof with him. 

But by boxing, Laiia Ali believes that 
her father will gain a greater appre- 
ciation for her as his child. 

“He’s naturally goihg to see himself 
in me," she said adding, “For the first 
time, I think he actually can see that this 
is my child." 

Her deiermination to fight with or 
without his approval, she said under- 
scored that sense of recognition. “Dad 
never listened to anybody,” she said 
with a smile. “So what can he say?'’ 

Indeed her father's approval is 
grudging, at best. A longtime friend of 
Muhammad Ali, who declined to be 
identified said he had once asked him 
what he would do if his oldest son, Ibin 
Muhammad now 25. wanted. to box. .. 

“He said first he would try everything 
he could to talk him out Of it and then 
he'd do everything he could to help 
him,” the friend said. “I would think 
he's probably on that first stage with 
T -aiia right now. He probably wants to 
see how she's going to look in her first 
couple of bouts." 

Thefriend also said that as of two years 
ago Ali had opposed female boxing be- 
cause it went against his Muslim beliefs. 
Ali also was not keen on the decision of 
another daughter, Miriam, to be a stand- 
ing comedian. Lonnie Ali, die former 
champion’s wife, said the elder. Ali had 
no comment on Laila’s decision to box. 

'‘Don't read anything into that,’ ’ Lon-* 
nie Ali said of her husband’s lack of 
public comment "This is something 
that Laiia wants to do. It has nothing to 
do with Muhammad.” 

"He told me that it was a dirty busi- 
ness,” Laiia Ali said. “He let me know 
it's a hard business, and he let me know 
that he supported me. That was my main 
concern.” 

Laiia Ali said that she and her sister, 
Hana, grew up in Malibu. California, 
with their mother but that she was always 
trying to escape her neighborhood's 
comforts. She said she had several street 
fights growing up, mainly after ven- 
turing into tougher neighborhoods. 

"I was one of those kids who was 
trying to get into the ghetto when every- 
one else was Dying to get out, because I 
wanted to experience the other side,” 
she said. "When people find out you’re 
Muhammad Ali’s daughter, they try to 
take advantage of you. I never backed 
down from a fighL” She is convinced, 
then, that she can at least take a punch. 

"We all know that 1 can get my eyes 
busted and my nose broken no matter 
who I’m fighting,” she said. “Hope- 
fully, it won’t happen. But if it does, it’s 
just boxing. And if it bothers me that 
much, I can get plastic .surgery." 

The prospect of pain does not deter 
her, nor does her father's physical con- 
dition. His illness has reduced his speech 
to a whisper and has given him tremors, 
and bis daughter is convinced there is a 
direct link from his fight career to his 
physical limitations. But she said she 
had no intention of taking as much pun- 
ishment as her father took. 
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Alien Iverson of the 76ers slicing between Vitaly Potapenko, left, and 
Danny Ferry of the Cavaliers to put up a shot in the second quarter. 


Lockout and Defense Put 
NBA in Scoring Drought 


By Mike Wise 

Sew York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Vin Baker, the 
Seattle SuperS onics' all-star forward 
and a 62 percent free-throw shooter, 
missed his first 18 attempts this season. 

After die' 19th shot rattled round the 
rim and in during the seventh game of 
the season. Baker felt be had rid hims elf 
of an enormous burden. 

The fact that a National Basketball 
Association player wonld be delighted at 
making a free throw may seem ridicu- 
lous to most fans, but it is becoming the 
way of life in die post-lockout NBA, the 
league that can'tshoot straight - - 

Overall scoring has been declining 
each season in the 1990s, but new marks 
for offensive facility are being set in this 
shortened season. 

“Well, we’re not scoring a bunch of 
points, are we?” said a deadpan Rod 
Thom, the league’s senior vice president 
for basketball operations. “Wait a 
month or so to gauge where we {eally 
are. It’s still early.” 

But even Thom, who was in charge of 
implementing four rule changes before 
the 1997-98 season that were aimed at 
improving the overall quality of play 
(rend: kick-starting stagnant offenses}, 
has to be concerned after two weeks. 

Teams are averaging 90.9 points a 
game, down from 95.6 last season. The 
1993-94 season average was 101.5 
points a game. 

Ten teams are averaging fewer than 
90 points, and only one — the Sac-_ 
ramento Kings — is averaging more 
than 100. What is more, three teams last 
week set regular-season franchise scor- 
ing lows, including one of the NBA's 
best passing teams, the Utah Jazz. 

The Detroit Pistons set franchise lows 
twice recently, scoring 69 points in a loss 
one New York Knicks and then 64 on 
Sunaky in a loss to San Antonio. And the 
Philadelphia 76ers, featuring the elec- 
trifying guard Allen Iverson, failed to 
reach 70 points in back-to-back games 
last week. 

Nowhere was the problem more ev- 
ident than at Madison Square Garden, 
where the Knicks and the Chicago Bulls 

— the NBA's two lowest-scoring teams 

— got together for an Eastern Con- 
ference scrum. The Knicks won a hor- 
rendous display of basketball, 79-63. 
bolding the Bulls to a franchise-tying 
low. 

It was the fourth time in nine games 
that New York had held an opponent to 
fewer than 70 points. ‘ 

Either there is some incredible de- 
fense being played or NBA players have 
suddenly become more proficient ar 
chipping paint off the rim. 

“it's the long layoff, which leads to 
lack of skills and conditioning and the 
compressed schedule, which means 
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more fatigue,” Knicks Coach Jeff Van 
Gundy said. “Also, too, the fact that 
defease- is always ahead of offense in 
every sport has an effect. I think scoring, 
will pick up.. It’s just a matter of 
when.” 

' The main culprit seems to be the labor 
dispute, which forced the league and the 
players union to cram 50 games into 89 
days — and three games into three nights 
on some occasions. - . 

The abbreviated two- week training 
camp and major roster changes have 
added to the poor quality of play. 

Netdesome injuries, too, have jplagued 
die league, with prolific scorers such as 
Charles Barkley and Glep Rice sidelined 
for at least another few weeks. 

Utah's 7 1-56 loss to Seattle last Tues- 
day was clearly the result of a tired and 
sore team unable to put the ball in the 
basket. Coming off an overtime victory 
at home the night before, the veteran 
Jazz travejed to Seattle for its fourth 
game in six nights without the banged- 
up starting guard Jeff Homacek. 

Baker was one of several players who 
showed up at training camp 15 pounds 
overweight 

The Bulls are indicative of chemistry 
problems; fans can hardly make out who 
the new-look Bulls are without a pro- 
gram. ... 

Teams are simply shooting worse 
than they were last season, too. 

Field-goal percentage is down more 
than two percentage points overall, from 
45 percent last season to 42.6 percent 
this season. 

“I think die trend in the league — 
notwithstanding that this season is an 
aberration - — is that there are fewer and 
fewer shots, and fewer and fewer points 
scored,” Thom said. “I think it says a tot 
about the caliber of ^defenses. There 
aren’t many teams that get shots off in 
the early part of the shot clock. Teams 
are usually running patterns that take 
between 16, 17 and 24 seconds. Con- 
sequently, there aren't as many shots 
taken. 

“It's become a possession game,” 
Thom added. “Coaches are caughmp in 
not wanting turnovers: ‘Don't push It up 
the floor. .Get the best shot you can.’ ” . 

-Van Gundy does not totally agree, 
contending that teams want to run more, 
but they simply cannot Two years ago, 
he was also a harsh critic of new rules, 
saying at the time, * ‘Unfortunately in the 
NBA at.this point we’re trying to make . 
up rules to hide deficiencies of play- 
ers.” 

“They know bow hard it is to score in 
a half-court offense, and they’d like to 
get easy baskets," he said Monday. 
“But people are putting two and three 
players back in transition. The good 
teams aren’t going to let you run the ball 
consistently. They're going to get back 
and make you play half-court.” 


A Hand, and 

Rodman Is 

On the Way 

The Associated Press ■ 

-- On a strange day in the- Nation^ : 
Basketball Association, one oi me 
strangest events took place well away 
from any basketball court. 

In Beverly Hills, California, Dennis 
Rodman, the free-agent forward, was w 
front of the cameras again Monday, 
acting as he always does. . 

■At a news: conference. called bj me 

seven-time -defending rebounding 
champion to announce his intention ot 
joining the Los Angeles Lakers, Rod- 
man was tearful, vulgar, flamboyant and 

NBA RooNPur 

.-flustered as he said he planned to be in 
uniform. alongside Sbaquille O. Neal and 
Kobe Bryant soon. . 

A source close to Rodman said late 
Monday that while a contract had nor 
been finalized, the deal was basically 
done. The source also said that Rodman. 

37, expected to make his debut with the 

Lakers on Friday night against the Los 
Angeles Clippers. The Lakers issued a 
statement minutes after the news con- 
ference ended, saying they hoped to 
have Rodman signed and in uniform 
"very soon.” 

"What will make me happy is if I can 
bring this city a ring just like I did in 
Chicago,” Rodman said. “I’m here just 
because I want to make people happy. 1 
miss entertaining. I miss entertaining for 
the people. I play for the people, I give 
the people what they want” 

"I’m not happy at all,” he said, 
referring to the fact that the Lakers could 
offer him only, a $1 million veterans' 
minimum, which would be prorated to • 
under $500,000 because of the shortened 
season and die games he has missed. 

“Hedoesn’t have any money." Rod- 
man's sister said before the forward 
abruptly ended the proceedings. * • 

The Lakers could have used Rodman x* 
against the Nuggets on Monday night as ^ 
O’Neal and Elden Campbell fouled out 
before Los Angeles lost, 117-113, in 
: -overtime in Denver. 

' Nick Van Exel, the Denver guard who 
was discarded by the Lakers last sum- 
mer,, shot l-for-12 in regulation but 
scored seven points in the extra period as 
Denver won for- just the second time this 
season. The Lakers, playing the second 
of three road games in. three nights, 

• dropped to 6-5. 

“I’m hoping that this is going to give 
us a boost, because we need one,” the 
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On a Streak, Capitals Beat Maple Leafs 


The Associated Press 

The Washington Capitals seem to 
have recovered from their Stanley Cup 
hangover. The Capitals, who lost to pe- 
troit in last year's final, struggled for the 
first half of the season but they have put 
themselves back in sight of a playoff spot 
by winning eight of their last 1 1 games. 

Washington started the! season win- 
ning only seven of its first 22 home 
games, but its 4-3 victory over the 
Toronto Maple leafs on Monday night 
was its fifth straight at home. . 

. Mike Eagles scored the tie-breaking 
goal with 13:57 left, and James Black 
added an insurance goal with 1 1:12 re- 
maining for the Capitals, whose recent 
surge has lifted them within four points 
of the Florida Panthers for the final 
Ostein Conference' playoff spot 


“It’s ahuge win," Capitals coachRon 
Wilson said. “Every team you play how, 
they’re battling for their position in the 
standings and we’re battling for ours.” 

. Devils' 3, Lightning 2 Brian Ralston 
scored twice and Martin Brodeur 

NHL Roonpiiii 

stopped 26 shots to help New Jersey win 
in Tampa. 

Roiston opened the scoring at 17: 10 of 
the first period and pur the Devils ahead 
3-2 with 4:54 left in die second period. 

Brodeur stopped Benoit Hogue on a 
first-period breakaway 'and stopped 
Chris Gratton. and Darcy Tucker from 
point-blank range in the second period. 

Pnngiun* 4, Coyotes 1 lan Morah’s 
shor from beyond the red. line eluded 


Nikolai Khabibulin, the Phoenix goalie, 
to set Pittsburgh on course for victory. 

Jaronur Jagr, the league scoring lead- 
er, was held scoreless for the second 
night, but the Penguins still 
stopped a three-game losing streak. 

5m Barnes had a two-goal game and 
Alexei Morozov also scored for the Pen- 
S^BS- 

Hon s, Kings i Pavol Demiira had 

SL S riS S t an if lwo assists “ Sr - toS 

ext&Ried its home unbeaten streak over 
Los Angeles to -seven games. 

sJrf"”** ^"S* 9 **" 2 1x1 Calgary Corv 
Stfllman and Phil Housley 

^ beatNew Yo* 
StxUman and Housley scored in both 
the second and third periods 
Ftames «tended their unbeaten strai^o 
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will help. We need help as a team. He is- 
a high-energy player.” 

Timberwoivws 95, Spurs 89 In Min- 
neapolis, Kevin Garnett, Stephon Mar- 
bury and Joe Smith combined for just 
five points in the fourth quarter, but Sam 
Mitchell scored 12 and Malik Sealy had 
nine as the Wolves extended the best 
start in franchise history. 

Magic 107, Kings 96 In Orlando, the 
surprising Atlantic Division leaders shut 
down Sacramento's entertaining rookie, 
limiting Jason Williams to seven points 
and seven assists. 

Nick Anderson scored a season-high 
30 points, Penny Hardaway had 23 
points and eight assists and Anderson 
and Darrell Armstrong hit clutch 3- 
pointers down the stretch after the Magic 
squandered most of a lJ-point lead. 

76am loe. Cavalier* 97 Allen Iverson 
scored 37 points as Philadelphia won on 
the road. Iverson, who lit up the Cavs for 
a career-high 50 on April 12, 1997, 
scored 16 points in the third quarter as 
the Sixers opened an eight-point lead 
entering the final period. 

Sun* ioi. Mavericks 83 In Phoenix, 
Jason Kidd had 17 points, 12 assists and 
10 rebounds despite the flu as he posted 
his third triple-double in five games and 
tiie 23d of his career. 

Jan 106 , cuppers 89 Shartdon An- 
derson scored 13 of his 17 points in the 
second quarter as Utah beat Los Angeles 
at home to improve its league-best re- 
cord to 9-1. 

Bulls 77, Hawks 68 Chicago won in 
Atlanta in an atmosphere decidedly dif- 
ferent from the previous time the Bulls 
were in town. During the Michael 
Jordan farewell tour last season, the 
Stills drew an NBA record crowd of 
6ZD46 at the Georgia Dome. On Mon- 
day, the crowd was 8,258 

Mark Bryant scored 16 points. Toni 
Kukoc and Randy Brown had 1 1 each 
and Ron Harper added 10 for the Bulls 
( 2 - 8 ). 
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SPORTS 


Pretnar’s 2d Run 
Wins Slalom Gold 


^ ( .(‘jfvix Blistering Pace Vaults Her to Top 


The Associated Press 

ARE, Sweden — Spela 
Prctnar of Slovenia toned in 
a blistering second run in dif- 
ficult snow conditions to win 
a women’s World Cup slalom 
under the lights Tuesday 
night. 

Precnar, who was ninth 
after the first run, had a com- 
^Vbined rime of 1 minute. 26.93 
^seconds down Gastrappet, the 
only illuminaied slalom and 
giant slalom course approved 
by the International Ski Fed- 
eration. 

It was sweet revenge for 
the young Slovenian, who 
came close to winning the 
event in the recent World Ski 
Championships at Vail, Col- 
orado, where she skied out 
late in the second run. 

Trine Bakke of Norway, 
who led after the first run, 
finished second, 18 hun- 
dredths of a second behind 
Prctnar. 

Anja Paerson, the 17-year- 
old Swedish sensation, was 
third, .25 behind. Fellow 
Swede Pemilla Wiberg, nin- 
r \ nenip in the world champi- 
v onship slalom, was another 
one-hundredth behind in 
fourth place. 

■ Alsgaard Is Victor 

Thomas Alsgaard of Nor- 
way, the Olympic champion, 
won the men’s 15-kilometer 
freestyle pursuit in the Nordic 
Ski World Championship on 
Tuesday, edging Finland's 
Mika My llylae by 0.7 seconds 


in blizzard conditions. The 
Associated Press reported 
from Rsmsau, Austria. 

Earlier, Italy’s Stefania 
Belmondo woo her 
gold medal of the week, tak- 
ing the women’s 10-kilome- 
ter freestyle pursuit. 

Alsgaard was 15th in the 
lO-kilometer classical leg 
Monday, which also served as 
the first leg of die pursuit. He 
started the pursuit 57 seconds 
behind My llylae, the 10-ki- 
lozneter and 30-kilometer 
winner. 

But Alsgaard steadily cut 
the deficit and caught up with 
My llylae and Bjorn Daehlie, 
(he Norwegian multiple 
Olympic champion, around 
die 1 2th kilometer. As Als- 
gaard surged ahead. My llylae 
stayed with him, bat Daehlie 


dimmed behind. 
’’Once I cauj 


‘ Once 1 caught up with 
Myliylae, my tacti c was to 
stay behind and rest and sprint 
in the home stretch,” Als- 
gaard said. 

The plan worked, just as it 
did for Alsgaard in the 1998 
Olympics, when he edged 
Daehlie at die finish line. 
Myliylae was unable to push 
ahead as the two sprinted 
home next to each other. 

Daehlie, the eight-time 
Olympic champion and the 
most successful cross-coun- 
try skier ever, finished sixth. 

Alsgaard finished in 41 
minutes, 35.9 seconds, for a 
combined time of 1:05:54.9. 
Fulvio Valbusa of Italy was 


VMM 






third, 22.7 seconds behind 
“Before the race, I didn't 
think it was realistic to think 
of die gold,” Alsgaard said 
“I just tried to run at my 
speed.” 

Myliylae was upset about 
racing in blizzard conditions. 

“My opinion is that we 
should not have raced” he 
said “I wasn't happy. But it 
wasn’t why I lost Thomas 
was modi stronger today and 
earned his gold medaL” 
Belmondo, who also won 


FIFA Shows Who’s the Big Boss 


Agracr ftucc-Fievw 

Stefania Belmondo celebrating her victory in the 
women's 10-kilometer freestyle pursuit in-Ramsau. 


the opening women’s L 5 -ki- 
lometer race, made her move 
just after passing the halfway 
marie and kept up the pace until 
she crossed me finish line with 
an Italian flag in her hand . 

“It was a tough race, but I 
am very hippy about' die way 
it turned out,” said Belmondo, 
the 30-kilometer champion in 
(he 1992 Olympics. 

Nina Gavrinuk of Russia 
finished second, 28.9 seconds 
back, and Irina Taranenko- 
Terelia of Ukraine was third 


Iraemaioaal Herald Tribune 

L ONDON — If the law according 
to the Dickens character Mr. 
Bumble is “a ass ... a idiot,” what 
does that make the keepers of die law? 

In soccer the caricature penned by 
Charles Dickens more than a century ago 
seems appropriate. FIFA, which governs 
soccer in 203 countries, hastened to 
praise the decision of England's Foot- 
ball Association to replay a cup gam e in 
which Arsenal beat Sheffield United by 
a goal tint breached an unwritten code of 
sportsmanship. “A wonderful gesture." 
said Sepp Blatter, the FIFA president, 
“in the best spirit of the game.” 

The rcmafch was set for Tuesday. 
Players were primed to play the game 
again in die true spirit of sportsmanship. 
Police officers were drafted to secure the 
stadium and the streets around Arsenal's 
Highbury home in north London. Some 
38,000 tickets were printed and sold — at 
half price — and 6,000 Sheffield folk 
negotiated time off work or off school 
and set aside their savings for the costly 
business of repeating the nearly 640- 
kilometer (400-mile) round trip for a Cup 
match annulled by common consent. 

But last Saturday, at a meeting of the 
International Board, the ultimate council 
of soccer law, Michael Zen-Ruffinen. 
once a referee and recently elevated by 
Blaner > to be FIFA general-secretary', 
blew die whistle on those, including his 
boss, who had been quick to praise this 
rebirth of Corinthianism. 

FIFA, Zen-Ruffinen declared, needed 
clarification of what law England’s FA 
applied to sanction the gesture made by 
Areenal and accepted by Sheffield. And 
FIFA, having done nothing for a week, 
proposed an Emergency Committee to 
decide whether to allow the English the 
honor of replaying a game unique in the 
history ofa competition begun 127 years 
ago — long before FIFA invented it- 
self. 

“There are a number of possible out- 
comes,” Zen-Ruffinen suggested, “and 
one of them is that the replay will be 


Vantage Point/ Rob Hughes 


canceled.” Mr. Bumble lives. The emer- 
gency session began Monday afternoon, 
after the Sheffield team had started its 
journey to London, after the fans, who 
should matter to this sporting industry, 
made their arrangements. 

It continued in Zurich long into Mon- 
day evening while, apparently, senior 
FIFA members upbraided Blatter for 
applauding English fair play without 
consulting the body of FIFA opinion. In 
London, the FA breathed defiance and 
Arsenal suggested that, with or without 
blessing from on high, it would play the 
match a second time or withdraw from 
the competition. 

This weird tale began after a Sheffield 
player had been injured and the ball was 
kicked out of play so he could receive 
first aid. By custom. Arsenal should 
have thrown the ball back to Sheffield at 
the restart; instead Nwankwo Kanu and 
Marc Overmars took advantage of Shef- 
field’ s expectation of fair play and 
scored. 

No written law was broken, but the 
accepted spirit of fair play was. So Ar- 
senal offered the replay and, to popular 
acclaim, it was agreed. However, dissent 
grew because of fears of setting a pre- 
cedent and because some FIFA exec- 
utive committee members decided to 
show that they, not the ancient Football 
Association in London, are the lords of 
soccer law. 

Finally, and, we are told, narrowly, 
word came Monday evening, that FIFA 
conditionally consented to the replav 
Tuesday. The condition bound both 
teams to sign a declaration that the orig- 
inal result stands in the record books but 
that they accept the outcome of the re- 
match as decisive for qualification for 
die next round. 

I think FIFA wasted the emergency 
session. The replay may have been im- 
pulsively agreed — and impulse makes 
questionable law — but once announced 


it had to stand. Imagine the repercussion, 
in terms of real law, had the game been 
canceled at the 1 1 th hour and someone 
had been hurt in the pursuant anger of the 
people. 

The pity is that FIFA could have used 
its meeting for something which de- 
serves higher priority. Young players 
around the globe are preparing " for 
FIFA’s world Under-20 championship 
in Nigeria in April.The dangers to their 
health are grave. This is neither the first, 
time Nigeria has been promised the 
event, nor the first fears that instability' 
and disease make Nigeria an irrespon- 
sible choice of venue. 

Players of Leeds United — the Eng- 
lish again! — were withdrawn from se- 
lection during the weekend. 

“It’s not a football decision. “ said 
David O'Leary, the Leeds manager. “The! 
board decided not to release any of our 
players. If FIFA says we can’t use (hem 
here while the tournament is on. we’re not 
worried, but the welfare of those players' 
has to be our first concern.'* 

Leeds is a team built on youth. Five of 
its starlets were chosen, by England or. 
Ireland, for the Nigeria* tournament.- 
There is disquiet over recent kidnappings,, 
fear over repons of military and police 
harassment, alarm over British Foreign 
Office advice to beware crime and not to 
take internal flights in Nigerian, where; 
aircraft maintenance is' suspect. 

Africa is important to soccer. It is a; 
basin of emerging talent in need of help 
and hop e. Its votes helped elect the last- 
two FIFA presidents. Bur Nigeria, which! 
invested $100 million in infrastructure 
and was then deprived of the 1995 Under- 
20 -tournament at short notice after out- 
breaks of cholera and meningitis, was 
deemed potentially harmful to health. 
There are fears over both diseases again. 

Rob Hughes is the chief sports writer 
of The Times of London. 
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BASKETBALL 


NBA Standings 


.... , . . Ortamto 9 

1 Miami 6 

. > -J New York 6 

* PhBatWpSta 5 

Washington 4 

Boston 3 

New Jersey 2 
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AST 2 
-500 3V, 

500 3V4 

J75 4» 


Indiana 

Milwaukee 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Detroit 

Toronto 

Chicago 

Charlotte 


CBHTRALOmmOH 
7 3 .700 

5 3 .£25 

6 4 MO 

5 4 5S6 

4 6 <400 

3 5 J75 

2 8 200 

1 7 .125 


£25 X 
£00 1 
SS6 1% 


Utah 9 

Minnesota 8 

Houston 6 

San Antonio 5 

Vancouver 3 

Denver 2 

Dallas 2 
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8 2 £00 1 

6 4 -600 3 

5 6 455 4VS 

3 6 333 5V, 

2 8 JOO 7 

2 9 .182 7Vk 
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Seattle . 7 

Portland 6 

Phoenix 6 

LA. Lakers 6 

Saanmanto 5 
Golden Stale 4 
LA. Cflppers -0 


J78 — 

JSO VI 
MO 1H 
545 2 

500 2% 

M0 3% 


, I uwen • v a JMI an 

I r MOHMrnnu* 

’ PMvUphfa M 22 30 26-106 

Cleveland 3* 28 24 35— 97 

P; Iverson 12-22 10-1237# Geiger 8-102-2 1ft . 
c- Anderson 7-1 1 14-1528, Kemp 8-17 7-9 23. 
Rebouud s Ph ftntelp M a 45 {Iverson 71 
Cleveland 42 (Kemp 9). Anfctx — . 
PMtodetphta 24 (iwnaft Snow 91, Cleveland 
21 (Andenon KD. 

■ Odessa 29 23 10 IS- 77 

Atlanta 14 23 IS 16-4* 

CBtyunl 7-9 2-31 & Kufcoc 5-13 Mil. Brown. 
5-8 1-2 IV A: Henderson 5-T2 6-6 16 Long 5- 


103-3 13 Rebounds— Chicago 53 (KukoclO), 
Atlanta 53 (Henderson 15). Assists — 
Chicago 20 (Kukoc Aflataa 10 (Blaylock, 
Johnson 35. 

Sacrmnaiita 37 If 20 20- 96 

Orlando 29 20 22 25—107 

S: Webberll-20 04) 22, WUksnson 8051-1 17t 
0: Anderson 12-18 M3& Hardawayll-2! 1-2 

23. Rrtomds - Soaoroerto 42 (Webber 13). 
Ortando 49 (Grant 14). Assists— Sacramento 
24 (WOtoras 7), Orta ijdo 28 (Armstrong 11). ' 
SanAatenlo 20 20 26 23- 09 

Mkaeseta 20 27 24 20- 95 

SA: Johnson 1 (M 80-0 2& Robinson 6-9 5-10 
17) M: Mltchefi 7-103417. Mmbwy 6-1666 
16. Rebeands— San Antonio 59 (Rsbtaon 
1 7), Minnesota S3 (Garnett 1 1 ) . Assists— San 
Antonio 23 (Johnson SJ, M in ne so ta is 
(Garnett, Mart) ury 6). 

LA. Lifter* 38 28 32 16 9-113 

Denser 38 23 17 26 U-117 

LAj ONeot 12-19 4-10 2R Bryant 8-15 9-11 
2& DtMcOyess 8-156-1022, LaFrertz 6-97- 
8 2a BMpt 6-15 44 gmebo m n h LA. 
Lakers 60 (Bryant 13L JJenver 58 ayicDyass 
161. Assists— LA. Latere 24' (Bryant 9), 
Denver 23 (Van Exel 13). 

ULCSppan 24 38 13- 34- 89 

Ittdl 29 31 22 22-404 

UL: Taylor 6-14 54 17. Robinson 7-1 0 03 1 7, . 
Murray 2-9 08 lZUiMaJotw 7-14-69 20 
Anderson 6-11 5-7 17. Rabeunds-LA. 
CBppers 51 (WrigW11),Utoh54(M<donalG). 
Assists— LA. Cippers 19 (Martin 4), Utoh 30 
(Stockton 8). 

Dda IS 26 30 22-82 

Pboerd x - 21 26 22 28-101 

D: CabaOa* 9-16 04) 21, Fhdey 6-162^17) P: 
Chapmen 7-12 2-2 18, Mormhw 7-fl 3-4 17. 
Rebounds— Dcflas 47 (Bradcy 7), Phoenix 
45 OOdd 149. AMbtv— Data 20 (Pack U 
Phoeota31 (KlddlZ). 

113 . Com coc Scores 

• MONDAY RESULTS ' 

Men 

TOPS* 

Ne.4 cam. OM) beat Pnwfdenee 72-65. 

ii» — up couaeis 
Vdpwdso 74 Belmont 42 
Bradley 5AS.!Wnoi8 56 . 

Oatghtan 76> WtoWa St 6S 
Indiana St. S5, Ittwfc 5t 64 ‘ 


Kansas 67, Oklahoma St. 66. OT 
N. Iowa 83. Drake 57 
Texas Christian 76 UNLV 72 

TheAPWo«en*sTop 25 

The top 25 reams In The AP*i women's 
college bosbatboB pal, aMi istptace votes 
bi peranrhee— . r aoorde through Feb- 21. 
total pobiti hesad on previous ranking: 

Record Pts Pv 

1. Purdue (38) 251 1,021 2 

2. Tennessee (I) 252 973 1 

1 Lovtskmo T«± (1) 22-2 951 3 

4. Colorado St (1) 27-1 893 4 

5 0M Dominion 27-3 842 5 

6. ComecAcift 234 802 6. 

7. Rutgers '244 775 7 

8. Duke 23-5 710 I 

9. VugMoTadi 251 674 10 

10. Notre Pome 22-3 651 9 

11. Texts Tech 23-3 633 11 

12. UCLA 20-6 478 13 

IX North Corolno 244 464 12 

14. Georgia 21-5 441 14 

15. Peaa.5t,, .. 204 432 16 

liCtorasoo 21-5 423 14 

17-LSU 204 417 23 

IftOragon . - 224 324 18 

Tf.VbgWo 157 304 17 

20.IOOTSL 155 288 19 

21. USB 21-3 259 20 

22. Kanaas 20-7 137 21 

21 Auburn 157 113 22 

24. Alotamc 17-9 57 25 

25. Flo. Intetnaftonal 204 46 23 

Ottwra racoMig votes: Tutor* 36. Toledo 
33, SW Missouri St. 30. OndnnatJ 19, W. 
Kentucky 17. Boston College 16. Marquette 

16. Texas 16, Artzana 6. Stanford 6. St 
Mary* Col 5, Arkansas 4 Utah 4 lIBnote 1 
Kentucky X George Washington l, St 
Joseph* I.Xovfer'I. 


CE HOCKEY 


NHL STAHDWas 


ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W L T- PIS GF CA 
Ptfladeiphia 30 14 13 73 178 122 

New Jersey 32 20 7 71 174 149 

PtttsbiBph 31 18 7 69 777 151 


N.Y. Rangers 23 28 7 53 160 InS 

MY. Islanders IB 34 7 43 139 178 

NORTHEAST MVBION 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Ottawa 32 16 B 72 164 178 

Torardo 32 21 4 68 184 172 

Buffalo 27 19 II 65 156 124 

Boston 23 24 9 55 142 132 

Montreal 23 28 B -54 139 154 

SOUTHEAST DIVISION 

W L T Pts CF GA 
Carotna 27 22 10 64 756 749 

Florida 21 21 15 57 742 147 

Washington '24 28 5 S3 145 150 

TanvaBay 12 41 5 29 179 713 

WBSTBBM COM puma 
CENTRAL DmBOH 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Detroit 31 23 5 67 175 147 

5t Louis 23 23 70 56 157 145 

Nashrite 20 37 6 46 135 185 

Chicago 16 35 8 40 131 190 

NORTHWEST DnmON 

W L T Pts GF CA 
Colorado 29 21 7 66 154 139 

-Edmonton 22 27 * 52 155 149 

Calgary 21 2B 9 51 151 168 

Vancouver 18 32 7 43 142 182 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

W L T Pts GF GA 
DaOas 35 10 9 79 159 107 

Phoenk 29 18 10 68 146 12B 

Anaheim 24 25 9 57 155 147 

SanJose 20 25 13 S3 732 136 

Los Angeles • 71 32 5 47 135 158 

MOMMY Bmun 

Toronto 10 1—3 

Washington 1 1 2-4 

Rret Period: W-Kanawalchuk 12 (Butts. 
Bondra) (pp). Z T-VWk 6 (Korolev, Berezin] 
X T-» Kahn 1 (Surafin, Thomas] Second 
Period: W-Oates 10 (Gondiart Third Period: 
W-EoglesS (SvefXavsky. Black) 6. W-Black8 
(Oates) 7, T- Johnson 77 (King, Wantnal 
Shots on feat: T- 8*9-25. W- 12-9-7—28. 
Gaafies: T-Joseph. W-KoWg. 

New Jersey l 2 0—3 

Tampa Bay 7 1 0-2 

First Period: M-LRetoten 16 (HoUk. 
OdeMn) (pp). 2. T-LecovoBer 10 

CStopIrrtser. McCarthy) Seawd Period: T- 
LecavaBer 11, 4, NJ.-» Oddern 4 (EBaS) 5, 
N-L-Rotstor 17 (Ntodemnyer) Thinl Period: 
None. Shabw) goat ILL- 8-9-11—28. T- ti- 
ll -6— 28. God its: NJ.-Bmdeor. T- 


Colorarto 
- Edmonton ■ 
Calgaiy 
Vancouver 


DaOas 
Phoenk 
Anaheim 
SanJoee 
Los Angeles 


Wilkinson. 

Phoenix 8 1 0-1 

Pittsburgh 1 2 1— 4 

First Period: Plttsburgh-Moron 3 

(Werenka) Second Period: Plttsbuigh- 
Bomes 18 [MHtef. Brawn) (pp). a 
Ptttsburgh-Monsov 8 (Bamo& Lang) A 
Phoentx- Tkochuk 21 (Numramen) Ish). 
Third Period: Pittsburgh- Barnes 19 (Lan& 
Kasparaltte) Shots on goal: Phaenk - 8-7- 
5—20. Pittsburgh- 9-7-9-25. Goaiks: 
Phoenk -Khctotoullrv Esctn. Pttttburgh- 
Skadm 

Los Angeles a 0 l— l 

St Loots 1 3 1-5 

Fkst Period: SJ_-Demftre 76 (Picard, 

Helmer) Second Period: S.L-Conray 9 
(Handzuz. Chose) X S.L-Turgeon 21 
(Demttra) 4, S.L-Oendtra 27 (Tuigeon, 
PeflerW -TMrt Period: S.L-Rivere 1 
(DemttRV Madnrds) (ppl.6, LA^ShimpellO 
(RobSoap) Shots on gold: LA- 11-44-23. 
SJ-- 74-17-9-40. Goo tec LA-Fbui. SJ-- 
McLennon. 

N.Y. Rangers ■ 1 1-2 

Calgary 2 2 -3-6 

Rnt Period: C-Reury 30 (Shontz, Smith) Z 
C-Bure 13 (Fleuiy, Howley) (pp). Second 
Potted: C-Housley 6 (LonGy) 4, N.Y, Stevens 
15 (Gretrky. MacLean) (pp). i C-SHIhrmn 16, 
Third Ported: C-Stfllman 17 (Gauthier, 
DuWnsky) (sh). 7, C-Hqi»sley 7 OgWa SmBh) 
& N.Yw Mateotra & Shota oa goat N.Y. 109- 
12-31. C- 11-18-9-36. GoaBes: N.Y. 
Cloutier, Richter. C-BrattrwaRe. 


TENNIS 


I. Pete Sampras (U^J 1695 points 
Z Yevgeny Katetolkav (Russia) 3437 

3. Alta CorrBfto (Spain) 3J50 

4. Curios Atoyo (Spain) Z234 

5. Patrick Rafter (Australia) Z169 

6. Morceto Rios (OiDe) Z880 

7. Tim Henman (Britain) Z789 
LAiKkaAganl (U4JZ583 

9. Richard Krajicek (Nettrerinixls) Z386 

10. Greg Rusedski (Britain) Z253 

II. ' Todd Martin CU-S4230T 

IZ Karat Kueera (Slovakia) Z166 

13. Thomas Enqvtel (Sweden) Z037 

14. Gann hrardsevlc (Croatia) 1495 

15. Albert Costa (Spain) 1,817 

14. Torrunr Haas (Germany) 7,784 


1 7. Cedric Piobne (France) 1,745 
l&Maik PhiEppoussis (Austro So) 1,719 
19. Thomas Johansson (Sweden) 1-6x5 
2U Jon Siemertnk (Nettiertends) 1420 
WTABANKIMOS 

1. Marin a Hinge (Switz.) 5,722 polnto 

2. Undsoy Davenport (U A) &»7 

3. Jena Novotna (Czech RepubBd 3.948 

4. Monica Seles (U A) 3.B23 

5. Venus Wfflams (U5J 1220 

6. Annin Sanchez Vlcerta (Spain) 34)67 

7. Steft) Graf (Germany) Z8I0 

8. Mary Pierce (France) Z248 

9. Nathalie Tcuztat (France) Z127 

I a Amanda Cbetzer (South Africa) 1,988 
11. Dominique Van Roost (Belgium) 1,960 
1Z Patty Sdmyder (Switzerland) 1,922 

II Anna Koundkovo (Russia) 1.913 

14. Sandrtae Tested (France) 1,877 

15. Irina Spirtea (Romania) UM4 

16. CoRChlta Martinez (Spain) 1,749 

17. Natasha Zwrevo (Betarus) 1A93 
IB. AmeGe Mauresmo (France) 1,625 
19. Barbara Schett (Austria) XMJ 
2a SBvic Farina (Italy) L427 


CRICKET 


W. INMU IOUDXI VJUWnUlUA 
nmr bay. 3-day tour 
UONQAV IN ST JOHSTB. ANTIGUA 
AuatroSa: 156 all out 
West ImBes Board XI: 1-3. 


SKIING 


Would Cup 

WOMEN'S SLALOM 

TUESDAY M ARE. SWEDEN 
l.Speki Prctnar (Slo) \-2&S3 
Z Trine Bakke (Nor) 127.11 
1 Ante Powson (S we) 1 27.1 B 
4. Pemlflo Wiberg (5weJ 127.19 
1 Oaudta Riegler (NxO 1^741 
6. Zoll Stegall (Aus) XZ17J2 
and Yhra Mowen (Swe) V27A2 
BL Karin KoBerer (Aut) 13750 
9. Sabine Egger (Aut) 12757 
la Stephanie GupOement (Fra) 127.94 
WOMEN'S OUUfT SLALOM 
MONDAY IN ARE. SWEDEN 
), A. Mrissflbzer, AusL 3 rrtn. 1257 sec 


Z Anita Wochter, Austria, 2; 1352 
Z And line F tern men, Nanny. Z145U 

4, Son (a Net, Switzerland. 21458. 

5, Anno Ottossoa Sweden, 215.10. 

6, Deborah Compagnoni Italy, 215.16. 

7, Harm Rolen, Switzerland, 21531. 

& Leila Piccard. France 215.31. 

9, Spela Prehlar, Slavonia, 215/40. 

1 a B'ugil Heefa. Liechtenstein. 2:1556. 
GIANT SLALOIkl, Mctssritzer, 620 1 Z 
W odder, 436; 2 Herron ea 378; 4. Heeb. 267; 
5. Marttnn ErtL Germany, 244 ; & Net 742 7, 
Compagnoid. 22ft & Jaidca KosteOc, Croatia, 
214; 9, Ptecanl 197 1 ft OttossoiL 188. 
OVERALL: 1. Mefcsntoer, 143ft Z Hide 
GnaGermimyi98ftZ Ertl 944; 4. P. WBwtg, 
Sweden, 85ft iR-Cavognoud, France, 764; 6 
Renata Goetsdil Austria 698; 7. Kostefic. . 
625; 8. NL Dorfmelster. Austria 62ft 9. 
Cbrime Rey BefleL Swttzeriand. 602 1ft 
Ftemmea 550. 

Nordic Championships 

TUESDAY M RAKSAU, AUSTRIA 

WOMIN'B 1 OK BBIKSTYLB PURSUIT 

1, Stefania Belmondo, IL 42 mbL. 275 secs. 
Z Mna Gavriljuk. Russia 42568. 

Z Irina Toranenko-TereBa Ukraine, 43.-QZ3. 

4. Anflsa Reztsava Russia 43:073. 

5, Olga DanBova Russia 43:1 4 A 
6 Kristina Smigun, Estonia 43204. 

7, Antonina Ordlna Sweden 4139 JL 
ft Benta Marflnsea Norway. 4345.9. 

9. Maria Theuri, Austria 43462 
laSopteeVlHenetrve, Franca 46iaa 

Mill's t sk mEflin patsun 
1, T. Alsgaard, Nor^l hr. 5 mbb 549 sec 
Z Mko Myirytaa Ftotand. 1J1S555. 

Z FutbJo Valbusa Italy. 1:06174. 

6 Jart Isametsaa Finland. ldkklftS. 

5, JaakMoa Estonia lJUilPA 
6 B|om Daetrie, Norway, 1:06:19.4. 

7. Alexei Prokurorov, Russia 1:0620.1. 
ft Alois Stadlober, Austria 1 : 0622-9. 

9, Per Etofssoa Sweden, 1:06395. 

10, Fabio Mat Holy. IriJ63(U). 

MIN'S TEAM SKMttMPWG 
TUESDAY IN 0ISCHOFSHOFEM. AUSTRIA 
1, Germany (Sven Hcraiawald. Christoph 
Duffnet, Dieter Thoma Martin Schmitt), 
9M.9. 

Z Japan (Noridkl KmoL Hkteharu Miyahira, 
Masahika Harada Knzuyoshl Funakl). 987. 
X Austria (Andreas WldhoetzL Martin HoeB- 
worth, Retnhard 5chwaizeitt>eiger, Stefan 
Hamgacheri, 9055. 


TRANSITIONS 


BASKITBSU 

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
NBA— Fined Los Angles Lakers C Sha- 
auDle DNea( SI 1X000 and Houston Rockets F" 
Scuttle Plppen S5.D0O farcritidzing officials. 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
CAROLINA —Agreed to terms with DE Ant 
anio Edwards an 2-year contract. 

Cincinnati —Named Steve M oestrogen' 
wide receivers coach. 

GREEN BAY— Signed G Raieigh McKenzie' 
and QB Matt Hassetback to multiyear con-' 
hods. Signed WR Tyran Gaodsan. Waived' 
LB Anthony Hicks. 

Miami —Signed CB Greg Jeffries. TE 
Rickey Brady and FB Jamie Reader. 

MINNESOTA— Re-slgneo LB Ed McDaniel 
to 5-year contract. 

NEW ENGLAND— signed P Lee Johnson to' 
3-year contract. 

NEW ORLEANS —Terminated the contract' 
of OB Heath Shuler. 

HOCKEY 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 
otiCAOO —Fired Dkt Graham, coach., 
Named Lame MoUeken Interim coach and. 
T rant Yawncy msatnnl coach. , 

Colorado — Recased G Mate Denis from, 
Horshey. AHL- 

EDIIONTON— Reariied G Steve Passmore , 
C Chris Ferraro and LW Dan La Couture tram. 
Hamilton, AHL Returned D Todd Reuden 
and C Boyd Devereoux to Hamilton. 

Florida —Assigned G Todd MacDonald 
to New Hover* AHL 

OTTAWA— Recalled D Rodim Blcanek tram. 
Grand Rapids, IHL 

phoenix —Recalled C J.F Jomphe ona C 
Trevor Letowski from Spdngfleift AHL 
newyork— A ssigned RW Chris Kenodyte. 
HarttonLAHL 

ST. UtelS —Traded RW Chris Kenedy to 
N.Y.Rangers to complete an eari ier irnde : 

COUSOE 

Colorado— D ismissed F Tyrar Manlove 
from basketball team. 

EASTERN KENTUCKY— Named Jbn TnOOTO 
defensive coordinator. 

southern mam E— A nnounced the addi- 
tion of mem and womens lacrosse to the 
varsity athletics program in the 3000-3001. 
season. 
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Hollywoodian Russia 


Blondie Revives Its Modern, Charismatic Sound 


By Daniel Williams 

WjjAm^fwi Pusi Service 

M OSCOW — Ever since 
Lenin singled out 
movies as the most important 
art form, releases of major 
films in Russia have been re- 
garded as political as well as 
entertainment events. 

In a big. self-conscious 
way. Russia renewed the tra- 
dition Saturday night. “The 
Barber of Siberia." the most 
expensive Russian produc- 
tion since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, premiered — 
and not just in a movie theater, 
but inside the Kremlin walls. 

Until now, movies here 
have largely focused on the 
dark side of life — economic 
hardship, mafia shootouts, 
corrupt Russians scheming 
on a decayed urban battle- 
ground. But in “The Barber 
of Siberia." all Russians are 
noble, and Russia, at least in 
its 19th-century version, is 
picture-postcard beautiful. 

Galas are out of fashion in 
crisis-depressed Moscow, so 
this premiere was a break in 
the gloom. The movie was 
shown in the State Kremlin 
Palace, a Soviet-era be- 
hemoth. An army band played 
classical tunes in the lobby 
and boys in 19th-century mil- 
itary uniforms danced with 
girls in white gowns. Ushers 
handed out souvenirs. 


The guest list included 
leaders "post and present: 
Prime Minister Yevgeni Pri- 
makov, Mi khail Gorbachev, 
the last Soviet leader, former 
Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin and the Com- 
munist Party leader. Gennadi 
Zyuganov. Also present were 
heads of other political parties 
and the cultural elite. 

The ghost at this banquet 
was President Boris Yeltsin, 
who rarely makes appearances 


nowadays because of chron- 
ically bad health. Perhaps 
more curious than his missing 
presence was the absence of 
his name in the list of thank- 
yous announced by the film's 
director, Nikita Mikhalkov, 
even though Yeltsin's govern- 
ment put up millions of dollars 
to bolster me movie’s $45 mil- 
lion budget 


Mikhalkov is Russia's most 
prominent J contemporary 
Filmmaker. He won an Oscar 
for his 1994 film "Burnt by 
the Sun," and his List of hits 
dates back to Soviet times. 

"The Barber of Siberia” is 
a stoiy of love between an 
American prostitute and a 
young Russian military officer 

named Andrei Tolstoy, set in 
the late 1800s. The prostitute, 
played by Julia Ormond, has 
come to Moscow to persuade a 
Russian aristocrat to pay for 
the development of a machine 
that cuts down trees at a hor- 
rific rate. The inventor, played 
by Richard Harris, wants to 
harvest timber all the way 
from the Urals to the Pacific 
coast — he calls his machine 
the Barber of Siberia. 

The Russian actor Oleg 
Menshikov plays the cadet 
who falls in love with the pros- 
titute. attacks his commanding 
officer in a fir of jealousy and > 
is sent off to Siberian exile. 

Despite that sad scenario, 
the joint French-Russian pro- 
duction is largely light- 
hearted. "Barber" shows 
Russians as they prefer to see 
themselves: fun- loving, naive 
and basically good-hearted. 

Mikhalkov's myth-making 
comes in the midst of a pon- 
derous search fora post-Soviet 
identity. "Whether we want it 
or not," said die magazine 
Kommersant Vlast, "this Hol- 
ly wood-scale myth-maker be- 
comes the main and only ideo- 
logist of our statehood." 


By Ann Powers 

YoH, Ti»K.\ Sen n f 

N EW YORK — Do you really 
want to know the whole odd 
stoiy?” asked the guitarist Chris 
Stein, peering skeptically across 
the coffee table in a midtown hotel 
suite. He was explaining why Blon- 
die, the punk era's best-selling 
group and, later, one of its many 
train wrecks, has regrouped after 
16 years to record "No Exit," an 
album of new studio material. 

Encouraged to teU all, Stein 
dived into an anecdote that was 
typically Blondie: very New York, 
marked by surprising connections 
and full of charm. 

"I live in TriBeCa, which is be- 
ing horrifically, genirified," he 
began. "My neighbor was getting 
kicked out of his lofL I was trying to 
raise money for his legal fees, but I 
don’t really have any money. So I 
was going to sell a couple of my 
gold records. I called up a rock a n’ 
roll collector who turned out to be 
the husband of Jackie LeFrak, the 
daughter of the housing developer. 
And her sister was the girl ‘Denise" 
was written about." 

"Denise." a hit for Randy and 
the Rainbows in 1963. Is a catchy 
throwaway written by the veteran 
songwriter Neil Levenson in honor 
of LeFrak, whom he spoiled at a 
Long Island swimming pool. Thir- 
teen years later. Blondie remade the 
song as the gender-bent “Denis." 
and it became an international hit. 

A blonde, had conquered twice 
with “Denise," first as muse and 
then as singer. Stein. 49. felt lucky 
when the two blondes converged 
again, and at the urging of Denise 
LeFrak's brother-in-law. he starred 
organizing the band's return. 

“That’s why we have ro have 
humor in what we do,” said De- 
borah Ham’, 53. whose lustrous 
voice and famous fondness for per- 
oxide gave her band its name. "Ev- 
erything is so totally absurd. You 
have to start recognizing and cher- 
ishing the absurdities in life be- 
cause you can 't stop them. ’ ' « 

All four original Blondie mem- 



" The band .members, left to right: Jimmy Destri, Deborah Harry, Clem Burke and Chris Stein. 


bers — Hany. Stein. The keyboard 
player Jimmy Destri, 44, and the 
drummer Clem Burke, 43 — had 
reason to listen to fate and consider 
a comeback. 

Blondie's success had been the 
high point of their public lives. At 
the turn of the 1 980s, the group sold 
more than 40 million copies of its 
six studio albums. Songs like 
"Heart of Glass" and “Rapture" 
broke ground by mixing rock with 
disco and rap. while the modern- 
ized girl-group style that Blondie 
also perfected became a blueprint 
for other female-fronted bands. 
With her sweet-and-sour voice and 
comic sex bomb persona, Harry, 
was both an embodiment and a 
parody of mass-marketed desire. 

But Blondie's wild ride ended 
badly, with the players at one an- 
other's throats. Tax problems and 
legal wrangles with former asso- 
ciates drained away much of the 
group’s profits. 


Stein endured a near-fatal skin 
disease; his long romance with 
Harry ended after she nursed him 
through it. Destri briefly became a 
contractor in Brooklyn to support 
his family. 

Burke flourished as a drummer 
for hire in Los Angeles, and Hany 
continued a lower-key career, act- 
ing in independent films and ex- 
panding her vocal style with the 
Manhattan-based Jazz Passengers. 
But die temptation to rekindle 
Blondie was great enough for these 
veteran rockers to take another 
chance on one another. 

"At first we talked about doing a 
compilation with a couple of new 
songsj” Destri said. "Then I saw 
the Sex Pistols' comeback tour and 
got really depressed. I didn't want 
it to be like that, just rehashing the 
old material.*' 

The collaborative nature of "No 
Exit." which is apparent from the 
evenly distributed writing credits. 


highlights the danger that haunts 
Blondie even more than the risk of 
becoming desperate denizens of 
the revival circuit The group’s 
great triumphs had come at a cost: 
Harry's enormous auractiveness 
obscured not only the talents of her 
bandmates, but also her own. 
"Blondie is a group.” one pub- 
licity campaign declared, but few 
seemed to believe it 

VNo one really paid attention to 
Debbie's singing style and how 
great a writer she was, because they 
couldn’t get past the image,” 
Destri said. 

Harry's fans, and perhaps she 
herself, could not always see’ that 
Blondie's charisma was not just a 
matter of .her good looks. "The 
Blondie character.” as Harry al- 
ways trailed it embodied female 
sexuality as part threat part un- 
attainable goal, part jjarody. . 

Harry turned the'process of con- 
fronting her own appeal into per- 


formance, and her bandmares made 
it into music. Together, they cre- 
ated songs that captured exquisite 
longing, expressing the same emo- 
tions their singer aroused. 

- By making music that examined 
desire, instead of simply declaring 
it Blondie invented a particularly 
mature form of rock V roll. The 
group modernized die innocent ex- 
pressions of the girl groups and 
garage bands by investing there- 
with greater self-awareness. Each 
member added to ' the formula: 
Burke brought an archivist’; sknowi- 
edge of classic rock; Destri's Farfisa 
organ resurrected the street dreams 
of the Shahgri-Las, and Stein, a 
former art student and dedicated 
bohemian, connected these ele- 
ments to the Pop Ait avant-garde. 

In Blondie, Hany becomes the 
voice her bandmates hear in their 
heads, their muse talking back to 
them. But is it Debbie they hear, or ■ 
is it "Blondie”? 

"It’s Debbic-Blondie." Destri 
said "Like Batraan-Bruce 
Wayne.” 

"Maria,” the single from "No- 
Exit" that has already scaled the 
charts in Europe, is a prime example 
of this superheroine-sryle switch. A 
. bouncy ode to infatuation written by 
Destri and roughed up by the one- 
two’ punch of Stein s guitar and 
Burke's drums, “Maria" gains 
depth through Harry's singing, 
which mimics die path of a crush 
from casual interest to swooning 
anticipation to desperate insistence. 

Blondie's music continues to re- 
volve around such romantic mys- 
teries. "No Exit" even includes, a 
version of "Out in the Streets.' ' the 
Shangri-Las’ ultimate expression of 
yearning, a love letter from a gang- 
ster girl to her restless rebel boy. 

The new recording's hip-hop 
beat reveals that Blondie the band 
still knows what it takes to be mod- 
em. But Harry’s haunted, haunting 
voice captures what the band 
taught the world the first time 
around: that love's elusiveness is 
an intriguing puzzle that never re T 
solves and that pop is an ideal way 
to enter into it. 
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T HE ROYAL Swedish Academy of 
Music lias awarded the Polar Music 
Prize to the singer Stevie Wonder and 
the composer Iannis Xenakis. Hie 
prize, endowed by the late Stikkan An- 
dersson, whose record company re- 
leased the Swedish pop group ABBA'S 
hits, is given annually to one popular and 
one classical musician. Each recipient 
gets 1 million kronor (about $125,000). 


The rap star Coolio has pleaded not 
guilty in Superior Court in California to 
carrying a concealed weapon in his car. 
He was pulled over by a sheriffs deputy 
in September for allegedly driving on the 
wrong side of a street in Lawndale, Cali- 
fornia. Coolio told the deputy that he had 
a gun in a door pouch, prosecutors said. 
The deputy allegedly seized a 9mra 
semiautomatic pistol. The 35-year-old 
rapper, who was convicted in 1994 of a 
similar offense, remains free pending a 
pretrial hearing next week. 


The head of the squeaky-clean Brady 
Bunch as a pom queen? No way. says the 


actress Florence Henderson. She has 
sued a Southern California clothing 
maker, to prevent it from advertising or 
selling T-shirts and other items bearing 
her photograph and the words “Pom 
Queen.” The words are "highly offen- 
sive and false,” said her suit filed in Los 
Angeles Superior Court against the com- 
pany, Serial Killer Inc. It seeks unspe- 


cified damages. The singer and actress is 
perhaps best known as Carol Brady, the 
*‘loveiy lady” whose three girls, along 
with her husband’s three boys, formed 
TV’s “The Brady Bunch” in the 1970s. 


The family of Napoleon Bonaparte 
may have come from the Scottish village 


France Honors 2 U.S. Veterans of World War I 

The .■\s.wcimed Press 

N EW YORK — Eleven-year-old Jasmine Holmes had heard the stories 
before — about how her great-great-great grandfather fought with the 
3G9th Harlem HelLfighters on the front lines during World War I. 

To Jasmine. Corporal Herbert Young was always a hero. 

On Monday, the 1 1 2-year-old retired mechanic’s service in France was feted 
with the country’s highest award — the Legion of Honor cross — at a ceremony 
at the French Consulate in Manhattan. The consulate also, honored another 
sprightly Manhattan centenarian. Private Robert Thomas, a 103-year-old 
former construction worker. 

Both were named knights in the National Order of the Legion of Honor. 
President Jacques Chirac of France told President Bill Clinton last June that he 
wanted to give the cross to as many surviving World War I veterans as possible 
to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the war’s end. 


of Balloch near Crieff in Perthshire, ac- 
cording to evidence uncovered by 
Robert Torrens, a local historian. Tor- 
rens found an account in a book pub- 
lished more than a century ago of how a 
laborer named William Bayne left Bal- 
loch shortly after the failure of the Jac- 
obite rebellion of 1745.. Bayne and his 
family were shipwrecked in a storm and 
landed in Corsica, according to Torrens. 
"They were known as Bayne, or Buon. 
and his party,” he told The Daily Tele- 
graph. “In course of time, his sons were 
called Buon-de-party. His grandson was 
named Buon-de-party and now figures 
in history as the great Napoleon.” 


Dozens of previously unknown works 
composed by Edvard Grieg during the 
mid-19th .century have been discovered 
by a German musicologist. Joachim 
Dorfmueller, president of the German 
Grieg Society, found them recently in 
three forgotten study books stored in a 
safe. A few of the organ and piano works 
will have their world premieres March 5 
and 6 in Leipzig. Germany, where Grieg 
wrote the pieces. 
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A HEAD OF THE TIMES — Claude Pompidou, wife of the late former 
French president, and President Jacques Chirac visiting the ‘'Georges 
Pompidou et la Modernite” exhibition at the Jeu de Paume gallery in Paris, 
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France™ ' 1 1 j Mud Kingdom * + 08084940 ! I 

German 0130-0010 Run]* (Moscow) ► 755-5042 United Kingdom * ♦ 0500-89-001 i 

For acceu numbers not listed above, ask any operator for MAT Direct Service, or visfc our Web site ac 
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Spain...... 900-9940-1 1 

Sweden . — 020 - 795 - 61 1 

Swiaeriand* .„.0M0-IW»qi I 

United Kingdom * + 0800 - 89 - 001 1 
United Kingdom * ♦ 0500-89-001 1 
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Credre sard cafhnt to winabany Payment termi on! Baa A-e-ceur-n«-vsrm rf rn,m.~-. * www^tt-COmftravder .... . It’s all Within yOUT reach. 







